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Tiien thc chicé featuire of the )rogramiCii was rcaclied Mihen

Mr,*i. Gea. Bates, af Utheslya Callege, xvas asked ta open1

Uic dcbatc. 'l'lie sillject xvas :"Resolvcd, that hcereditary ini-

fluiences arc nmore potent in a ni-an's life tlian plîvsical environ-

niienit." 'Mr. B1ates is ai! agrecable speaker, and( (leait wvith the

subjcct-proper ini a clear and for-cib)le style, and( scemed ta feci

Ibis reslpansilbilit3? ini la(igsa imiportant a sI1Iject. 1-1le

wislied ta iiiiprcss upon thc audience the importance of the

question Un(lCr dCl)ate ; lie said tliat it ouglît ta l)c discuissed

froin a practical ratier than a scientific stan(ll)int, sincc the

issues invalvc(i wcre flot onily pI1ysical, but aiso mental and

moaral.

H-e tiien proceed( ta take up the subject mare J)articularly.

Wlîiat: is plivsical environnment. ? 'f'lic answer wvas :Aniytlingi

w'liicli affects ini tlirouglh any anc of tic five pliysical senses;

lience a niiaiu's home, luis sociail anid business relations wvere

triuly pluvsical environniients ;for, on account. of these, a mniaî's

telidencies are directed along certain uines. Yet (Io tliev exert

over Iinui as stronig an influence as tuec Nvauld if tliese tenden-

cies were inlierite(l ? No ; for circunîistanices act uipon the

reai man just as Uhc wind docs uipon thie waters of -a dccp river

-it affects the surface onIl', anîd mnales it seenui, as thîe case niiay

bc, as if the cuirrent. w~as reverscd, whIile und(ernecatli1, the great

inass ai w'ater niakzes stca(ly anîd unnîiiistalzable progress ;sa

circunîstanices affect. sa to spealz, the surface af nman's nature,
but beneatti, Nvith no rctreatilng ehb, is the iiglity tide ai his
inlIierited tendenicies. 1-us ixîniate qualities ai lieart and muiiid

xviii decterijuie xw'hat circunustances vili dIo for a mian. In clos-

ing.y the speaker referred ta Sir Wnii. Turnier's opinion thiat we

iiulent îuot oiily hiabits b)ut principles as xvcll, wlîicli arc oiily

deveioped 1wv enivîraumnclt.

Mie cauise of the niegativc wvas tiien takenl up by Ilr. J. T.

Scriiger.i B.A., ai the Presbvterian College. Thîis speaker

ivas fuIl af Ilis subject ta overf1owivig, vialating once ar twî.-ce

the ries ai precision, ini Ils ea-gcrness ta mnake p)oints.

1le begyan by defining pliysical enviraumiient as thase cir-


