PLEASANT HOURS.
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A 8ad Story.
[The following verses have reference to &
scene that took place at & railway station in
-the Northwest. A gay party are awailing
the arrival of a train, when there entered one
whoss actions showed that he-way-demented
Once he.was thie hope of a loving but over

" Judulgent mother, and promised in early life

‘%0 occupy a.rmminvnt place in society, hut

becoming aalave'to strong drink he ‘becnme

hopelessly insanc, nnd wanderod from placs to
lace, often singing verses of hiymns he hud
en taught when a chitd.)

ALt day long ’twas clouly, gloomy,
For thero fell a constant rafn,

And a crowd of men und women

- Waited for the commnyg trnin.

Warin wero they sk und satins,
Seated in the cozy room;

. Bmoking, reading, littlo dared they

‘For outalders 1 thio gloom .

- Swing the heavy shutters wider
-For the restless..moring tide,
Talking, walking~ walkiny,.talking,
- Tulking of thoe cominy ride.
Drifting with the crowd, a stranger
Entered carelessty the door:
Polished form aud noble bearmg
Though be ragged-was and poor.

See, he gares on the wealthy -
"

s 1—his fin,

r long forgotten keys :

“1 will sing of ny Redremer
And his wondrous love to mo ;

On the crued cruss he suffercd
From the curse to set mo free.”

Huahed was now the chit-a-chatter,
Wand ring all what this conld be—

*“Qu the ¢roes lie sealed v pardon,
Paul tie debt amd made e tree 1

Thete be stood—n - onlivious |

Laring, too, 80 Lavantiy *

Neither hane, nor mother hud le,

Aud so pitaful to ses !

Lips once crsmson—now so pallid 1
Ashen, too, his sunken cheek,

See himi stand there starg b ankiy !
Not a word we hear Inm epeak !

Yet he sing such broken.heart words |

'I‘on‘rinf o'er a drunkard's grave—
I will tell the wondrous story

How my lost estate to save I
Oh, the cursed wine.cup!

O, the cruel men who sell §
Sec them in this land of Bibles
Sending thousands down to hell !
8o ! the wrecks along the ages—
See your ragged, motley train 1
Widows, orphiang—thiesé arc relica
Of the strong 'men they have slan.

In that tramn are starving, atealing,
Gambling, murd'ring, misery—deatht

Ab, the news of some dire evil

... Grects the carat everysbreath

‘Sed the'sky is dark and. thieat alig 1
Look 1" the storm is'decp and wigel

What can check its awful fury 2
‘Who can shicld us from its tide ?

Hark ! the wiso men of our nation—
They are calling from afar ;

Hear ye not the clash of armour,
Reardy for the coming war?

Lift the fiag of Prohibition !
Sound aloud the true key-note

1 you'd kil tins deadful demon,
You must Lill 3t watk your vote !

The Wreckers of Sable Island,

J. MACDONALD OXLEY.

CRAMER- IX.—FarEWKLL T0 SaBLYX IS1AND.

GrEAT was the bugtle nud exciictnent at
the wrecker's quarters. Tlic day lappencd
to be purticw’arly favourahle for embarking—<
such a day, in fact, as might vot come once
inamonth: and everything must -be done
to make the most of it.  DButthe very heauty
of the day gave evideme of approachin,
change. It was what the sea-faring folk cal
A ‘“weatherdreeder,” hecause such lovely
Jas{.:‘ne always followed by storm. -

None knew this Tetter than,_the wrechers,

“They made ull Tiasle o thancfer thiémsclves

-

snd lhcir. booty 10 the shooner. In keen
anxicty Eric watched the work going ori.

No one s o actice him,. though several

anch a look of fiendish trinmph as sent a
shiver to his heart,

13en, who had tiis owa interesta to care for,
cheered ham & hittio by clapp.ug him oo the
back as o passud, and aaying, tn his most
encouraging tone .

* heep up your heart, my lad. We'll
tanage 1L sumehow.

But the remosal of the booty wsa almost
complate, and stidl he did not know hia fate.
Only another bLoat load of stufl remained to
be tahen off ; aud 1 the boat that came for
this were Reu, I-Eyo, and the calphun of
the schiooner, Lrc stood near the landing:
ilace with Prince besuldd lam. e koew that
s luture hutg ugon what might be accuded
within a fen ftinuics

Tho boat was loaisd, and the crew stwod:

ready to launch her into the breakers,
Now «ame the critical moment. How far
the matcer mght bave been dixcussed aheady
Erc had 10 wden. He saw Ben diaw tle
captain aeide wml engage um . earnest
conversation, while Evil-Eye hung about as
though he buined to put in'a word

His heart almost swpped Ueating as he
watched the captamn's face. Evideniy ho
was not uamoved by Ben's arguments ~ Hiy
countenance showad he was wavering, and
his opposition weahemng,

With rising hope, Erio noted this. Ewvil.
Eyn saw it too, hut with ifferent feclings.
e thought it time to interfere, wn |, drawmg
fearer began, in a loud, balf threutemng
tone ¢

4 xay, now, captain

But tefore he could get out anather word
Ben wheeled roumd, his face aflame with
anger.  [using to lus utmest her hit, fic drew
& pistol from bis Lelt, and pointing it struaght
at Buil-Eye's breast, m:uc.f out:

*“ Hold that foul tongue of yours, [ say, or
I'li put » bullet thiough your heart before
you can wink.” )

With a start of terror the suffian shrank.
anay from the glant whetowered avove lun;
and aatisfied that he woual not ventuie to
interpose_again, Ben rosumed hus talk wath:
the captain. For a little fonger the dialogue

1. What the arg wero that
Ben ased, or what inducemens hie offered,
Ertc diit not learn untal aftesward, But, oh {
what a buund s huart gave when Ben left
the captatn and came tonard lum, his face so
fuli of 1chef as to seem almost radinnt !

‘1t'sall right, iny Iad,"” said he, graspin
bim by the shoulder and pusting hun towa
the boat. ‘‘You're to come. Let's burry
ap, now, and get on board.”

Too overjoyed to speak, Fric hastinel to
obey, mving Ben a luok of Lalbil

anit carotutly It was elear enocugh that he
Ao Lo Lhe aatne com iumon as the captain,
f.r oue of bia most hudeous scawls overspread
his countenauce as he growled out,—~

“*1t's the brig, and no muiake, and wore
runmog straight ioto her jaws, We'll Lave
to goabuat aud sail offshare, captain,” |

At once the captam rowred out his orders,
and the sasiors sprang tu obsy. Therowasa
ratthing of blocks, & creaking of boomm, a ficrce
flappug of  cavvan.  Altor & woment's
hesitation tn the ey of tue wind, the schodner
gracefully fell off, aud was soon gliding, away.
on the otber tack, with the brig now alinost
directly astern .

Whatever donbt there may have beén on
board the brig as to the propricty of pursuing
the sthouner was disipatel by ite sudden
chauge of course; and, still distant thongh
sho way, u heen oyo could make out that they
wers hoatig auditiunal sails and:waking
evety Ghint to overtahe the echooner, N

Thete were yot threo hougs of daylight, snd
the brig was evidently a fast sailer. The
2choouner’s chance of escape loy in keeping
her well astern until sught camo on, and
then, by a sudden chunge of course, slipping,
away from her in the darhiées -

Etery inch of canvas the welivoner boasted
was «lapped on her, and, -almoit buried in

oam, ohe rushed madly through the water.

Eiric's first feeling, on sceiug the brig, and
the fear created amony his caplors, was of
inteuse joy, and he watched its steady growth
upon the horizon with eager anxicty. He
did uot notice the_ominous looks cast upén
Lim by Bvil-Eye and others, uotil-Ben, whoee
eyes secmed to misa nothing, drew him away
to his former post near the Lows, suying, in.
a deep undertorie, )

** Come with mo, lad,
you,”

Ben’s countenance. shoved that he was
much troubled, and Erie, full of hope though
he was at tue near prospect of lus own
deliverance, could not help-icoling as thuugh
it were very selfish of him, for it certamnly
meant that Jien would bo placed in danger.
Ho determingd jn his own mind that if the
bnig should capturo the schooncr, he would
plead 3o fhard fur bis kind rescuer that no
harin would Le done him.

“ Will the brig catch vp to ux, Ben?” ho
azked eagerly, ** Do you (rxlnk it will?”

“1t1l "be a bad bumness for you,my Iad,
it it doce,” nnswered Ben, in sn unusually
gruff tone,

““Why, Ben, whatdo you tmesn?" aaked
Eric in surprise,

“*Mean what 1 say,” retorted Ben,  Then,
after A s silduce, he went on:

I want a word with

grauiade as heclasped his hand \\iﬂnllnsswu-
ate funnvour.  Evil-Eye sconlud ternibly when
the Loy sprang iuto the bouat, and dared only
mutter ws protesta, for clearly cnough, Beo
was i nn mood for trfling, and the captan
was e\ vlently quite on lus side

Without waiting for an invitation, Prince
promptly Leaped 1o beaide ins young moster, at
which the men i the boat Jaughed; ond the
captan saud, good-humowel.y:

“ Lot Inm come tov.  He's 100 good to leave
behind.”

Ina few minutes more,-Eric, with a fecling.
of glad relief beyoud all power of words to
expiess, steod upon the schooner's deck and
looked back at the isiand which for well-
nigh half a year had been Lis pri lmost

“Cniltain‘u)a that' Lrig's been rent from
Haldax after us, and nobody else: and(f
she should «at-h us, “you may be wure the
wreckers amt gomng to leave yon round to
tsli the people on the brig ali you houw rhout
them.  Before the brig’s alongade they Il
drop you over the bulwark with a werght
ihat N prevent your ever showing up on top
again.”

At thae wards, whose truth  hrie realized
at once,. his heart scemed turned 1o stone.
And now, just as pasionitely s he had
prayed that the brig might overfake them,
dil'he pray that the schooner might keep out
of jts reach.

In the meantime, the two_ vesscls were
tearing t} the water without much

his grave. .

T!fw low, broad, weather beaten hut was
easily visible. “How good God was to
protect me there ! ” he thought, as he recalled
the many scenes of violence Jie had witnessed.
**Iwonder what is to become of me. Poor
father must hasve given me up for dead tong
ago. Shall Lever get to hun?” -

With wany a ** Yo ! heave ho 1™ the sailora
set about maising the andhor 3 the schoones's
broad wings were hoisted to catch tho-brecze
already Wowing ;  and rocts she was specding
away southward toward Boston,

They had just got well under weigh when,
happeuing to glance atound, Eric, who was
standing on the bow, enjoying the swift rush
of the schooucr throush the foaming water,
noticed & number of the wreckers -and the
cren gatliered about the captain on the poop.
They were examining sinething very carclully
throuah  lus, telescope.  Following  tho
direction of the glass, Lric could make out a
darh ol jeut raing ont of the water, several
miles away on the purt side. This was
evilently the &iuse of the awen’s conceru.
Almost unconsciously he drew near the group,
in order to hear whnt they were saying. The
captain just thea landed the Lelescops to
Evil-Eye. -

Hisfaco darkened with rage aa he said,
“It's oe of thuse Brituh brigs, and no
mistake, #nd she's ruuming TIght asras one

course. Ji we kaecp-on tins way weit tail
tigut tule her dltches,  Look jou, Fuii-lye,

aud ace if I'm oot right.”

EvilKyeItook the ghaw wad losked loiig

chunge in their relative positions.

Darkness was drawing near.  As the sun
went down, the change lgnl. the beauty of the
mormng  forchoded took place. The ahy
grew cloudy, the wind blew harder, and there
wan cvery aign of an approaching storm.

As luck would have it, this state of atfmirs

-suited the achouner far-better than the bng.

With great exultation the wreckers nutod
thai their pursuer was shotteming sail.  The
square ri ged DLark conld-uot stand a stoum
as well ax coulid the schoaner.

* Hurrah ! the captamn shouted gleefully.
“They're taking in some of their canvas
Thoy can't stand this blow wjth sannch top-
bamper. W'l show them a clean pair of
heels yet.”

And so sttarnedont.  With bow buried in
foam anu Jdecks awash the schooner staggered
swifily onward’ under fall press of asil,
alchough every monicnt the cauy as threatened
to tear tscdf out of the loitn. Defuic tne
dmiknesa, enveluped her the g had dosape
peared bebiud, completely dutanced.  Fvery-
body on boand breathed snure ficely,  Setting
& course_that, by a wide slctour, would bring
Limn due time to Boston, the captain took
satisfaction Ly curming the birig for “cauning
him the lows of a whole day at leasts

F iat mgeht Ben, for the hirst time, told Eric
what iad teen urrangzed voncerning lim. (M
thetr artivar 1 Hoxtun he was o ba kept
hiaaen an the .nond until the tune came o1
the sading of & sispior < BRwnid, avout wi, ch
the captain kucw. -He-wogid be placed on
* Utiavehip- se cekis ~boy.. —\t’h. she-

oAy e -

reached her destination he might make his
way to his ll:nomh |hka bn: he n;ln\. ) Hy
that tume the wreckers (none, of whom
intended 1o return to Sable:Iafead) @rould
hava .t spraed Of their booty, n\l:u}‘mmi
beyund uil possilility of bnmf( canghi.”
Ben dhil not agdd, as he might. hav¥
that in oider 1o etfect this arrangema
Bad to by bw the captain, by turningigver tn
him one-hall of his own lutercat in.tha shoon
er's curgn e
After lming in peril of death forae many
monthy, this + nn tilled Bric's heait with joy
Iomight mean mwny mote hardatigpag bt 1e
alio meant return 1o thors who weye, now
mourniug hini-as demd. He thanked Bewr
over mid over-npaii; wasurin Mm", would
nnver forget his waperful kindoesds+=and as
Bon hiatentl in silence thern was &, distinet
g t of his eys thatehowet

,ﬁlhlmlug in thia cotuer
0 was nét unmoyed.’ . A
The storm blew teell out during thaipisht,
ant was followed Ly s atcnly Breamd,T bieh
bore the schooner along so fuxt that efe the
sun went down on“the following atjefnoon
slis was gliding up. Boatan Ray, looking s
!ll_:;‘wc‘entku_ a?y-qn{hnﬁ ﬁal;)i'ng tl.f’-m;wr
s anchur ‘plunged with a biy sp nto
-the atill watef, the chain atiled” molaily
through the !nuwu~ho!o. andithe voyaps was

ended, -

Without. delay & boat was lowered, Thet
-caplain and Evil-Rye gotinta it, fnviting len
to sccompany them, . but.he declived: He
intended to watch,over Eric until“he'sheuld
‘b taken to the English shijp The boat
Towed: off, and’betece It rituried Kadé was

e,

sound? L. L v
He wes awakened by the sinjingiof the
men sa they toiled at: the windlnas, the

sullén rattle of thechain as it rose reluefanily
link by link from the water. 7Then he heard
the warea rippling sgainat the bow, and he
knuew that the schooner was moving.

As he riphtly guessed, she was making her
‘way to her bcrtﬁ ai {he whaf During al'
that day there -was continual motisn oo the
deck, and the boy imprisoned in the hod
tried to while away the long hours by guessing
what 1t meant, and what the sailors weir®
stuut,  Ben brought him e bountifal break
fast, dinver, and tea.  Heatayed only whie
Eric ate, and did not seem much disposesd to
talk, 1Ile could not.ssy exactly when the
English ship would sa.l, but thought it would

..

001, .

The achooner became: much: quister by
nightfall, for the-aajority: ofiher:crew hal
gono ashore, Huon there was -perfect atill
niess; the vemaol nt times :seemed ‘o0 be
completely. deserted. There waa a tower |
clock not far away which mang out.the hours
loudly, and Eric beatdesoven, sight and nine,
struck ere he fell asleep.

How long he had slept he knew not, when
he was arouswd. by two men talking in loud
tones on the deck just sbove hinw,  They wer
evidently the worse for liquor. aud had fatlen
into a dispute about sometlung. Prescutly
one of -them exclaimed,—

“ It isthore. Ikouwit's thare 1'll prove
it to you.”

(ZTo be continued.}

T

ONE TOUCH OF MOTHERHOOD.

A LADY in wniting to the Princess of
Wales told & fricnd the following touching
little inaidént, which took place soon aiter
thodeath of.her son, the Duke of Clarence -

The princess, with her usual gentle ro
ticence, tried to hide hergribf.for her firat
born, It was showsn only in her failing
headth and incteased temder consileration
forall arvund her.  Onoday while-Walking
with oneof her indios i che Gaiet Ianes ear
Sandringham, she mov an old ‘woman
weeping bitterly and tottering- wiider a
load of packages. Oun inquiry, it appesred
that she was a eurrier, and wadenerliv-
ing by shopping and doing crratuls in the
rarket. town for the cuuntry people

““But the weight io tov heaty- at-your

age,” said the princes.
“Yes, Yoo'r right, ma'mn. 1l have

to give it up, anl i I give it ap:I'Rutarve.
Jack carricd fut e - way boy—a‘am.”
“And whero is hic now -
“Jack! Mesdamd! Oh, he'sded:™
the old woman cried wi.dly. -

The Princese, without s wond, huiried on,
drawing her veil over her faco to hide her
tears. A few days later a neat-littlo'cart
with a stout donkey wero broughti.to the
ol carrier's door. ~ Sho now trarals with
then to and fro, making a cumfortable liv
ing, and lns never been told the.ssak of
the friend who has ttied to make ber life
essiog for the saly of ber desd
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