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WC ride forwvard to the battlefield. On
WC Went, the loud shout of I Forwvard **
stili ringing ini our Cars. One broken,
irregular discharge from the French
guns shook the head of our advancing
columin, but stayed us notas wve gallop-
ed madly on.

1 remnember no more: the din, the
smoke, the crash,-the cry for quarter,
ivith the shout of victory,-thie flying
ceny,-thie agonizing shrieks of the
woundd-are ail co-mingled -inin y
mind, but leave no trace of clearnoss or
connection between thern ; and it was
onily whien the coluînn wheclcd. to re-
formi, bohini the adviancing squadrons,
that I awokeo from my trance of mad-
dûning excitement, and perceived that
Ive Ilad carried the position, and cut off
thxe guns of the enomy.

IlWell donc, l4th!" said arn old grey,
headed colonel, as hc rode along Our
lino; Ilgallnntly don, lads!1" The
blood trickled froin a sabre cut on his
temple, along his check, as hoe spolie;
but lie cither knew it not, or heedod it
flot.

IlThere go the Germans,» saifi Powv-
er; pointing to the remainder of our bri-
gado, as thoy charged furious1y upon
the French intbntry, and rode theni
down in niasses.

Our guns camne iip at this time, and
a plunging fire was openod upon the
thick an& reotreating ranks of the enc-
my; the carnage rnust have been terri-
fir, for the long 'breaches in their linos

shwc where the squadrons of the ca-
,m.r Inhad paSsed, or the most dcstruc-
tire tide oftheariilleryhadsvept through
them. The spced of the flying coluins
greiv momentarily more; the road ho-
cine blocked up, too, by broken carria-
ges andiwoundod: and, to add to their
discomnfiture, a dainaging fire nom open-
cd [romn the towni Upon the retreaîing
columu, while the brigade of Guards
mad the 129î1 pressed hotly on thoir rear.

The sceno w=a now boCYond anything
maddcning in is interesi. From the
%=Ils of Oporto tho Englishi infantry
pourcdl forth in pursuit; while the river:
was covcred with boats, as tlicy still
cominued to cross over. The arfillery ý

thundered, froin the Sierra, to protect the
landing, for it wvas even sill contested
in places; and the cavalry, charging in
flank, swept the broken ranks, axîd bore
doxvn uipon their squares.

It -%as nov, when the fuîl-tide of vic-
tory ran hlighest in our favour, that wce
%vero ordered to retire from tfie rond.--
Column afier coluinn passed before us,
unmolested and unassailed; and not
even a cannon-shot arrested their stops.

Some linaccouiitable timidity of our
leader directed this movement: and
while, before our very oves the gallant
infantry were chnarging the retiring co-
li:mns, %ve remained stili and inactive.

How littie did the senso of praise xve
bad, alroady -%on repay us for the shame
and indignation we cxperienced at this
moment, as with burning che and
cornpressed lip ive watche the retreat-
ingr fiLs. IlWhat can ho inean?" IlIs
there not sonie, Mistakie ' "Are wVe
nover to chiarge b" were the muttered
questions around, as astaff officer gal-
loped up with the order to take ground
still farihor bac k, and nearer to, tue river.

The word %vas scarcely spoken,when
a young officer. la the uniform of a
genelral, dashed imnpeittously up; ho
held his plumed cap high ahove bis
head, as lie called out Il 4th, follow
mne! Left face--whel-charge!"

So, with the -word, wve were upon
theni. The Frenclh rear-guard was at
this moment at the narrowest part of thc
road, which opened by a bridge upon a
large open space, so that, forraing witlr
a narrowv front, and favoured by a dccli-
vity in the ground, 'WC actually rode
tliendo,.n. Twice tlie- French form-
cd, and tvice wectlxey brokxci.- Mlean-
whilo, the carnage wvas drcadful on boili
sides; our felloivs daslxing xadly for-
wvard whlxe thc ranks weie îlxickest,
the enemy rosisting xvith the stubboma
courage of men fxghilting mont for ilheir
last spot of groutid. So iînpctuous was
the charge of our -quadrons, that WCe
stoppcd not, tubl pioreCnig the deSe co-
bumns of tlxorctreating masslç, WCe reacli-
ed the open ground bcond. flore weD
wheeld alla pr.p:1rcd once more 10
mncot thora; whcn suddeniv sonie squa-


