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(Signed)  G. E. MITCHELL, Licut.-Col.
Srd A. U. S.

SAMUEL S. CONNOR, Major and
A. D. C. to Maj.-Gen. Dearborn.

WILLIAM KING, Major.
15th U. S. Infantry.

JESSE D. ELLIOTT, Licut.
U. 8. Navy.

W.CHEWETT, Licut.-Col. Com.
3rd Regt. York Militia.

W. ALLENX, Major 3rd Regt.
York Militia.
F. GAURREAT, Licut. M. Dpt.

According to the capitulation the total of pri-
soners amounted to two hundred and ninety-
three, yet some American accounts swelled
this number, one, to seven hundred and fifty,
another, to nine hundred and thirty. These
assertions, too, were made in the face of{Gen,
Dearborn’s official letter, in whichi t will 2ave
heen seen he does not, including Indians, rate
the British force at more than cight hundred.
Small as this force was, had it not been for
the unfortunate (as we deem it) halt of the
8thon their way from Kingston to Fort George,
the Americans would have had a still smaller
{orce to contend with. Sir George Prevost
and General Sheaffe deserve great censure for
this affair of York—the onc for allowing mil-
itary and naval stores to be deposited, and a
comparatively large sloop of war to be built,
in an exposed situation—the other for gross
negligence in not ordering the fortifications to
be put in order, and neglecting to take proper
measures for concentrating his troops and en-
suring somcthing like order and regularity.
General Sheaffe wasshortly afterwards super-
seded in the command, in Upper Canada, by
Major General De Rottenburg, and, returning
toMontreal, he took the command of the troops
in that district.

The Americans gained possession of a great
quantity of naval stores, of which the destruc-
tion had been neglected. The greatest loss,
however, was that of the ships—one of which
had been nearly planked. Fortunately the
brig Prince Regent had left the harbor some
three days before the attack, thereby escap-
ing capture. The stores taken at York, writes
Ingersol, “ by another mistake, were burnt
at Sackett’s Harbour,” so that the Americans
had not even this to boast of as a recompense
for the loss of so manymen. James evidently
seems disposed to accuse the Americans of
dealing harshly with the town, and states that

‘““they set fire, not only to the public build-
ings, civil as well as military, but to 2 tavern
some distance from York; and were proceed-
ing upon the same charitable errand to Hatt’s
Mills, had they not been deterred by informa-
tion of Indians being in the necighbourhood.”
Christic is, however, silent on this point, and
we are induced from the circumstance, as well
as from information gained from the actors in
the scene to consider James’ statement as
rather highly coloured. Ingersol does not
rank the advantage that occurred by the cap-
ture of York, at a very high rate, “with the
exception,” he says, “of the English General's
musical snuff box, wh'>h was an object of
much interest to some of our officers, and a
scalp which Major Forsyth found suspended
over the speaker’s chair, we gained but barren
honor by the capture of York, of which no
permanent possession was taken.”

Touching the scalp here mentioned, Inger-
sol pretends to give an official letter from
Commodore Chauncey to the Hon. William
Jones, Seeretary of the Navy, in which the
Commeodore is made to write:

Sir,—T have the honor to present you, by
the hands of Licut. Dudley, the British stand-
ard taken at York, on the 27th April last,
accompanied by the mace, over whick hung a
human scalp. ) .

“This atrocious ornament,” continues In-
gersol, * was sent to the Secretaryof War,
General Armstrong, who refused to receive or
suffer it to remain in his cabinet.” Armstrong
in relation to this affair, writes, *“ our trophies
were fewer but better taken care of One
human sealp, a prize made, as we understand,
by the Commodore, was offercd, but not ac-
cepted, as a decoration to the walls of the war
office.” It will be observed that Armstrong
does not say how, or where, Commodore
Chauncey acquired this valuable trophy, but
from the expertness of the backwoodsmen in
scalping, (we have already given one or tvo
instances of this,) it is not at all unlikely, but
that the scalp in question was that of an un-
fortunate Indian who was shot while in a tree,
by the Amcricans, in their advance on the
town, on the other hand, it may be gathered
from Armstrong's words, that Chauncey him-
sclf took the scalp,which he afterwards offered
as a prize todecorate the walls of the war office.
Ingersol devotes six and a half pages to this
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