
ST. JOHNýT, NEW BRtUNSWICK

Sir R. II. Shocafre did righit iu not bringing Iiu
ilon forward and exposîng theni to the fire of th(

eshipping; they camie forward Ut the proper time
whlen tIre cnemny had ccascd firing for fear of kil
ling their owil mou. If they failod, from. tire na~
ture of the ground and the distance theY hiad tc
mrarchi, iii arriving in. time, iL was neither the fauli
of the troops nor the commandier. I feel con*
vinceed thnt il(, military miar wili condema Gen.
Shieafl'e for having piaccd a portion of bis force
to protect tire oniy road by which tIre cnemy
iwouid g-ain ibis rear; this was a nccessary precati-
tion neyer to ho neglietod. Somo bave ventured
to predict that hiad the enemy been attacked after
the explosion of the magazine, iL would have
proved n easy couquest. You rnight as iveil
bave oxpected to accomplisli this by throwing
your amen inagazine at Lireir licads. Yon must
recoict tirat kt was niocossary for tire commander
to place bis own troops hcyond tire mark of the
explosion, and, aithougbi youaffrrm, tire contrary,
lie did do so, and this caused a distance of nearly
two miles to intervone botween tire two armies.
It %vas rather an impossibility to aseertain at suci
a distance, thrat a panie had heen caused, and
quito impracticahie ta makec a sudden attack ho-
fore it irad subsided. IL strik-es rue vcry forcihly
that our sadly crippled remaiuing force of sorne
four or five bundred ivouid have eut a tory sorry
figure lrad tirey attompted to make a rapid move-
nment for tira miles to attack an army of two
tirousand, lon- after they had had time to recover
froin tîrcir confusion.

Serjeant Marshrall no doubt thoirght lrimself a
toery dotver feilow, but I shouid like to ho inforta.
cd by ichat ride he intended ta compute tire time
'whicir Gen. ]Iike prop osed to take in anarching to
the inagaziine. If ho had made no hait, you ad-
mnit in your accouat,thiat, the "port-fire" wvasjust
tire right icngth. The trutb is, tire intention wvas
to give our retroatig troops 'Lime ta avoid the
danger, and to prevent thre enemny getting the
powder, Ioaving hlm to bis chance of broken
lieads. flowever ciumsily iL rrray have heen
doue, is nothiug to tire purposo, tiLat was Sergefint
M±arshrall's farrit. Tire objeet was gained and as 1
happoncdI ta, ho witir the rear guard, I arn quite
certain tirat none but straggiers could have hoon
injured. You ay tirat ho appeared to have no
Ilfixed plan." Ho could have had but one, and
tirat Nwas ta oppose tie landing. This ho tried.-
Ho did evcry trinrg ivIiici thre circunistances ad-
rnitted, and the means withmn bis power enahied
im to do. Ilis troops fougit and fougbht brave-

]y; yet tiey wore repulsed. Your own state-
ment of tire nuribors enged and tihe uls of kil.

sled and wounded on hoth sider suficiently prove
that our littie band did ail that mon couid de
a gainst sucli a superior force. Tlhero was ne

-hope lcft-there was no fortification to retire
-into, no broken «round, no heiglîte, no passes

which could bc defended, no expoctatiop of' rein-
tforcements, no arms to place iii the bands of the

militia froni the countryv had the) corne in.-
What more could have lreen donc ? JIad Gen.
Shocafi'e decided upon, making anotîrer stand, ne
doubt the meri would have fougit, bravely-ano-
ther uls of killed and woundcd would have been
added "lto gild the bitter pull" of defeat, and sat-
isfy John Bull'8 pu gnaciouS idea of a nev er give
Up fighit. But I ask "Cui bono ?" The generai
is responsible for tire lives of bis men, and "lfoui
fail hhn" who unnecessarilY sacrifices the life of
onc brave soldier to pander to the patriotic senti-
nrentality of those "IGentlemen wvho live ait case."
Oen. Sheaffe was a brave and good inan,-we do
not find any 7nilitary, authority making a charge
against him. Instead of heing called to an
account, he has heen since rewarded hy bis Sov-
ereign with a Ileginient. Hie bas liad no oppor-
tunity of confuting- the charges made hy scrib-
hiers at home, or scribhlers in Canada, during his
lifetime. Re died at a very advanced age, an d
to the last retained the esteein and respect of
tbose who kaew bita best. I ara not aware that
tbore is one of the regular arzny in the country
wbo was prescrit at the hattle,to defend him, but
mnyseif, and I trust that in common justice to tbe
dead, this letter, lengthy thougli iL be, will find a
place in your neit issue.

I ana, yours &c.,
TRUTH.

Cornwall, November, 1853.

ST. JOHNj-«NPEW BRUNSWICK.

Tup province of N.ýew Brunswick -was, until the
close of 1783, mnerely a county of Nova Scotia,
witb but a few inhabitants, wbo, scattered bere
and there aiorrg the banks of the mur, u.cont
streams whicb every wbere intersect the caun-
try, gained tbeir subaistence hy the products of
their industry as fisbermn or hunters.

In 1'8i Si became the homne of Many Most
respectable and iniluential fauxilies who bad beon
in the Blritish service, and wha, on retiremerît,
settled in the «United States; but, in consequence
of tireir attachint to British monarcby, wcre
obliged to, abandon the rcpubiican territory and
aeek an asylura under thre B3ritish flac.. In 1784,
the first Governor, Honorable T. Carlton, entered
on office and continued for two years ta conduet
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