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Voting in the Church.
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A. CAMPBELL IN 1835.
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$ow that vote shall be given, whether
eet and hand siretching out the hand, as the
td had glaek word found in Acts xiv. 23 and
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to Burrnjgther by standing up, or saying aye

or nay, may itself be a question of ex-
pediency to be decided by a vote of the
community. And certainly it matters
not in this instance what the form be,
provided only the mind of the church
be clearly ascertained.

A matter of greater importance
occurs. Must the church be always
unanimous before it acts upon any
question of fact or expediency 2 VWhile
it is possible to be of one fath and
of one hope, however desirable it may
be, it is not to be expected that a con-
gregation will always be of onemind in
alt questions of discipline and exped-
iency which may occur in their earthly
pilgrimage. Some, however, will in-
sist not only upon one opinion in
matters of abstract speculation, bui
upon one mind in all matters of exped-
iency.

In the New Testament we have the
word which the Greeks used for majority,
sometimes translated “the greater part.”
1 Cor. xv, 6. ** The more part.” Acts
xix. 32 ; xxvii. 11, and “the many " 2
Cor. ii. 6. Where the censure inflicted
upsn a certain individual is spoken ot,
rendered by Macknight ¢ the majority.”
“ Sufficient for such a one is the cen-
sure inflicted by the majority,” plainly
intimating that not every individual but
that a decided majority of the church
had concurred in the sentence pro-

nounced. .
True, indeed, that where there is

much love and great devotion to the
will of the Lord there will be the
greatest approaches to unanimity in all
matters of great importance, The wis-
dom which comes from above is first
pure, then peaceable, gentle and easy to
be persuaded. Self-willedness is no
ornament to the Christian character,
and when each esteemis his brother as
better than himself therc will not be
much earnestness displayed in striving
to carry our views of expediency over
the judgment of others.

Besides, it is sometimes inexpedicnt
for the majority to carry all in its
power. There may be occasions when
it is better for the majority to waive its
privilege than to carry its point.
These, however, are matters which dis
cretion and good sense must and will
decide according to the bearing of all
ncasures upon the good order, peace,
harmony and prosperity of the brother-

hood.
All yarmth and impassioned feeling

in the house of Gud is disorderly ; and
no church acting under the guidance
of the Good Spirit will ever attempt
hastily to decide a matter in the midst
of the least excitement.

Still, however, neither reason, nor
experience, nor revelation itsel suggests

any other method of procedure in all
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Tired but Sleepless

I8 a condition which gradually wears
away the strength,  Let the blood be
purified and eariched by Iood's Sar-
saparilla and this condition will cease.
¢ For two or three years X was subject to
poor spells, Ialways felt tired, could not
sleep at night and tho littlo X could eat
did not do me any good. I read about
Hood’s Sarsaparilla and decided to try it.
Before I had finfshed two bottles 1 began
to Jcol better and in a short time I felt
sll right and had gained 21 pounds in
weight. Iamstronger and healthierthan
I have ever been in my life.” JOoHN W.
Covanriy, Wellaceburg, Ontario.

Hood’s Sarsaparilla
Is the Only
True Blood Purifier

Prominently in tho publiceyetoday. Be
sure to get Hood’s and only Hood’s. Do
not be induced to buy and other.

Hood’s Pills

curo all lver {lls, billouss
noss, hcadache. 25¢.

questions of expediency respecting men
or measures than that the voice of
the majority, when clearly and fully
expressed, should be cordially and con-
scientiously acquiesced in by the min-
ority. Indeed, some churches make it
a rule that no measure shall be adopted
but upon am expressed unanimity.
This, without intending i1, necessarily
subjects the congregation to an oli-
garchy or monarchy—to the dictation
or to the weakness of not merely a
minority, but often of a single indi-
vidual. On this scheme a minority,
often an individual, governs the whole
church. In nine times out of ten it is
more likely to happen that there will be
a dissident or two, who cannot think
with the majority on such matters, than
that there will be a perfect unanimity,
What is to be done in such cases—act
or not? If the church does not act,
then she is governed by a minority, and
the majonity yield. 1If she act, then is
the principle of unanimity abandoned.
The only question, then, is, whether
is it most expedient and comely that
the minority submit to the majority, or
the majority to the minority ; for one of
them must yield. Unanimity we have

seen very generally gives to the small-

est minority the absolute control of the
whole conmmunity. There can be no
debate. The minority will, in the spirit
of love, and in the spirit of Christian
modesty, agree to submit to a clear
and decided majority. Having, indeed,
agreed when no question is before the
church that such shall be its custom,
the miuority feels itself always justified
in submittting to the judgment of the
greaier part.

It is scarcely necessary to be ob-

served that before the voice of a com-

munity can be called for, the proposi-
tion ought to be clearly stated and fully
explained ; so that all who vote may
vote understandingly. The question,
therefore, ought never to be put until
the congregaton shall have had time
maturely to consider the matter, Good
order, indeed, being the same thing in
ll deliberative bodies, those rule: which
have universally obtained in other as-
semblies of the people in this country
may very suitably and safely be adop-
ted on such accasions as call for an ex-
pression of the mind of the church on
any of those questions of fact or ex-
pediency which demand its decision;
with this proviso only, that more
courtesy, good feelin, and good spirit
should always be displayed in the house
of God than usually appear in the
moral, literary, or political assemblies
of the people.

Child-Saving Work.

Any person desiring to adopt a
Canadian child will hear of some very
suitable cases by writing Rev. C. W.
Waich, Brighton, Ont, who has
several children placed in his care for
adoption into good Christian homes.
He has seme bright little beys, of tiree
and under, Canadian children, wh. are
deserving of good homes. Persons
applying will please send name and ad-
dress of their pastor.  Ministers and
others knowing of orphan and destitute
children in need of assistance, Mr.
Watch will be pleased to correspond
with and advise in the matter, Finan-
cial aid and clothing, in behalf of
orphan and destitute children, will be
appreciated and applied as the donor
desires.
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Sarsaparilla exceed those of all others.
There is no substitute for Hood’s.
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