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of distaînt subjects. The' exclusive right
of hunting and ishing in the American
dominions of the Czair %vaq granted co
the Russo-American Fur C01mpany, in
1779, bY thz! Emperor, Paul VIII. This
comp-iny exported annually 25,000 skins
of the seal, sea-otter, beaver, etc., beiides
about 20,000 sea-horse teeth. 'Flic
country wvas governed by the company
through its chief director, tili 1862 when
its charter expired.

Nowv came a mernorable day ; the
satisfaction of ail Iiberty-loving North
Amierica mnay not have been unalloyed
wvhen the stars and stripes were raised
over Baranoif Castle, b-it certainly, no
one 'vas sorry to, see removcd froin the
nîap of the continent every suggestion of
the knout and Siberian horrors. The
United States made a superb bargain in
1867, in purchasing Alaska for $7,200,000
in gold, and the Russian bear, in selling,
showed that bis possessions in the new
%vorld %vere a thorii in his side. TPhe
Czar's experience tended to convince hini
that there wvas littie to expect from- the
territory discovered by Vitus B-chring,
and is reverses in Crimea h.îd, no doub t,
left imii in need of gold, but, iii the mmnd
of bis Imperial flîghness, a more cogent
reason for parting with Alaska must have
beeti the probability that bis ill-disguised
project of extending bis frontier in Europe
and Asia, wvould sooner or later give soine
British naval commander a claim to dis-
tinction, for having ended Russian mile in
America.

Bancroft gives as the principal reasons
for the transfer, the appreciation, by the
Amnericans, of the natural wvealth of
Alaska, and the amicabie relations of the
contracting parties. T'he first reason is
admirable ; but to see 4 parade of amiicable
Trelations between an American or a
European republic, wvhose citizens dlaimi
to consider liberty and refinement as
cboicest gifts, and a country where st;alk
the ugly twins, despotism and uncoutlîness,
recalîs the proverb :-"-Consistency, thou
art a jewel.» Let the purchaser of
Alaska and England's ally at Sebastopol,
envy, if they will, fiourishing foreign pos-.
sessions, not theirs, but Britain's, but let
tliem, by pen and sword, rathier urge the
tyrannous Czar to better the lot of bis
pïesent subjects, than prostitute these
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nühle wvap)ns in procuring Iiiiii other-
serfs.

1Corne back to, our trip northward,
reader ; the study of Bancrofi's pages.
must be suspended for a short timie, wlicn
your steamer reiches bistoric Sitka, or a
little fardier to the nortlieast, on tbe
mnainland, Juneau, so young, that it is not
gatnerally indlcated on our iiilE The
capital lias less tian, a thousand inhabi-
tants ; Juneau now surpasses it in impor-
tance, having a populatio' of about three
thoisand, and is stl growing rapidly.
Vou cannot be long in this interesting
territory enibracing over 500,000 square
miles without seeing ev.:dence of magni-
ficent resources. Juneau largely owes its
foundation andgrowth tothe recentdevelop)-
ment of the gold-bearing ledges of south-
eastern Alaska 'Ple largest quartz mîli
in the 'vorld crushe.; 4%%ay in the Tread-
wveil Mine, Douglas Island, wvhose annual
output is $i,8oo,ooo ; another mine is
said to have yieided $ io,ooo a day d urina
the past season ; in addition Io these
several %vonderful mines migbit be nmen-
tioned, and yet the gold-finding industry
is only in its infancy. It wvas broughtout
before the B21 ring, Sea Commission a fewv
years ago, that the Pribyloif Island herd
of seals, num-:s at least one million,
likely flve millions. One hiundred thous-
and or more skins nith t probably be
placed on the market annually witbouit
decreasing the seal herd. Besides the
seal, animais in Alaska, valuable for their
ski1ýs, are the fox, sable, beaver, lynx,
wvolverine, bear and deer. Its immense
fiçheries were wvhat the Americans had
principally in view in buying the territory.
The cod (not the true cod of the Atlantic)
and herrings abound ; so does the otila-
chan, a smclt: which may be used as a
torch, so copious is the supply of oil that
it contains. XVhitefish, inuch resemibling
those of the Great Lakies, and many
species of saliiaon are caught, and whale-
fishing is extensively carrird on in Behring
Sea and the Arctic. The ivory of the
walrus is also an article of export. Mucb
valuable tiînber exists, as the noble yellow
cedar, balsamn-fir and hemlock, but
lumber kings have, up to the present,
hardly be-gun to thin the stately forests of
Alaska. In 1887, two decades alter the
purchase of the territory, the commerce


