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ideal ai what they ouglit ta be is set before them, and
thcy are stirrcd upta realize it. Such novels arc not
imerons, but Uic>' cxist. Takce Kitngslcy's Il West-

ward Ho " and IlTwvo Years Ago, " and Mrs. Rundie
Charles' IlJoan the Maid."I NN'e unia), gain niuclî frouin
sucla good novels, given two conditions: (a.) 'liat ive
do not read too many. WVhile rcpectitioni strcngtlxcns
our active enCrgits, it wcakcneis our ernotional inîprcs-
siomîs. The more you read, thec lcss )'OU will etîjoy.
(b) That we do flot rend for ncre aniuscemît. Wliat
was scriously writtcn iay be seriously read, and lîoi
scriously thc best fictitn is written ive se in the bio-
gra phy of the author of" IlVcstiward lia."I

Turning froin fiction ta thcology, wc cannet lcave
unnanicd that bady of rcligious Jiterature wlîich ive ail
have, which is at once mast ancient and yet ever newv,
awaking the delightaofthe child and tic awcd adnîir-
atian ai the giant in intellect. Its naine of Biler is
a-i acknowledgnîent that it is ilit Book; thc niman
îîho lnows- it onl>' is educated in the highest sense;
the nman whô does flot kmaow it bas miscd tlie best
thing that Litera turc has ta o«fer its.

Thcre arc twa ways in which ive nia> fail ta re.ap
from it the rich harvest that nia), bc reaped. If, lool,
in- at itonly on its human side, we read witis thccold
superiority af the critic twho ignores manas siritual
nceds and deniesthat sucla nccds cati find satisfactiona,
and forges (if 1 may for the thîrd tinte refer ta -Ses-
ame and Lilies Il Ilthat noa syllable of that great Book
was ever yet ta be understoad but through a deed,'
wc miss again and again nieanings tlaat arc obvious
ta many a simple soul tvho docs nat Iknow what "1crt-
icisrn is.

If again, looking at it anly on its divine side, wc
read it in that devant but wholly unnatural wvay timat
ig1nores altogether that it is History and Literature,
we tumn a divine banîquet into a fcast ai scraps, and
in the end miss even the spiritual edîfication that ive
might have gained.

WVhat is needed is a combination af thorough amîd
intelligent study, with the enflightened hcart of that
I:'rcnch lady -who, îçhcn asked why she belicved in
the divinity of the Bible, answered : " Ilecausc I have
become acquainteti with the Author."

Lastly we turn ta the consideratian af Rig*f Mldk«
in aur reading. Wc may possss gaod books
wc may read them, an.d yet tvc nay bc littie the bet-
ter because we read arniss. It is an aid saying that
he who would bring the wealtha ai the Indics thence
must take it thither. WVhat ire gct fromn a baok.
largely depends upon wbat we put inta it. Unless
wc are ini somte sympathy with the author, -ie shali
niisunderstand, as did the mathernatkcian wvho laid
down -1Paradise Lost " with the comment that hc
faund in it a great deal ai assertion and vcry littie
ifprou

Thomas Fuller tells a dclicious story of a rich and
unlearned owner of maaîy books entering the bare
rooni of a poor student %vith this greeting: Il ve
doctor, sine libris !" W\'hen the v'isit wvas returned, the
student glaanced round thc wcell filled shclvcs, and said
quictly: "Salvetc libri, sine doctc !"

Takc Bacon's Essay "0 f Studie-s" for many 'wise
àind wckglay nvords on metlaods in reading. "lNon
multa sed niultuni" is an excellent nmotta here. Those
wvliose culture lias been of the highest type have oftcn
bcti siiiiknis of a fcwv first rate books rather than
readers af a grcat niany, good bad and indifferent.
Onîe boolk rastcred is %worth fair mort than twenty
skimined. Thcrc is in the world more curiosity to
know iwhat is said on a subject thami ta knoîv the
truthi about it, aîîd satisfaction af the former curios-
ity kcaves us little the %viser.

Mr. Gladstone tells us that he lias becn aianly in-
ilucnccd by four authors: S. AXugustine, Bishop
Butler, Aristatie and Dante.

Archdeacon 1Fa.rrr %vould give yaung people five
"bcst books- to read, mark, Icarn and inwardly di-

gecst: "4flac Mýeditatiosof Ma.rcusAurclius, Thomas
à Kenapis,'"Ilmitatia Chris.ti,"' Dante, Shakcespeare
and 'Milton.

Lowcell nanmei five indispensable authors : ornier,
Dante, Cervantes, Goethe <i.c, Faust) and Shakes-
Pcarc.

Short as thesc lists arc, cach include *s books of
widely diffcrent ages and races. flic battle betwcen
ancient and madern books %vhich Swift described is
bcst made a drawnu game by availing ourselves of
both.

Anothcr reason for aiming nt few rather than
naany is that a book worth rcading is îvorth reading
thrcc times: ist, that ive may knowv it; 2nd, that
ive nizy understand it; 3rd, that ive may store itup.

Once again let us lay ta hcart this 'vise maxim :
A -%ord unknovn is a sentence niisunderstood !"

and lct us flot bc aslianicd ai minute accuracy and ai
frcqucntly turnisig to the dictionary, espcaially the
ctyrnological dictionary. i iithc study of our own
language as wcIl as af other Janguages.

1t is a real help, ta young rcader particubudy, to
kecp a list af ai books ircad. The record of aur
choicc af books confronts us and shames uis into
iiiaking it agood anc. Exact stateumnts aititle and
authoes nanie are also useful for future reference.

Finally, iwhatevcr the vicws af our author arc, and
wce have agree to kcave attagcthcr unread thoSe
books whos tendency %ve iwinu ta bc haminful, let
us net rend hirn for the flrst tinte in that criticalatti.
tude that is so de4ihtful ta the hall learned.
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