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learned that she was bloved ;but for ber tboy
were fuit of sweet significance.

Captain Barringer's stay at Belair was brought
te a prornature close by an imporative summons
te join bis rogirnont in India. Any but a very
ebservant spectater cf the pnrtincg between hin
and Frederica would bave characterised that
ceremony as a piceocf petite frigidity ; butit had
eccaît igns of its owu, unnoted by the world, in
that tender tingering pressure cf the baud ; in
that oes flnsing ganace cf love frein the soldier's
dark luninous eyes, artfutiy veiled nextrmoment
under thoir long lashes; in thoso two little words,
IlDinna forget," wbispered under thc breti, and
instinct with a precions moaning cf their own.
And thon ho was gene.

"4Dinna forget Pl Woutd sic ever forget hum?
wbispered Frederica te berseif. No; nver-
nover!1

Twe uneventful years -had corne and gene
aince Captain Barringer loft Belair;- but neither
thxe distraçtions cf baîf a season in London
(tewn did net agree witb Lady Spencelaugb's
beaitb), nor thc quieter pleasures cf country-
life, bad dulted the odge of Frederica's mornory.
Day aftor day she Iived ever again, in tbougbt,
the words, thc looks, the toues cf the gayyenng
sotdier ; and without being in the toast metan-
choty or toeoorn, sb.e clung witb att wonan's
devotion te the fetish she bad sot up in ber owa
hoart, saying te herseif; turnes witheut number,
tint it must be good 'Xd truc becauso it was se'
beautiful. She board cf ber idet frequontly,
but net from in ; certain taw proeoedings,
wbich the barenet bad kindly ceuscnted te
watch in the interest of bis young friend,
necesitating froquent communications betwecn
the captain ' and Sir Pbilip; and the tetters cf
the former nover conctuded witbont somae
message te, Miss Spencetaugh, wbieh the baronot
atways delivered witb perfect geed faith in thoir
humerons unveracity; but wherefrorn Frederica
contrived te elicit a deeper meaning than the
mere words thenselves seerned te cenvey. Ia
ene ef bis earlier episttes, Capts.in Barriager
bad declared bis intention cf selling ont at the
end of tiree yoars, and cemiug homo te settie;
an intimation wbicb, te Frederica'g ears, could
bave but one interpretatien-tben weutd bis
love, bitherte unspoken, reveal itsetf in words,
thon would ho dlaim, ber as bis own fer ovor.

But it was al ever new-the brigbt droan
which she bad cberisbed with sncb tender faitb-
faînesa. Love's little conedy was played ot;
the lampe woro oxtingnisbed ; the curtain bad
corne down with a mun; and the chili gray day-
ligbt of reality was ponred over the scene cf se
many vanisbed illusions. Ia the first sharp pain
cf ber loss, sho tbeugbt berseif mgre deeply
strieken tian sbe was in reality; she knew
littie cf the gentie power cf Tino te bheal far
werse wounds than bers; but deemed that al
ber life must henceforthbeh as blank and dreary
as she foîtthe presonttoe . Uer woran's prido
was doepty weunded te find hew oasity sho txad
altowed berseif te ho foted hy eue whoeoenty
ebject had been te wbito away a few idie heurs;
but sbe held ber crushed- heurt bravoly, andIuttered ne plaint; and neyer had ber oyes shoneImorely brigbtly, ner ber dark beauty flushed te
a rarer leveliness, than on that sunuy afternoon
wnen s rode seaward frein Betair, 'with tho
deareat hopes cf ber yonng lifo qnencbed witbin
ber for over.

A strong tide was rclliug maguificently infwben Frederica reined up ber mare on tbe sun-
mit cf the great rock known as Martell's Loap.
Sie took off ber bat, and lot the breoze play
anong ber bair, and listened te the rear cf the
waves as tbey ahivered ou the beach tbre
bundred foot beiow; with eyes that foltewed
dreaniiy in the wakeocf some outward.bouud
shaip, wbose white sails gleamed ghest-like
tiough tho baze that voiled the horizon a mile
or two awny. She watcbed tilt the ship could
bo seen ne longer, and thon turued Zuleika:s bond
iuland, and rode geatly heneward by way cf
St. David'a Valley, and threugh the fruitful
champaiga country tînt stretched seuthward
frein Ielair. Cening up with Sir Phitip in the
park, leading bis cob by the bridie, wbich bad
fatten'lame, she dlsmeunted, and teck ber uncle's

armn, while Mr. Bevis turned off in the direction
of the stables with Zuleika and tho cob.

IlYour roses are quite brilliant this afteraoon,"
said the old man gallanty.-"i Oh, been as far
as Martelis Leap, bavo you ? Far botter than
dawdling in the bouse, my dear; only hc careful
you don't let Zuleika tako yeni too near the edgc,
or the catastrophe that gave its naine to the
place might unfortunately ho repeated. Let us
rest here for a minute or two; I have somcthing
particular to say to you, and 1 could hardly
have a quietor spot than this te say it in."

Fredericas boart sank within bier; sho fore-
boded but too surely what it %vas that lior uncle
wished to say to ber. They bad left tho main
avenue of the park, and had takon a by-path
tbrough the sbrubbery which would bring fliein
more quickly to the bouse, and had now reached
a little secluded neok among the greeury-a
somicircle of softest turf, plantod round with
evergroens, witb bore and there a rustic seat
and in the jnidst a talt terminal figure of Hymen
in white marbie, placed there by some provions
owner of Belair, te mako sacred the grovo vhere
hoe bad woood and won tho lady wbom ho after-
wards made bis wife.

Tbe baronet an~d bis nieco sat down on a
curiously carved beach, shaded by an immense
laurel froin tho rays of tho westering sun. Sir
Pbilip sat witbout speaking for a minute or two,
tapping bis boot absently with bis riding-whip-
a taîl, wbite-haired bnndsoeo old man, but very
frail and delicate-looking; witb manners that
wcre mnrked by a certain kindly, old-world
courtliness of tone not often met with now a
days.

"lYen rernein er, Frcddy,' hoi began at tast,"ry speakiLg to you, somoe timo age, respecting
the union wbich I wisbe(f to bring about ho-
tweon my friend Duplessis and yourself ? You
bave flot forgotten wbat passed at that time VI

"1 bave not forgotten, uncle."1
"That is well. I forbore to press the subiect

becauso 1 saw that it was distasteful te you, but
nono the less bas it dwelt in xny mimd ever siace,'and I cannot rcsttilI have brought it once more
before your attention, and-and, in short, donc
ail that lies in my power te induco yon to view
it in a more favourablo iight. I arn an old man,
and my turne in this world is short-nay, niy
dear, it is as I tell you; I say it calmly nnd
seriously. Wben spriag ncxt cornes round, i
shaîl hardly ho smong yen; and my medical
man, if ho chose couid tell yeu the saine thing.
Yon bave been as dear to me, Freddy, as any
daughter couid bave been, and 1 amn naturally
aaxious to sec yeu cornfortabiy setticd,' and withi
a borne cf your own, whilc I amn stili bore to
look after yeur interests. Lady Spencelaugh
and you have nover agreed overweit together;-
and when I shaîl ho gene, Gaston will bc master
of Belair, aad tho old bouse will liardly seom
tike aborne teyou. Wo bave ne near relatives;
and the sociuded life whichi the stateocf my
beaith bas cempelied me te lend, bas precluded
the formation of many intirnato friendsliips.
Undcrtbese circuinstauces, the cousideration cf
your futuro bias naturally been a source cf sorno
anxiety te me; and te sec yen bappily marricd,
dear, weitd lift a groat weight frein my mmnd.
Wben your father lay dying, ho took me by thc
baud, aad said: IlWben I arn gene, Phil, yen
rnust look after mny little girl. 1I bave bier in
your bands. Bring ber up religriously, and wbeni
she is old eneugh, find ber a good man for a
busband; and may beaven dent by yen, as yen
deal by ber 1" I loved yen at first hecauso yen
werc a wec tittte orphan and my brothev's child,
but soon yeu grew as doar te mc as tbougb you
were my own ; and I have strivea te carry eut
poor Arthur's wishes te the best cf rny abi1ity.'"

"lDear -uncle 1" said Frederica, with tearfuli
eyes, "9Papa bimself could net bave doue more
for me than yen bave donc."

"lFor the tast baîf-dezen years,"1 resurncd Sir

accerd, and witbeut a word frein me, yeu would
pick eut sorno wortby gentleman on wbom te
bestew your band and beart-and cf sucb suitors
you have had more than one or two te whem I
could bave given yeu with every confidence.
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But tino gees on, and stili Endymion cernes net,
and te ail others Diana is celd as an icicle.1"

Ho teek lber baad fendly, and stroked it gently
between bis. "lFour mentbs age," hoi weat on,IlMy friend, Henri Duplessis, came te me, and
asked my permission te address yen on a subject:
very ucar tebis beart. The permission hoe asked
for 1 gave bita readily, kuowing ne man te
whoin 1I weutd seener mtrtst the bnappiuess cfmy dartiug than te hum. Ho spoke te yeu, and
bis suit was rejected, and in that respect ho ouly
inet the fate cf othors who bad ventured before
hum. For bis sake,I1 departed frein the course Ilaid dewnlfor myselflong ago-.not te iaterfcre by
wvord or look in suchi matters. I hiuted teyen how;
lappy it lay iii your power te mako both bim anad
mae, could youtseoyurway clearty todoso. My:
words distressed yen. and I totd yen te consider
theonans unsnid. But agras, to-day, 1 venture te
1lead once more the cause cf my fr-iend. De'net mistake me, beowever; I ar notnetbre at bisroquest.....bouws nothing cf this. Ho bowed
uumurrnuringly te your decision, and frein that
day te this tho subject bas neyer been inontioed
botween uis; but, unless I misjudge bita greatly,
ho is net a man whose feelings readily change.
Ah, Freddy, if yen could but teara te teck
favourably on bim 1!Hli l a gentleman by hirth
anud ducation-...geaerous, bandacine, and accem-
Plished; and although hoe is net a rich man,that fact would not, I arn sure, influence yourinclinations in the sligbtest degree. That ho isbrave, botîs yen nnd 1 bave hall ample preof,else ho wou]d net bave risked bis tifs te save
mine as recklessly as bie did that day in the
Pyreuees. When a manreachos my ago hie
soldom nmakes new frieudsbips; but my beart
seemed te varm te Houri Duplessis, from the
moment my eyes openod on bis pleasant face,bout auxieusly over me, in that little auberge
ameng the bis; bad it net boon for bis boidspirit and strong arm, tboy woutd nover baveopeued again on enrtb, Ah, Freddy, Freddy,if yen could but loara te tlike him Il

Ho was stilt streking bier baud tenderly ho-
twoen bis withered patins. Thero was a far-
away leck lu Frederica's eyes as shie sat, almost
as iminovablo ns a statue, gaziug eut iute theviolet sky ; but there ivas a bitter warfare geing
on in bier benrt.

IlWould it make yen se very bappy, unclo, ifI ivero te try te 'tlike' Mr. Duplessis a littie ?"
A bright enger tigbt came into the old man's

eyes, and bis bauds began aIl at once to tremble
as ho spoke. IlWeutd it make me bappy?7" hesaid. IlIt woutd take away altogether mygreatest earthty anxioty; it woutd cheer and
gtaddeu, far more than 1 can teit yen, the fewremaining days tbat are left me in this world,
and crown my tife with a bappiness whicb
foot wontd ho far greater than niy deserts. Ah,darling, toit me that yen wilt de this, and a
old man's b]essing witt foltew yen tbrougb tife 1"1"I witl strive te de as yen wish, uncle," said
Frederica.

lie drew lber face close te bis, and kissed ber
fendly, and thon turned away bis bond, for bis
eyes wvere dirn, and ho wantcd turne te rocover
blimsolf.

Il Ve will go homo ncw, uucle; if you ploase"
said Frederica. There wags seretbing in the
toilecf lber voice which grated on bis ears, and
hoe peered anxiously inte bier face as hoe offered
ber bis arn; and bis beart sank a littie, she
teekcd se pnssieutoss and cold, with that steny
far-aivay look in bier eyes, as tbough she bad
caught a glimpse cf tho Gergen's bond in pass-
iug, and atready theo htigbt werc falting upon
bier.

ciWere I net as certain as a peer buman beiug
can heocf anytbiug," urged lio, bastily, i"that
this stop witl uttirnatoly couduce te your bappi-
nessI 1weuld net persuade yen te take it. Some
day, dear, in the yoars te cerne, yen willook
and say: 'My old Uncto did wbat hoe tbougbt
bcst for rny bappiaess, and bis judgmentwas not
sncb a bad oee fter atl.'-Ileluri wilt make yen,
a truc and loving busband.....f that 1 arn sure."

"lPardon me, uncte," said Frederica, "lbut
yen arc pntting a far more absointe construction
on My werds than 1 intended thein te cenvey."1

Hc laughed a pleased litte lnugh. tgWeil)
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