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THE SHEPHERD PSALM April 18, 1915

LESSOI; SETTING-'« This ie a ehepherd's song in prae of his Shapherd." Il. was written by David, wl,>,.
as a boy, kept his father'e flocke upon the bills of Blethlehem.

GOLDEN TEXT-The Lord le my shepherd.-Psalm 23:! .

iMNemnorize Psalm 23. THEf LESSON PASSAGE-1'salm 23.
1 The Lont) is my ehepherd; I, shalh not want. me ; thy rori and thy staff thoy comfort me.
2 Ho maketh me to lie down in green pasture: ho 5 Thou preparest a table befora me in the jireeao

leadath me besido the stldI waters. of mine cuomies : thou 
2 

anoinLesL mny hond with ail;
3 Ho restoreth my soul : hie 1 eadoth me in the my cup runneth over.

paths of righteousness for hie nane's sake. 0 Surely goodacess and mercy ehali follow tri ail
4 Yen, though 1 walk through the valley o! the the daye of my lifo : and I wilt dwcll in the house of the

ehadow of dcath, 1 wiii fear no avil : for thou art with, Lon for ever.
Revised Version-' guideth ; 2hast anointed.

*HOM1E DAILV BIBLE READINOS
M.N.-The Shepherd Psalm, Pz. 23. Th.-'Thcy shall d,%ell safely," Ezek. 34 : 22-31.
T.-The Good Shiepherd. John 10 .7-16. F.-In safc keeping, John 10 :22-29.
W.--God's wonderful provision. Ps. 107: 31-43. S."Whom shail I fear 7"Ps. 27 : 1-9.

Sunday-" The Lord ie tlîy keepor," Ps. 121.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED
1. GOD AS qIlEPIEIZD.-1. The Lord la may

shephnrd. It was natural for David. the king who
had been a shcpherd ad who lived in a country of
shcpherd!,, to think of God in this wy. (Compare Ps.
77 i20; 80 @ 1.) It ivasa land of eudden torrents, of
wolves ind rohhcrs, ef parching thirst and scanty

qtreame. What a shaphtrd does
for hie eheep in such a country,

'I pictures wbat Gcd docs for Hispeo-
pIe. The psahaiet sys "my"
shepherd. glaclly heiieving thrit the
Lord knows and carte for him per-
sonally. So Jes. the Gond Shep-
hcrd, knowe9 ehch of Hi shecp and
is know-n of themn (sec John 10 : 3,
14). 1 shall not want ; "I1 have
no ant ; "-it is a matter cf pre-s-
ent daily axparience that God gives
everything that Rie peoplc caa
possibly need, for body and soul,
for this lite and the life to coma.

2, Sa. Maketh me ta lie down ;
-as the Estern shnpherd makzes his

flock lie down in thc noontida hent
(compare .1er. 33. 12). So Jes
promises us rest for our souLs,
Matt. Il : 29. In green pas-
tures ; pa3turei 'whero thera would
ha plenty cf eveet and tender grass.
Sa the Gond Shephard protides

* abundantly fôr tho.e who follow
Him, John 10: 9. Hoa loadath
me. The shepherd, in tho East,
goas Meore his flock and they fol-

ROD -TAF ] îo, hira, instc:id of heing drive'>3, as
or or

CLUB CROOX ia thi Wet Basido the eill
_ waters ; literally "'waters qrf rcst,-

watcr frora cool, dacp wcles. The " waters" ira net
rncrciy driniking water, but choic water. nrit only
satistfying thirnt. but giingz rdrcsbmnt. In the Eat
the ehecp requirce water daily, owving ta tho heat and
drynotes of the climate. The hietingi which Je-qua

bringe for the enul, arc heautifully rcpreentcd by the,
cîcar, spirkling, thirst-quanehing. lifc-giving %vatcr.
Restoreth my soul ;or 'my lift;." The Lord r..'
vives, strengthiens, restoes te fui] activity and enioy-
ment.

IL. Gol, As GurnE.--sb. Re guldeth me (11ev.
Ver.) -; as on a journoy, in wvhich, it is easy te stray t rom
the pathway. We need a guidle, and God le our guide.
Ins tboe paths of righteousnese; ,"«in right tracks;
thao that lead directly and safely ta the place wbich
Gcd would have me rcach. as dietinguished tram wron
paths which would )ead atray. For hie name's sake;
to prove that Ha je the loving and faithful Lord ivhom
Ha bas dcclared Hlimself to ho (se.- Ex. 34 - 5-7). "The
divine name or honor is involved in guiding rightly."
Tha gudance cf God je "not of may deserving. but out
of Hie own goodness, for the manifesqtation of H-ie own
alory, and the fturthoraace cf Hie kingdam upon earth."

4. Valley of the shadow of death ; Rev. Ver.
Margin, "'vallay et dcep d.arkness." The psalmist ha>
in mind one cf th4se many pracipitous ravines or w.ady.i
common in the bill country cf Palestine, difiruit te
ascend and desrend, dark, gloomy and ahouadiag in
cavesq, the ahode of wild beasts and robhers. Such
dark places are found in life, and at lest thora will bc
tht glonmcf death. I wilI fe.r ne evil. Evils cannot
ha avoided, but cf nana will tho pealmiet ha in terrer.
Thou art with me ; and those under Gnd's guidanre
mnay ha hiurt but cannt ho harmerl. Through thn
<.arkest way lia will lcad themn out into tha light nf
victnry and joy. Thy rcd ; a short cakcen Club. atout
ennugh te brain a wild heast. Staff ; a long ern',k
used in climbing or ta Iran upan. Eastern -shepherd-s
stifl carry bath. Com!crt me ; streagthen, ealmn,
stcady me with, the assurance cf protection and -tdo,
ai-rival et my des-tinstion.

III. GOD AS IIOST.-6-. Prepareat a table before
me. Gcd the hosýt welcomes Hie guet te a feset made
rcady for him. la the proscie of mine onem3es;
[rom whom the host, accordiag ta Eaatern cuetanu', ie
hound te protect the guet at ai

1 
cosete. Anolnted MY

head wlth cil. It was the Eisterrn custom thus to
bc'aor a guet cn entocrinz the banquet roem. Negirct
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Lesson III.


