6 The Home Study Quarterly

Lesson I.

THE KINGDOM DIVIDED

January 1, 1911

LESSON SBETTING-—Our last sories of Lessons from the Old Testament (July to December, 1008)
brought us to the close of Bolomon's reign  The Lessons for 1911 begin with the coming of Reboboam, the
son of Solomon, to the throne, and will carry us on to the close of the Old Testament history.

GOLDEN TEXT—He that walketh with wise men shall be wise; but a companlon of fools shall be destroyed.--
Proverbs 13: 20,

* Memorize vs. 13, 14.

THE LESSON PASSAGE—1 Kings 12: 6-16.

Study 1 Kings

12: 1-24. Read 1 Kings 11: 26-40.

6 And king Rehobo’sm ! consulted with the old
men, that 2stood before Sol’omon his father while he
yet lived, ? and said, How do ye advise that I may
answer this neople ? i . N

7 And they spake unto him, sayving. If thou wilt
be a servant unto this people this day, and wilt serve
them, and answer them, and speak good words to
them, then they will be thy servants for ever.

8 But he forgook the counsel of the old men, which
they had given him, and ! consulted with the youn
men that were grown up with him, ¢ and which stoo
before him : .

9 And he said unto them, What counsel give ye
that we may § answer this people, who have spoken
to me, saying, Make the yoke ¢ which thy father did
put uxon us lighter ? .

.10 And the young men that were grown u7p with
him spake unto him, saying, Thus shalt thou 7 speak
unto this people that spake unto thee, saying, Thy
father made our yoke hesvy, but make thou it lighter
unto us ; thus shalt thou 8say unto them, My little
finger %ghall be thicker than my father's loins.

11 And now whereas my father did lade you with
a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke : my father

19 hath chasti-ed you with whips, but I will ohastise
you with scorpions.

12 So Jerobo’am and sll the peoplo came to Reha-
bo’am the third day, as the king 1 had appointed,
saying, Come to me again the third day.

13 And the king answered the people roughly, and
forsook the 12 old men's counsel that tk )y gave him ;

14 And spake to them after the counsel of the
young men, saying, My father made your yoke beavy,
Band I will add to your yoke : my father Malso
chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with
scorpions.

15 15 Wherefore the king hearkenod not unto the
people ; for !¢ the cause was from the Lorp, that he
raight 17 perform his saying, which the Lorb spake
by Ahi'iah the Shi'lonite '%unto Jerobo’am the
son of Ne'bat. .

16 20 So when all T<’rael saw that the king hear-
kened not unto them, the people answered the king,
saying, What portion have wein Da’vid ? neither have
we_inheritance in the son of Jes’se : to_your tents.
O Is'rael : now see to thine own house, Da’vid. So
Is'racl departed unto their teats.

Revised Version—! took counsel ; 2 had stood ; ¢ ea.yin‘%. What eounsel give ve me to return answer to ;

4 that stood ; 8 return answer to ; 6that thy ; 7say : égpea
12 counsel of the old men which they had given him; Bbut I ; ¥ Omit also ;

9is thicker ; 19 Omil hath ; 1 bade, saying ,
So the king ; 161t was a thing

brought about of the Lord ; 17 establish his word ; 18by the hand of ; 1° to ; 20 And when.

Dally Readings—{Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Ahijabh’s prophecy, 1 Kgs. 11 : 26-40.
W.—The kingdom divided, 1 Kgs. 12 : 12-24. Th.—Coungel refusoed, Zech.

dom divided, 1 Kgs. 12 : 1-11.

T.—The king-

7: 8-14. F.—A soft answer, Prov. 15:1-8. S.—Folly of pride, Prov. 16: 16-23. 8.—Walking with the wise,

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

Prov. 13 : 8-20.

The Lesson beging with
W an assemply of all Israel
atShechem (sece Geography
Lesson) to confirm the
succession of Rehoboam to
e the throne of his father
Solomon. First, however,
the people demanded of
the new king that bhe
should lighten the burden
of taxation and forced la-
bor which Solomon had
laid upon them. Rechohoam delayed his answer for

three days. Vs, 1-5.

I. Tre Kwve's CounseLors.—6, 7. Reho-
boam. The name means * enlarger of the people.”
But the new king, by his folly, proved himself the
‘* diminisher ' of his people. Consulted. Ono of the
few wise things that Rehoboam did, was to seok the
counsel of thosec who had greater wisdom and expori-
ence than himself. Old men ; old in comparison
with Rehoboam, who was forty-one when he became
king, ch. I4: 21. 8tood hefore Solomon ; as
counselors of that king. Be & servant. . this day.
Give thoe people & civil answer now ; tell them you
will do whatover thgy agk. Thy servants for ever.

a

HEBREW YOKES

Content with fair words, the people would scatter
to their homes, leaving the king to do what he ploased.
These old counselors proposed a policy of * long
promises, short performance .

8-11. Forsook the counsel. He was too proud
to bend to the people’s will even for a moment.
Consulted with the young men; literally,
“boys ", rash and inoxperienced advisers ready to
flatter Rehoboam'’s pride by urging him to show
himself master and force the people to submit to his
will. My little Ainger, otc.; a foolish brag of Reho-
boam’s thatbe is stronger and wiser than his father.
Add to your yoke. The burdens of taxation and
forced labor laid upon the people by Solomon are
likened to the yoke placed upon the necks of oxen.
Chastised you with whips; a lighter form of
punishment in comparison with what the people
might expect. With scorpions : s kind of lash with
metal points, so that each blow might wound like
a scorpion’s sting.

II. Tue Kma’s Conpucr.—12-14. Jero-
boam ; a brave soldier under king Solomon. Ahijab,

a prophet, speaking for God, had told him that he
would become king over ten of the tribes. When
Solomon heard of this propheoy, Joroboam was com-
polled to fleo to Egvpt. (Sooch. 11 :26-40.) Hohad

*The Seripture Memory Pagsages of the Supplemental Leaflets aro recommended as a substitute for those
hero given Sabbath by Ssbbath. Their recitation leads to the obtaining of & beautiful Certifirate or Diploma.



