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THE KINGDOM DIVIDEDLesson 1. January 1, 1911

XESSON SETTING-Our last series of Lessons frow, the Old Testament (July to Decemboer, 1008)
brougbt us te the close of Solomon's reign The Lessons for 1911 begin with the coniing of Rtehoboam, the
son of Solomon, te t.he throne, and wIll carry us onl te the closte of the, OId Testament hlstory.

GOLDEN TEXT-He that walketh wtth wlse men shall ha wlse; but a companlon of fools shah ho destroyed.--
Proverbs 113: 20.

*Memorize vs. 13, 14. TH-E LESSON PASSAGE-i Kings 12: 6-16. Study 1 Kings
12: 1-24. Read 1 Kings Il: 26-40.

8 And king Rephobo'amn 1 consulted with the old 10bath chasti.-ed you with whips, but 1 wiil ohaatlso
mon, that 2 staod bofore Sol'omon his father while ho you with scorpiorns.
yet lived a and sald, How do ye adviso that I May 12 So Jorobo'am and ail the people camne ta Roeo
answer tfhis people ? bo'am tho third day, as the kinr, Il had appointed,

7 And they spake unto him. saving. If thou wilt saying, Corne ta me again the third day.
be a servant wno this people this day, and wilt serve 13 And the king answerod the people roughly, and
thora, and answer theim, and speak good words ta forsook the 12 old men's counsel that tlb jy gave him
tbem, thon they will ho thy servants for evor.

8 But he forsook the counsel of the old mcn, which 14 And spake ta them after the counsel of the
they had given him. and 1 consulted with t ho youn Young mon, saying, Mly father mado your yoke hoavy,
mon that wore grown up with him, 4 and which stooâ 3 "and I will add ta yeux yoke : my fathor 14ase
before Mlm: chastised y-ou wlth whips, but I will chastise you with

9 And ho said unta thom, What counsel give ye scorioff0O.
that we May 6 answer this people. who have spoken 15 15 Wherefore the king hearkened not unto the
te me, saying, 'Make the yoko 6 which thy father did people:, for 10 the cause was from the Lonn, that ho
put upon us lighter ? mnight 17 oerform his saying, which the LORD spake

10 And the Young mon that were grown up with 10 by Ahîlah the Shi'lonite "gunto Jerobo'axn the
him spake unta him, saying, Thus shait thoU 7 peak son of Ne'bat.
unta this poople that spake unto thee sîîyini, Thy 16 20 So when all T- 'rael saw that tho king hear-
father mado our yoke heavy, but make thou it lighter kened not unta them. the people answered the king,
unta us ; thus shait thou & say unta them, M.Ny littie sayiog. What portion have we in Da'vid ? noithor havec
fincer 0 shall ho thicker than My father's loins. tue inheritance in the son of Jcs'se:- ta vour tents,

Il And now whoreaa my father did lado you with O Is'rael . now see taO thine own house, 15avid. Su
a heavy yoko, I will add te your yoke : My father Is'rael departod unta thoir tents.

R1evlsed Version- took counsel ; 2 had staod; à saying. What eounsel give vo me ta return. answer te;
4 that stood ; 5 return answer ta ; 0 that tiy ; 7 say 8 'speak; 9 s thirker; 1

0
Omit hath; "lbade, saying ,

12 counsel of the old mon which they had Riven him ; "ybut I; ,Omit also ; "5Se the king; 18it was a thing
brought about of the Lord; -,'establish bis word; 'Bby thehand o!; 'uta; 20 And when.

DaiIy Readings-(Courtesy, .BR .- M-hnhsprophecy, 1 KCgs. Il : 26-40. T.-Tho king-
dom divlded, 1 Kgs. 12 : 1-11. W.-The kingdom dided, 1 Kgs. 12 : 12-24. Tli.--Counsel refused, Zechi.
7: 8-14. F.-A soft nnswer, Prov. 15: 1-9. S.-Fol1y of prido, Prov. 16: 16-23. S.-Walking with tho wiso,
Prov. 13 : 8-20.

EBREW YOLES

TH-E LESSON
The Lesson bogius with
an son4bly of alU Istat,]

atShochemn (soeGoeography
Lesson> ta confirmn the
succession of Rohoboam te,
tho throue of bis father
Solomaon. first, howvever,
the People dcmanded of
the new king that ho
should lighten the hurden
of taxation and forced la-
bor which Solomon had

laid upon thom. flehobonm dolayed bis ansivor for
three dayi. Vs. 1-5.

1. THE KiNG'S CoUN SELORS.-6, 7. Reho-
boamn. The name means "enlarger of the people."~
But the Dow king, by bis folly, proved hituseif tho
"diminisher " of bis peoplo. Oonsulted. Ont, of the

few wiso things that 1Ùehoboam did, wns te seok thec
counsel of thoe who had groater wisdom and expori-
once tha= himself. Old men ; old in cemparison
with Rehoboasa, who wns forty-ono when ho becamne
king, ch. 14 : 21. Stood belore Solomon ; a
counselors of that king. Be a servant .. this day.
Give the, people a civil snswor now ; tell them You
wlll do whatever they ask. Thy servants for ever.

EXPLAINED
Content with fuit words, the people wvoul1 scatter
ta thoir homes, leaving the king ta do whnt ho pleased.
Those old counselors proposed a poioy of "long
promises, short performance "

8-11. Porsoolr the counsol. He was too prouri
te bond ta the poopilo's will aen for a moment.
Coinsulted wfth the young men; literaWvy,
" boys ", rash and inoxporienced advisers roady ta
flatter Rehoboam's prido by urginq hMm te lo
himnself master and force tho People te subinit te his
will. My Uttie finger, etc.; a foolish '.rag of Reolr-
boam's that ho is strongor and wiser than his fatiier.
Add to your yoke. Tho burdens of taxastion and
forced Jabot laid upon the people by Solomnon are
likened ta the yokc placod uponl the neckrs of oxen.
Chastlsed you with whlps ; a lighter farn of
punishmnent la emrparison with what tho people-
might expect. With scorpions :a kind of lash%,wth
motal points, so that each blow might wound like
a scorpion's sting.

II. TuSE KiNo's CoNDrucr.-12-14. Joro-
boa= ; a brave soldier under king Solomnon. Ahijah,
a prophot, spcaking for God, had tald hlma that ho
would becomne king over ton of the trlbes. Whezg
Solomnon heard of this prophecy, Jeroboamn was corn-
Poiledto fiee te Egpt.. (Sceoch. il:26-40.) Ho had

*The Scrlpture Momoryv PassaRcs of the, Supplemontal Loafiets are reommended as a substituts for those
heogven Sabb.-th bySabbath. Thoir rocitation leads to the obtaininc of a beautifial Certifi'-nteorfllploma.


