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that God puts these little gardens into our’

hands to prepare for eternity’s harvest,,
Inkome ways the Primary class is per-
Lape the hardest of the classes to teach, al-
though one of the most delightful. It is often
a Inrge class and c;ﬁ:mins children, boysand
girls, from mere bBabyhpod up to cight and
even older; for in the avernge Sunday School
there are not enough scholals or teachersto
permit of closer gradirig. With from twedfy
to thirty restless little ones to kbep att ntives
the teacher must be interesting, cheerful,quick
to see and check the misehief which is sure
to crop out ozcasionally, and to change the
order:of proceedings when the interest be-
gins to flag. The varicd ages make it a hard
matter to keep all attentive, and at the same
time to do the best kind of. teaching,  The
very small children are only to be held by
story or picture, while the older are apt to
remember only the story and forget the
teaching it is meant to impress.  And yet
we must have some sort of good order : for
one or two, whose minds are more bent on
mischief than on the lesson, will demoralize
the whole large clags. N

Properly used, illustrations by words or
pictares are of great assistance in bringing
home to little ones theAruths we wish to
teach them, and in fastening them in their
minds. Somethﬂ)g that brings in their own
little world, the doings of a boy with a boat
or ball or of a little girl with a doll or the
ever-interesting tea party, is sure to arouse
the interest of all; and then comes the
" teacher's opportunity, Children eagerly Jook
for the ‘‘moral” (only it ruust’be put sharp-
ly and briefly). They want to see the good
properly rewarded and seem even more anx-
ious to sce the bad thoroughly punished.

A blackboard on which to write the names
of places and people isa great help to the'little
memories. * A nwip, or, better still, a globe
will maké the places seem real to them, for,
having heard only in stories of such places as
Jerusalem or Galilee, they begin to think of
them ag imaginary spota. )

With such a wealth to chooee from, it
peerns & mistake to attempt much more than
the narrative.portions of the Scripture with
very young classcs.

Children delight in Bible stories and these
are so full of the very truths we want to
bring home to them, and are put in a way
particularly suitablé for their little minds to
grasp.

But because they are stories; it does not do
away with the need of preparation.  We
mugtt come to our class ready to tell them,for
children listen so much better when your
eyes areon them and not on a book. And
we must study to tell them well.  Little de-
tails, bitsof local coloring, add much to the”
interest. It scems absurd to speak of the
choice of words, but oh, how often people
who are addressing children talk right over
théir heads.  Unless we have been a

ood deal with them, we can have no ideg
f the limit of their vocabulary or of the
vague and misty notions they have about
words.  We remember spending almost our
whole lesson time trying to bring * sacri-
fice” to the compreliension of the class;
and so when we use sguch long words as re-
pentance, faith, ete), it is not time wastéd
which is spent in making them plain. It is
a great mistake to attempt to teach too much.
It is very likely to become a confased tangle
in the little minds, which could grasp cne
ides and retain it, if properly taughit.

We have spoken of varying the order. Sing-
ing is Fuch a relief to the little bodies, which
so goon tire of one pusition. Children gome-
times think it quite a reward for good be-
havior to allow them to choose the hymn,
but even more coveted is the privilege of tak-
ing up the collection.

One very good thing is plenty of direct
questions.  General questions are seldom
answered by more than one or two of the
older or more precocious, but to give each
child a question and one we think he can
answer is to keep the little ones attentive
and interested.

But more important than the way we teach
the Gospel, i8 the way we live it. Children
are keen critics and their unpardonable sin
is hypoerisy.  The inflnence over them of
one whom they love and trust is romething
which must make us feel the responsibifity

of gur work.
intentions, we make mistakes, if we are

A

AR

And though, with the best -



