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Christ’s temptation. (1) It is a literal narra-
" tive of objective facts. Satan really appeared
ina visible and tangible form, and placed
‘Christ actually in the circumstances mentioned.
Of course it is admitted that the display of all
the kingdoms of the world Was not literal, but
it was rhetorical, witha suitable basis of reality
on which to build the word picture. 12) It
describes, in dramatic language. a real but in-
ternal experience.  Satan whispered his sug-
'gestmm; to the mpind of Jesus. . He was carned
in imagination to the pinnacle of the temple,
and in vision saw all the gmgdc ms of the
world. Both views are full of dithculues but
the first seems (o accord best with the unarti-
ficial stvle of the FEvangelisi
How could ary suggestiern of evil be a temp-
tation to Christ ? F%err- was nothi in hi
which responde:
answer !i‘ii
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wide empire, were not wre
things after the devi
been sin. This kind
one that could have be
o1 of success.

The devil — *° The Slarnderer.” that is

what the name means. He is the prince of
ok the form of a serpent

evil spints.  He t
when tew*’*tmg Eve. but we do not know
what form he assumed to Christ.  He could

not have o zm:falm h;: real nature from him.
““ The Chnistian i« ;t ne of the devil, as re-
vealed in the word f"ﬁé is. that he 1s a

::zeatef being of a rxghéz order than man. \%h@
has faller: awayv frem
related to sitas 10
igmamr (Johr ,
S4FV, accuser an d a :sﬁz;:
(Gen. 3; Rev. 12: N4 x; 15 30: John
14: 301: that he stands o the F\C*;t‘f‘ﬂ}u‘ in the
relation of a Lumghnrt‘ﬁ enemy Iohn 12: 3is
Rev. 12: g:; and 1z relation w0 the redeemed
as an enegny absoluiciv vincible (1 Pet. 5: ¥,
9; Jas. 4: 71:that he nevertheless cpontinues to
rage and persecute on earth 1Rev. 2: 105 3
9):and is finally relatec to universal heatheimwn
and the world. -as well as to apostate Judaism
as a patron, prince and father (John §: 445 14:
30; Eph. 2: 2:6: 11, 121: and that together
with everything anti-Chnstian, he shall be de-
livered up to eternal punishment.” (Butler.)
Fasted—Luke savs, ** he did eat n@thing."
Shewing that the fasting .was real, not ﬁgu
tive, and also that it was absclute. The ad d
ed words, ** forty nights,” also shew that the
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i ** Upborne and upholden above the common
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sorbed in his spiritual conflict to feel
He aﬁemards hungered (R. V. }—Luke
seems to say that the te ptation was going on
all this time. The three given in our lesson
may have been the three last and hardest.

needs of thefnimal life by the great tides of
spiritual gladness; in the strength of that recent

- baptism, in the solemn jov of that salutation
vand recognition from his Father, he found and

“John 1: 3: Ps. 33: . The stones were in the

“must submit to all human wants without any

° 18 ﬂadXEF,
er ¢f God's people

" Father's paternal love.
~eth him up—the verb xmphé\ taking him.

) this the second temptation. The order is &

felt no need these foxty davs.  As a shghter
incidert of the same kind, he forgets hunger
and thirst, or rather fecls them no more, by
the well p#Samarna. in the joy of winning a
lost soul (John 4: 31-34.0 7 (Trench.)

3. The tempter—the firstinstance of the
use «f 1 bik ward as rmamngﬁ ** one who Suhtl*
to sin,” a <ense whh E‘x 1t does not Have in the

33 iters. (Alfo ;’}hem.g 5. ifthou °
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Cammand that these stones be made
bread—"' =peak. in order that these stones
mav become loaves,”  LExercise the creanve -
power by which vou mace all things at first.

::-hgpé of the loaves generally used in Pales-
tine. and looked not unlike them. The temp-  «
to use his mi raculr 15 power 1o
sausfy his personal wanis, and so shew dis-
trus: of his Father's care. Since he had
voluntarnly undertaken to become a man he’

other relief than other men have. He made
water into wine and fed thousands miraculously
but this was to relieve others, not himself.
Man shall sot live by bread alone —
Deut. 8: 3. Jesys repels the attack of Satan
in every case by the sword of the Spirit (Eph..
6: 17.) He speaks and acts from the stand-
point of his humanity all through the ordeal.
Man needs something more than food. He
needs an obedient and submissive heart. To
eat food obtained by wrong means is to Jie |
xpm tuailv: to starve rather than do wrongis
to live forever. But by every word—i. e ]
by cheerfully submitiing to every appointment
of God.  A'Sor’s duty 1s filial trust in hs
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with him by constraint. - He is led by Satan’s
will, not bv his own choice. Luke makes

matter of little consequence. Satan may not
have been visible to others, or he may ha
seemed to them like a human companion, &
they travelled to Jerusalem and entered the



