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to mo to be very deeirable that what tho oxact I

requn cments ot the law are should be thoroughly
necertatned, aud ascertmned by ourselves in the
wny beio proposed, 1 »ay tho requirements of
the law ; hecnuss it is just this wlinch makes it so
very important.  Thero s statute law upon the
subject, and, as I venture to think, the rulv Inid
down in that statuto luw is very clear and very
distinct aud very wise, and I think almost all the
church legislntion of the reign of Henry VI11. was,
The statuies passed fu that rcign differ most
morkedly from the statutes passed in the succeed-
g reigns in this matier of the strict acouracy
and the Stato Church character maintained in the
stawutes of flenry VIII. Now, it is a statute of
Heary VIIL which nlone at present governs tho
making of cauons by tho clergy of tho realm,
You will remsembier that the clergy of this realm,
before the Act of Submissivn of the clergy, had,
ns tho clergy of the wholo of christendom ever
had, the power of making canons for the govern-
ment and rule of tho Church. The ncceptanco of
theso canons by the Inity in their regular assem-
blica is Inid down by the great Lord Coko as
essential to thore canons becomiag the law of the
Innd.  But tho canons wero just as much canons
of tho church, whether the law of the land
enforced them and added to them its own peculinr
stringency, or whether it did not. Down to the
timo of Henry VIIL that power was, with certain
occasional restrictions laid upon it, as at the time
of tho Constirutions of Clarendon and the like, in
tho hunds of the clergy, aud, at the time of the
passing of the act of llenry Vi, which was in
future to regulate tho making of canons, the
cnactments ol tho statuto required that a certain
course should be followed in order to prevent the

involse the clergy in difficulties. It was, there- ”bcforo wo go on. Wo mny then lhope, by God’s
fore, a strictly paternal and protectivo act, that i blessing upon our effurts, to bo able to sift the
tho canon which tho clergy desired to pass ghould|. good corn out of the chaff, and to sco what is tho
firet bo submitted to the Crown. examined by the § statutable mode in wlich wo should procecd to
puthoritics that the Crown could Uring to bearfitake steps for makiovg and pagsing a oanon on tho
upon it, and that then tho Crown should sendisubject of baptism. Wo hiave never yet proposed
down its licence, not to mako a canon, but fhutiito do it, becnuso a¢ the time Loth Houses of Con-
,cunon—the canon of which it had nlrendy approved I vocation subscribad that form, they did it under
,in writing; and pass it, and mako it a part of thol' the general impression that it was to be seat
,conouicnl rules of chureh Inw. That was the act! back to the Crown, and made by letters patent o
"of Henry VIIL At the time of tho Stunrts, which | cauon of the Church, If that is not tho way
his our principal record of the making of canous— §i which the statute of Henry VIIL describes, and
at that time, as your Graco is aware, the law was ' there i8 any other courso pointed out, it should
yunfortunately far too little regarded, and thol' be adopted. I beg, therefore, to lay the petition
‘licence which was scut down to tho clergy, under ! upon the table, and to move—
the Kings of the Stunrt family, begnn to bo all ~ *That the prayer of this petition be granted;
declaration of the Crown, possessing the dispen-iiand that & committee of the two IHouses of Con-
,sing power, which enabled it to set the clergy freo vocation of this province be appointed to inquire
from rny ndverse statute, and which then pro- 1 into the truc statutable methoed of enacting canons
ceeded to give a form of licenco, which form of in an English Proviucial Synod, and to repaert on
licence was, on the one hand, far too great and the samo to Convocation; that the following mem-
;fm* too little by the statute of Henry VIIL  It{ibers of this house be appomnted on the said com-
wasg far too great, in that it gave tho clergy poweri mittee, and that his Graco the President direct
to mako a cauon on any given subject: it was fur| the Prolocutor to sppoint six members of tho
too little, beeause it denied afterwards that thet Lower House to sevse on the same :—Tho Bishop
Crown should pass or put in forco the canon:( of London, tho Bishop of Exeter, the Bishop of
I whereas it was for the Crown to approvo of they St. David’s, the Bishop of Oxford, the Bishop of
‘oxisting canon, thereby limiting the power of tho | Liandaff, and the Bishop of Salisbury.”
‘clergy, and for the clergy to put in forco tho’ Tho Bisuor of CmicitesTer—I have great
‘canon so approved of, and not to transfer tho | pleasuro in scconding the motion proposed by my
" passing of the canon to any other body. Thisright rev. fricnd. 1t is most desirablo that we
“Leing the case, the law on one way aud precedent , should ascertain what are the proper steps to be
on the other, the question of passing s canon . taken on o question so vitally important as that
icontains a good deal of difficulty 3 and the prayer, of the passing a new canon.
of thig petition is that we should appoint a com- ‘} The Bisnor or LoxpoN~I have to express
rmittee of the two Houses of Convocation, which: regret that, owing to my leaving town for a fow
should be cmpowered by us toJook carcfully into "days, I hnd not an opportunity of receiving this

olergy from comung under tho penaltics of the law. !; tho mattor, and report what are really tho stat- petition in time to undertako its presentation to
The clergy submitted, and there was, so to spcak,‘«ummo vequirements. It is important for this" your lordships’ house; but I would scizo the
8 concordut Letween the governmment and thel renson-——that as there are statutable penaltics for present oceasion for the purpose of acknowledging
clergy of tho realm, which was for the future toy making a canon in the wrong way, if the clergy the value of the sersices which have been per-
govern the importaut fuuciions of tho clergy in . of the province procooded to mako a canon in the! formed by the geuntleman whose namo is the Jast
making canons. 1t was in tho mind of none that | wrong way, even under royal licence, they would: appended to that petition. Ilis exertions havo
tho woking of canons should be transferred to ' violste the statute, and might thus be put to been indefatigable, and I am sure that any thing
any other body. It was in the minds of both ¢ troublo afterwards, if the royal licence is not. which emanates from him will not fail to receivo
partics, as fixed by the act, that the conditionsl{strictly according to Act of Parliament. Itisim-| the most scrious attention of this house, I shall
under which the clergy, as tho makers of tho: portant, thercfore, that the matter sbould bo be glad to have that petition laid upon the table,
canon, should for tho future muke canons, should .- thoroughly examined into aud reported upon. ! and its prayer acceded to by your lordships.

be freed from the conditions which had before | We having proceeded o certain distance in mak- I‘ Tho Bisuor or Lraxparr—I think it impor-
oxisted. 'The great chiange in the conditions was -ing n new-canon, it scems still more important tant that we should not act hastily in this mat-
to be this—that wherens the church established {«that we should do so at this moment. These are’ ter, and that if there bo any doubt as to the
in this land, having the benefits of an establish- | the reasons, which you will fully appreciate, why meaning of the Statute of Submission of the
meut, and assistance from the courts of law which, I think it desirable that wo should halt upon our’ Clergy, it is desirablo that we should be informed
belong to an establishment—that ns that estab-' present position, which means nothing more than, in order to consider tho question maturely and
lished chiuvch which i3 tho nature of n coneordat .« that wo have sottled the wording in whiob the two: accurately. I understand my right rev, brother
between the nation and the church, ueither party - Houses of Convocation think it expedieut to pass’ to state that the terms of the Act of Parliament
wero to alter the existing basis upon which their . the canon. I think it important also that tho includo two distinct processes; flest, the Act of
mutunl co-operation was then fixed, without the s Northern Province should distinctly understand I Submission points out that e are to have 8
consent of tho other. Now, the making of a) that we have no wish eithor to dictato to them’ licence from the Crown to consider the form of
canou would, to a certain extent, alter tho exist- |. the form in which the canon is to be passed by ! the canon, which is afterwards to be submitted to
jug status of things upon which the concordut bad | them, or to pass a canon for oursclves separate : the Crowu; and in tho second placo that we arc
been framed and privileges gven to the church. | from them; but that what we do desire is (ho[ 10 have from the Crown permission to enact that
Thereforo, as I think very wiscly and well, it was, most brotherly, free, and open intercourse bet-| canon. It would not appear to me, in readiog
cnacted by the statute that the Crown, as lhol ween the two provinces, so that wo might agree{ tho forms of the Act of Submission——
representative of tho state and of the laity, should !f upon a canon that would be for the benefit of thel! The Bisior of Oxrorb—What was the firet
approve of and givo its licenso for the passing of ,, Convocation of both the provinces to pass it{ point my night rev. brother of Llandaff men-
any canon, before that canon should in future be ’,frccly; and that then the Crown should tzke the! tioned?

enncted by the clergy. Now, the point at which ;isteps which are necessary to make it a fixedw The Brswor oF LnANparr—That the Act of
tho statate nimed was that, and that only. Notj canon of the United Church. That being the Submission points out that we arc to have o
to transfer from the clergy the making of it.  Not |, case, I shall be prepared to proposo now an ad- . Jicence from the Crown to consider the form of
to give to the clergy au unhimited power of making §, dress to your Grace, separate from this petition, ’ the canon.

any now canon that they pleased upon any subject The Bisitor or Oxrorb—Oh ! no.
which was before them; but that the Crosen,
being furnished in writiug with a copy of a ¢canon
whith tho clergy desired to pass, who have the
power of submitting that canon to its owa lawyers
and the first authorities in tbe ro «in, and ascertain
that what was proposed was not contrary to any
statatelaw or 10 any custom of the realm, because
ko making of o canon contrary to theso would

_praying you to commubnicate to that effect with !
;the President of the Northern Convocation, inli  The Bisuor of 8r. Davin’s—The canon is to
sorder that thero may be no misunderstanding bo prepared, and then submitted to the Crown.

between ug, and that the matter may be set right. y  The Bisuor of LraNvarr—Well, it thero be o
That, hewever, will come afterwards; I meroly; doubt, it is necessary that we should sece our way
meation it now by the bye. I you are disposed jy clearly, aud not take any hasty or inconsiderate
to tako that position, it is stlll tho woro linpor-ii steps. I think it desirable, therefore, that we

tant that wo should have a commitice appointed, ) should have this-committee.
and have the resnits of its labours before us, The Bisnior or OxPorp—1I entirely agree with




