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cyhndpr leng enough to run four hours without
¢hanging, The first cylinder, which was twelve
inches long and five in diameter, could not be
relied upon for more than eight minntes’ work;
:ndtn run through n session of three or four hours
B e cylinder muss be correspondingly enlarged.
¥ GDPsulting Mr. Dapour 1 found that three
ours' work would require a length of not
€ss than twenty-three and a haif feet. To
E'?,“de against a longer session I had my
! ty inder made thirty feet long, running it out of
;vig.wmdow near the witness-stand, and pro-
tai ng ropes from the roof with which to sus-
| : i itg \\:exght. With this arrangement, which,
S ¥ou will readily perceive, had its drawbacks,
-u: 88 not perfectly satisfied, but youcan searcely
emal_-fme the pride with which I watchelits op-
s itmn' or the high nnticipations I entertainel
el o future usefulness tome. As a test I start-
Deetl: before the term of court at which I ex-
Py d to first use it, and employed CuarLEY
co;“:?“- who is & good reader, to read the new
W or the justrument to * take down,” while
atched its operation. Thetrial was success:
atm' the hiyhest degree, and CHARLEY declared
stan: if it would stand that, it ought to beable to
"d anything.

m:"l’lce filed a caveat in the Patent Office,
a y covering the use of a cylinder more than
and p length; or one run out of a window

Bsnstamed by guy-ropes or their equivalent,

fmu?t u}lﬂ arrangement in reality proved far
jus:atl“fictow. It required great care in the
ioundTem of the foil on the cylinder, and
inegg hat clockwork was not equal to the bus
Steqm To. supply, power, 1 purchased a small
ting tilengme. and had much difficulty in get-
and w e consent of the authorities to use it;
Tore d‘?“ consent was at last obtained, I found
inlmeuléy still in the operation of the
ob) 'Bedety . It was especially hard to be
ket for to Pay an engineer out of my own poc
enterg, oning the engine. However, I still
that mllled hopes that in time I should find
| bu lhay labor had not been altogether in_ vain,
I should make it a saccess and thus be
from the drudgery of sten~graphv.
4 8t the first session of court, where I
lovely : Dew arrangement, everything was
hhtin'g nd for two weeks everyone was congrat-
At lagg i‘e on the success of my undertaking-
Tidsg of owever, there came a change. In the
coungg] te' very last trial in the term, the
OHE;hl_nto one of those periodieal dis:
ealledmh I ought to have calculated, and
Quangy, upon to read my notes. Iwasind
o Prmg' © man, could ever, by any amount
nj sq,e?' ome able to read at sight the
line tra Pic shades of depth in the continuoBs
dong Yyt to“tpon the foil, Nothing could be
Doemen 43T back the eylinder to the com:
Tepeat what the trial, an

let the machine

the aviq. ¢ it had taken, until the portion of
tob\ll‘rye?:e bm question was reached, I tri

"1)011,‘,.““t

Y putting on more speed, but 88
was attempted the voice was trans-

ought to mention in this connection that I |

formed into a series of most unearthly screeches.’
I let it run at the same speed as at first, and sat
back waiting for the counsel to tell when the
isputed point was resched, for I'had become
80 confused that I had entirely forgotten it.
And now came another cause of confusion.
While every question and answer had been
taken down with the utmost accuracy, every
imaginable sound besides seemed to have got
into the thing—sounds which had been scarcely
noticed during the progress of the trial were re-
produded with the most alarming distinctness ;
and the ears of the court were regaled with the
barking of & dog, the crying of a child, the
quarreling of the atiorneys, and coughine,
sneezing, stamping, slamming doors and ram-
bling of wheels over the pavement outside, and
an infinite variety of other sounds. The up-’
voar of laughter which followed this exhibition
of the perfection of reporting was sufficient to
destruy everything like the dignity of the Court
or the decent gravity which should characterize
judicial proceedings, 1 must say. I had never
before realized as I then did how necessary a
quality in a judge is_patience. Lawyers, of
course, are not expected to have any,—or, if ex-
pected to have any, they don’t ; and thelawyers
in that particular case, I am sure will never
forgive me for the ridiculous reproduction of the
spicy remarks wiih which they had interspersed
the proceedings.

This experience, 33 you may well imagine,
elosed my use of the phonograph in Court.
But my troubles were not ended; transeripts
were ordered in nearly every case tried at that
term. 1 set my copyists st work on hem, but
it was at once discovered that the machine
could not be made to talk at less speed than it
was run at when the proceedings were taken.
The consequence was, of course, that I was
compelled to sit for two mortal weeks reporting
in shorthand the trials which I had before so
proudly reported with the phonograph.

There is little use in commenting upon these
experiments; and the very thought of my dis-
appointment puts meina frame of mind en-
tirely unsuited to the task. 'The use of the in-
strament was abandoned, and it was put out of
sight.

I now pass to the recital of more pleasant
experiences. After some little time had passed,
I again got out my small phonograph, thinking
1 had struck upon a new and important im-
provement upon it. After considerable study,
and before fully deciding whether my changes
in it would be a success, I heard the clock strike
the hour of midnight, and I retired to dream
over the subject, leaving the instrament upon
the table in my lbrary. Early in the morning
I again set it running, and was treated to 8
most marvellous sight. As the cylinder slowly
moved along, to my uimost astonishment a
number of kittens crawled out of the funnel !
Upon investigating the matter, 1 found that
during the night a cat had entered by an o
window and attempted to make a lodging
in the funnel, her movements jarring

n
the




