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-as’those (miy' entercd” Caviagn Who meditited in God-law day and
mightrand wera tlins mosally prepai <l 1o béleve the divine festinnny ;
so'thosconly sl @ater heaven-whe are possessed of like promnu\
faith,” and who ¢ hold fast thic bagitning of their. confidence, steadfast
uato-the end:”

Wey-have-mang- evamples of this emblematical mode of presenting
divine trutli-in e book of Psaling, Thug,-in Paalm xxiil. 6, David
F: 4 Surdly-gondness and meréy Bave Sllowad e all-ihe days of
wd Tife; and=Dwill dwell in- the Tiouse of Jeliovali for lenith of days,”
-that-ia;-for evers  T'he ‘Psalmist obviousty ntimates, that as water from
tho smitten rock-followsd “the Israelités throuzh the desert, till they
“took-possession of Caaiizin, so nothing bt goadnoss and merey, fike a

continving-stréam;-had  followed him (hmm.,h this digert world ; and
that-he had ths i assurance of dwe clting in the hmulo of Jeliovah —that
house not made with “hands, not {7 4 « lay, but for éver—that house of
whu.h the- temple;- with its saered- furm'urc, was only a feeble represens
_tation.__ I’hs.ae emblems are fully explained- in-theclearer revélation of
the New Testament. The Apéstle tells us, that the spiriial Roelk,
whose watefs followed the Tsraclifes throngh thc desert, was Christ, the
Rotk of_Ages, from -whede smitten-side -flows the water of life : thiat
the Jewish-tabernacle; with its futniture, were anly patterna of thiugs'in
the heavens, and that the most Holy place was » figure of the'true tine-
taary, of heaven itself, into which Christ has &
to offer sacrifice and 1o make intercession.

Anothér remarkable historical allusion iscentained in Paalm xxix. 10,
“ The Lord sitteth upoit the flood, vea; the Lord sitteth King for cver”

The tefm tranatated “ flocd,” is only applied to the destruction of the
old world by a f156d of waters  The Psalmist, therefore by employing
this term, intiniatcs x/!n't Jchovah then sat upon the flocd in the (hi'uhy
of calm fepose, and in xhc consciougness of-almighty strength, govering
and restraihing, and directing its most loisterous waves. Instead of
putting forth 1 vigorous cffort to produce and regulate so remarkable an
ovent, he sits With peifect case on the- flood and dircets it2 angry surgee,
aml the proudem hitlows obey him as implicitly as a-faithful-subject does
hia sovefcign. Thus creation ongmally-pmnw inte cxsﬂtcneeb} the word
of his power.; the Man of Sin: shall be_destroyed, not-by - blow of his
arm, but by the word of his momh and” by the brightness of hiscoming- 3
and in the day of- wmh before the faco of him who sittéth upon xhc
-throne, the heavens shall flee away: God's power is infinite, and there-
fotc, the greatest results aro’ produccd by’ xha smallest efforts,

itéred with hisown blood,

2. In the Psalms, sacrificial- Janguage is cinplog cd to d&hote spiritual”

worship: The New 'Pcsumcrt writers inform us, that the sacrifices and

cerémionics of the law were only a *shadow of gnod things to come,”*
the typé, or dim outlmc, of 2 more -perfett dxs-»ens:mnm The Psalmist
has a distinct conception of the samie truxh, :md as if-he stood- among

—evangelms and aposllcs, he speaks of the- sacrifice” of rightcdiisness aml '

the sacrifice of a broken and contrite hc-m. Thos in Psalm v. 3, he says;
“ ily -voico shalt thou hcar in ths. morning, O Lord; in the momm" vul‘
1 direct my- ancr 10 thee and look up.? The: phraso «1 will” dxrecx.
means 1o arrange; ot place-in order; and clswheére denotes thie Ix¥ing of
lmngmg the wood and" wct!m on thc altar, ‘preparatory to s:xcnﬁcc'
Every momning a-Jamb was sacrificed pn the Jewish altar, andon cxm-
ordmny occasions, a-.spark of fire from-the shecinah cnnsumcd it,asa
1oken ofthe Divine approval; and in-like manner wou!d David pirésent
10 God every morning, the sacrifice of a hrol\cn and a contrite heart ;-
and as the éeremonial- worshipper lookcd up for a visible token of the
divine regard, 80 would he look up for-a gracions answat. The Ajoss
tle Paul has carried out this mode of repreachtation-to -a atill gréater
length, when he spcaks of thc believer himeelf aa the sacrifice. 1 be-
scoch you, thercfore, brethren, by thé -metcics of God; that -y¢ present
yout f bodics & ls in
reuomble ‘cmc k
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sacrifice, holy, aceeptsble unto God, which is your
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" hera-thia anhacet of discosirze 3 awd, therefoze, by the- weiaphori

the marzin of ear Bikles, turn to .‘15!15‘,3, thy burmt saerifice. Unye

and * haratsacrifiee,” we aze 2o endersiand-firayer, gombined-
with 1t requess that God would hear onr prayers and answer all our ro-
qres. Rich o maide of represenintion is conceived exaetly fo-the man.
ner and <pirit of the ofd Testamen, and 18 pamilel with the phrase vsed
by Hogen, « the mlwﬁ of our lips”  Hosea xi.. 2, = So )\'ﬁl,}g’gj\é}glgf B
-the-eslves of our lipe™
"3 “T'he leading characierictic of the Talma 1 prayer and praise, Hus -
ix thie very first idea that they roggest to the mind 3 and on an accurate-
examiuvation, we find in almest every Psalm, that the sacred writers uni=
forinly bleud praver with praize, as they ahmost nvensibly glde from
the one to the vther, And a3 the x‘wh'n:s and wants of believers are tha
smne undir overy dispensation, they have -been extezsivély used by tho.
Church in the senvice of God. In the primitive Chureh, many could re-
peat from memory, the éntire book of Psalms, and-from its constant-use
in the praise of God, the ancient ﬁ_them quate it much more aceur-
ately than they do any other purtion of seriptura.  These_sacred-hymis. —
2 still of inestimable value 1o the believer, We have here the most
affecting views of the evil nature of gin, its native bnsencss, and'the dis-
hosour it has brought on the divine rovernment, + Agaivst thee; theo
anly," says David, »* have I sintied, and done this evil inthy-gight” T he-
murnder. of Uriah, the injnry done 10 Bathshela, the withdrawinént.of tha
divine favor from himself, and-thoe seandal bronght on the"Church, are
all alisorbed in the one consideration, that -sin-is reliellion against God,
and that it is committed in s sight.  When viewed nnght;what infatus
ation is impicty ! The prosence ol' a htle child is often sufficient-to
; pretent the commiszion of any grosa sin, aml ver how [rgqlml.! do wo
d.areg:ml an ever-present®Ged, to whom the scerets of the héart arc nas
ked and bare ! There is no dariuess, or shadow of death, where hiz-eyo
cannot reach us.  And we should eter recollect that an objeet may bear-
the light of a torch, whett It cannot sland in the light of the meridian
un; and that-we may, in like inatinér, bear the serutinizing gazo. ufour

“ offering,

! feligw-tian; whe can only look 1o the odtward” appearance, while -wg-

may he a!to"mher unzble to stand in- -the picreing glance of that-G od.
“hmo omuiseient eye enables hith to sc.trch the seerats of all hearts, -<in
alf times, and in 'ﬂ! worlls, 0 thou prayer-answering G(ul, * Hide-thy
face from my sins.” Having alitained t!:c pardon of sin and the:assurs
arce of:hc divine favor, the Psalniista, as a necessary. conss quence; re-
pose the must impliciz confidenice in tha pmvx\.ence of God, even.in !ho
most troublous tines ; and they see, as xt were, a may of !u!ur}og]ory
tinging tha dark clouds that are doﬂm" round” our world, Delicvers
sull cuontinue, through theso Psalniy, 1o express their feclings and hopes

and triumphs; and kence the hymn which Luther compored and- sung in
alversity— A sirong ity is our Gul"—is closely moudkd on:tho {6tk
Psalm, ¢ God is our refuge and sirenmh, a very p

resent help in trouble.”

.

Piaise -vx.nem!:y precedes praver, and is frcqucm!} intermningled with.
it, “‘The reason of this-is obvious: «'The-Girer,” says "enﬂsm-nberg,
“ will bo more disposed to bcstow new gifty when ho sees that-those. als
r2ady éonferred are Kept in grateful recollection. A wpirit uf thankfil.
ness is'one of tho marks by ulmh the family of God is distinzuished
from that of- the world. "He who-cannnt from the heart give thanks,

" shall beg in vain’® ‘Bes ides, praise isa nobler exereise than prayer—

In heaven there shall he no prayer, fur there shall be mo sénsc of need,
_and 1io 8ins 19 be forgiven  Dut all shall be vraise, for #}l shall be on-
;oymcx\! aid triumphs and whatever may be the- fedliny; praise, cternal
praice shall bo it8 expression.  Now,in the Psalme, there are far mora
words descriptive of praise. thaa of sorrow~~words which frequently-rise-
above cach other in a climax=—as i HEL show that hamian laugaage is o
fochle to express the pent up emotions-of -thy rencwed heast. <1 will
praice thee, O Lord,” says David, “with my wh.:.c heart; I will show
forth all thy marvellous works; [ will be glad and- n-;mcc in thee:s-I
will #ing pmse to thy name, O thou moest High” Itis also a-remarkss
blé curcumstance. that whcncvcr a Paalm comitfiences in deep ROTTOW, it
- uniformly ends in a brst of triamph, showi ing, that though weeping may-
dum foramght, yetjoy comceth in the moming. The I13th -Paalm:
commences in the decpest despondency, and yet at its elose David uva.

“l wm sm'.; unto the Lond, beeause ho hath dealt bounuf'ully witl me.t

Henguteaberg on the 9th Pralia. - Falcbaira's trauslation,



