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'lH~DIVISE TEACHII .

tin the fourteentb chapteî' of John's Gos-
pel the ýSaviour says: '11. %vill pray the
fiather arid îlie shial -ive you anothier Comn-
forter, tiat, Hie inay abide wvitli you forever;
even Uic Spirit of Trutlî, wvhoi the 'vorld
cannot receive, because it seetli HM not,
neitiier Iziovetii Rim ; but yc know Hlm,
for Lie dwelletb 'vitli you , and shahl lie in
you. » And again, in the saie chiapter, Il But
Lhe Coinforter, whiici is the IIoly Spirit,
wvhom the U'atler iih send iii My naine, Hie
shahl teach you ail thîingys, and brin- al
thîings to your remenîbrance, wvlatsoever I
have said uîito you." 1{ere you see the
office of the Spirit of Goci is to, iîîstruct mnu-
kcind iii regrard to the tliiiîgs of religion.

Nov, it is manifcst thiat ilone but tie Spirit
of Gcd caL, supply buis defeet, froîn a single
consideration--txat ail teaclîing by ivords,
wlîethîer by Jestis Christ, or by apostles,
or by any inspired or uninispired teachier
coming merely tbroughi the scuses, eau xîevcr
put the mind in possession of the idea of
spiritual tiîings. The kind of teachîing tlîat
we neeci is thîis: we %vant some one to teach
us the tliings of religion, Who is not obliged
to depcnd on words, or to reach our uiind
tirougîh the mediuma of the senses. We
N«ant some way iu îvhich the ideas tiîem-
selves can lie brouglit to our minds, and not
niereiy the signs of the ideas. We wvant a
teacher who eau directly approachi the mind
itself, and not tbroughi thre senses, and îvbo
eau exlîibit tue ideas of religion, witlîout
being obliged to use words. Thiis the Spirit
of God eau do.

The inanner in wlîicii tic Spirit of God
does tixis, is wvbat '«e eau never knowv in tlîis
world. But the fact is undeniabie, that Hie
ean reachi the mmid witliout the use of ivords,
andci au put our xninds in possession of the
ideas theinselves, of vhîicii the types, or fig-
ures, or '«ords, of tue human teaclier, are
only the sigtns or imperfect representatives.
The Iîuman teaciier eau only use '«ords to
our senses, and flnds it impossible to possess
us of the ideas of tlîat w'hici '«e bave neyer
expcrienced. But the Spirit of God, having
direct access to tue mid, can, throughi the
outvsard ,igu, possess us of the actual idea of
things. _What Chîristian does not knov Luis,
as a matter of fact? What Chîristian does
not icnowv froni bis own experience, that tue
Spir, é', of God does lead Iiia instantly to see
that iu a passage of Seripture, '«hidli ail his
study ani effort of mi~n"d to icuow tue meauing
of could neyer have given Ihumi in thie %vor1d ?

Take the case again, of t ic painitinîgou the
Nvall thîcre, and suppose thiat ali thc congrega-
tion 'vere blind, anci I wsas tryiing to, describe
to tlier Luis painting. Now, suppose, whilie
I "'as iaboring to th e îcn undcrstand
the various distinctions axud combiration of
colors, and thîey are bending thîcir mids to
uuderstand it, ail at once thîcir eyes are
opened 1You tan theu sec for yourseives
the very tiîing wvbicli I w'as vainly trying
te bring to your minds by vrords. Now,
thc office of tue Spirit of God, aund îhat H1e
alone eau do, is to openî the spiritual eye, and
briiig the tlîing wviiel we try to, describe by
auîîhogy anci signs, iii ail blîir living reality
before the mid, so as to put tbe mind in
compiete possession of the tiig as it is. It
is evideult, toc, tliat no one but bue Spirit of
God so, knovs tic tlîings of Godc as to be
able to give us the idea 'of thiose thingys cor-
rectly. Il Wlîat inan knoweth the thing's of
a înai), save the Spirit of main thiat is iii him?"
Wliat eau a beast kuo'« of the thingys of a
man, of a man's character, desigiis, etc. ? 1
eau speak to your conisciousiess-being a
miai), and knowing, bbe tbingys of a inan. But
I caunn& speak tiiese tiîings to tue conscious-
ness of the beast; neithier eau a beast speak
of these thiings, because lie bias not tue spirit

oFa man in hinm, and canuot know thein. Iu
like nianuer, the Bible says, IlThe tlîings of
Ccd kuoweth no man, but the Spirit cf Ccd."
The Spirit of God, knoîving from conscious-
ness the things of Gcd, pssesses a diflerent,
kind of kuowiedge of these t hings froin Nvliat
other beings eau possess; aud, therefore, can
grive us tekiud of instruction '«e need, and
sucb as no otiier beiîig eaiu give. -l'ev. Chas.

Tira test by %vhii wve can estimate a
mîan's progre,ýs iii spiritual life is the extent,
to wvbich lie measures the visible by the laws
of thc uiuseeni. Hc wvhio is in the iigest
seruse spiritual, léels the îvorid te be a
divine temple, because lie realizes God in it

- is inlinite presence shining frein the
deep sky above, and Ris love reveaied in
every flower. To liii Christ is everyîvhere,
lîalhowving, as cf oid, tue relationships cf hife,
auni coloring by Ris sympathy its struo'gles
aucd its scrrows. Rie eau revereuce men,
not because they are ricb, or successful, or
powverful, but because tiîey are living and
immortal spirits; and bis standard cf hife
is not the expedieut, or the pleasurable, or
the popular-but the righteousness, tue
trutb, the love cf the Eternal word.-2kTc
late Blev. E. L. Ilull.

112


