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observance of any ether rule for holy
living, but wve rather urge the stili mor"e
punctilieus observance thereof, in the
nieantime. But we do lovyingly urge
upon you a more careful examination of
thn wverk of the Spirit in this connection.
For we assure you, net oniy on the
strength ofL Christ's teachings, but aise
of our own personai experience, that
there is a more excellent way.

DIFJFIOULTIES EXPLAINED.

DY REV. A. LOWREY, D.D.

Wiil a justified pereon surely bie received
into heaven, in the event, of death, though
previouely lie lias net attained unto perfect
love?

Yes.
le it then true that without linees ne

inan shahl see the Lord?
I7es.
Ie it aise true that a juetified persen je

-noi saved from ail sin at the time of his con-
version?1

Tes.
le it truc that whatever is iacking in a

justified seul ivill lie suppiied in the event
of death ?

Yes; if he be ebedient, and je geing on te
perfection.

Can this be done without supersecling
/aîth, or ascribing cleansing te death?

Tes.
How can these thinge be?1 How can these,

apparent contradictions bce harmonized ?
I proceed te expiain:
Justification includes adoption and re-

generation. Tliey are a unit and ceetane-
eus, thougli each conveys a different idea.
Justification signifies tlie pardon of sin, the
blotting eut of guilt. It pute the subjcct in-
te a new relation-a relation of peace and
friendship -vith Qed. It consiste in sur-
render and reconciliation te, Qed.

Adoption je the act of taking a pardoned
sinner inte the famiiy of Qed. It le te taire
an* allen and stranger, and put hlm into the
relation of a child Before this gracions act
je doue the sinner je held off and treated as
a foreigner-an enemy and child of Satan.
The Savieur said te certain wicked persons,
cc Ye are of your father the devil." (John viii.
44.) They were redeesned as alar-e,but net
incorperated into, the fainily of Qed. They
were pitied and loved as lest seuls, but net
cheriihed a:s dear children. But when adop-

tien takes place, God sets Hie heart upon us,
R1e introduces us inte is family and inveets
us with the riglits of children. 11e makes
us hieirs to ail the Father's estate. And te
this fact the Uoly Spirit certifies and
prompts us to exciaim: IlWe have net
received the spirit of bondage again te fear,
but the spirit of adoption, 'whereby we cry,
A.bba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth
witness wvith our spirit, that v~e are the
children of Qed: and if chiidren, tiien heirs
of Qed, and joint heirs wvith Christ." (Rom.
viii. 15.)

Adoption is an exaited relation, and very
full of comfort. It is at this point we sing:

"My God ie recencilefi,
Ris pardoning voice 1 hear,

Hie owns me for Ris child,
I enu no longer fear. "

IRegeneratioti je a new creation. IlIf any
mar. be In Christ he is a new creature." ]It
is a work of quickening that touches ail the
dead faculties of our being and puts a new
element into them-an eleinent of life. The
new birth is as real, perceptible, and great as
the natural. birth. It begins a new life.-
life in Christ. It is initial liolinees, and,
therefore, the commencement of sainthood.
But this new creation is no0 more the cern-
pletion of holinese, than the lite and death
of Christ were the completion of the world's
salvatidn. Other crewning works in both
cases remain to bie done. By the new birth
inuch sin is destroyed and ail sin je subdued.
* Butsome sin remains, and that wvhich re-
mains continualiy riscs and sceke the ina2-
tery.

INow the regenerate are under vews and
covenants'te e-ek at once the extirpation of
aIl remaining sinfulness. Two considerations
bind him to do this : Firet, God commande
it ; second, the believer bas engaged to do
it. Qed says to believer-s, not te Binners
primarily, but te those who are born again:
IlBe yje loly ; follow peace with ail men, and
holiness, without which ne mian shall see
the Lord." The Christian pledges hiniseif te
do it. By sacranmental engagement he pro-
mises te reneunce sin, Satan and the world
-te com~e ont from among theni and bie
separate, and touch net the unclean thing-
te cleanse themeelves £rom ail filthinees of
the fleeli and te perfect helinese in the fear
of G.'d.-

At this point God promises te receive,
them, an.d eays : IlIf we confees our sins, R1e
je faiý'.ful and juet te fergive us eur sins, ýhd
cleanse us from ail unrighteeusnese." (1 John
i. 9.) And aiso deciares that if we wa.lk ln
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