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to thic consequences of disobedience. I{laving sinned, lie could not
bce restored to, the faxvour of God by the moral law, inasîniuchi as
that hiw threatened death-deniandcd satisfaction. A reine-
dm1l seheme was necessary that man niglit, bc brough,,It back to
God, and to, the path of rectitude. A remedinil sehemie lis been
most graeiously provided by the God of love and xnerey. The
gospel is the glorious announcement that God gave bis only
begtotten Son to atone for sinners. It tells us of the tranisaction
of the atounment, of Christ, whichi hionours the law, satisfies
justice, pleases God as the law-giver of the universe. But that
men ma-ýy enjoy its rieli blessings it is necessary that they believe
this grospel. Rence God's conuniandinenit that mn should
believe in his Son. The gospel lias been made known to men for
the obedience of faith.

To obey this eommand is to regard the gospel, in its real im-
port., as truc to yourself; a sianer; as revealiag the )ove of God's
heart, to you, thoughi utterly unworthy, iu g'ivingP uptI ders

objeet of bis love to agonies and death for your salvatioîî-to take
peace and safety on the ground of the completed and aecepted
atoneniient, whici it unfolds.

This eommand you should obey and continue to obey. Thus
will you begin a life of faitl, qnd live by t-he faith of the Son of
God, who loved you and gave himiself for you. Tlîus will you
abide under the power of the saving truthi and thc floly Spirit's
,gracious influence, cnjoy pence,bciîenresgl olau
ineetened for heaven.

Since God eonmmands you to believe in Jesus, it miust be pos-
sible for you to do s0. God does not command men to, do inipos-
sibilities. His service is a reasonable service. But it would not
be reasonable to, command mnen on the pain of a " sore punish-
ment " to, do what they have no power to do.

Since it is possible for you to believe in Jesus, you must have
power to believe. Sin bas net annihilated any of your powers.
In your state of sin, you are using your powers in a 'wrong way.


