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RAMILING OHSERVATIONS UN ARLILLERY.
ft appears that since the book of regulations
fur the mavawuvre of the Pield Battenes wus
printed, quite another s3stem hay been putan
practive at Woolwich, and anll another has
Leen proposed.

It must be premised that the Field Butteries
of the Tuyperind Arny are now all arned with
pine-pousder gung, and the usual tweuty-four
pouud Yowitzers, of Nillar's vonstrurtion.—
Field Batterfes are ysyally supposed to be at-
tacked to Jufautry, and not to move fuster than
they do; while Horso Artillery, whose gunners
are mounted on horseback, und have no atten-
daut waggons, is the azilizry to Cavalry and
accompaunics its rapid movements.

But Field Batwries latterly Lave auxined a
rate of speed in wmancuvre, that is very nearly

equal to that of the Horse Artillery.  This fact
is said to bave exeited the jealousy of tha Horse |

Atrtillery. 1t Liss been for some years a stand-
ing subject of ¥ grumble,” that the Horse Artil-

lery have receised far more than a due share of |

zegand, at the hauds of the authoritivs, to the
prejudice of the Field Batterics; tbat they are
the most costly arm of the serviceind that their
speed does not make up for the less weighty ca-
libre of their guos.

Here for a digression.  Some few days ago n
contemporary paper used the term, “weigihty
calibre,” for which it was taken to task by an-
other. DPerhaps strictly speaking the phrase is

.not & correct one; but the term i3 slways used
in Artillery. We rarely see the words *large
calibre,” but we constantly sec the cxpression
¢ heavy calibre,” or “ weighty calibre.” It is
found in all our works on the subject, and why
80 uped, it is casy to acsount for.

But to our muttons. The altaration in the
system of the mancsurres of the Field Batteries

. is this, that everything is now done at a “walk,”
the gun detachments marching on their foot
with their guns. It is said that the only excep-
tion is that when a battery “ trots” past a Re-
viewing Officer, the detachmeants reccive the
word to “mount.” The swords of the gunners
are all still strapped in the proper places on
the carriages, not attached to the men's belts,
and the drivers bave been deprived of theirs al-
together,whbea mounted, wearing ouly the sword
belt. It strikes us that this is a very slow
coach system, -and in fact & retrogression in
utility. It is true that 1f occasion comes, such
83 & necessity fur & rapid augmentation of the
batteries at a particular point of the line of bat-
tle, the gunners can be mounted, but why not
poactice continually in peace, that which is cer-
tain %0 be required in war?

But we bave heard that a still slower modeof
maneavee is being tried at 'Woolwich. This,
in fact, is, the remowui ofitto weggons alto-
geiler, from the batteries to which they belong,

. 1o order to brigade ther in the rear, sowmewbhere
or.other out of reach of gun-shot. A plan, per-
haps, econoical of the lives of men, borses,
and of the cost of material. Under this plan
the gunners could never mount, and 30, what-
ever the necenity, the battery could never go

" fasterthanata ‘' walk” In this system it-is

supposed that®s 6eld battery will go Jato action
with nio more than the ammunition coatained

1 the limber boxes, and that the waggens. will

p® brought up, one by ome, as the limber ain-

muunitivn s eshausted, to refill the emptied
boaes.  Tu our hutnble opinion a mostslow ard
unsutfsficiory process.  Thete are several other
little inconvenicuces which will strike uny Ar-
tillerymag 49 the tesult of such u sy stem as thas,
At present, o gun nod its waggon s all but a
pertect wachune, supplied with every thing. 1
| o gun-rarriage wheel is destroyed, it can be re-
| placed by ong from the waggon ; for it is a rule

that everything wust be sacrificed to suve the
gun. The sawe with the horses.  Part of the
appuratus is carried with the waggon; that
must all be truusfecred to the limbers, tor every-
thing 1nust be at hand. The whole methed of
packing the boyes must be changed, for if une
waggon only comes up at n time that waggon
must contsin the proportions of the various
kinds of ammunition that each gun requires.—
In the hurry and confusion of battle, particular-
ly if the necessity for retreat should arise, the
guns might be aeparated fiom theic waggouns,
when all the gun detachinent, except numbers
ouo and six, would be separated from their
great-conts, Llankets, messtins and hnapsacks,
to say nothing of tents, prcket-ropes, posts, &c.
—the oflicer’s baggage aud forage, the forge-
cart and sjure stores.

All these extraordirary alterations in a sys-
tem which has stood the test of fifty years tnal
are said to Le due to Crimenn experiences. We
have not yet beard that any continental power
hnus abandoved the system of mouatiog the gun
detachments on the carringes.

We will venture to say this, that under the
present system, the Volunteer Artillery of Can-
ada have acquired as fair a state of cfficieacy as
any man could rcasonably expect; that to alter
the system would dishearten the Voluateers,
who do not like to march with their guns on
foot, though no men would be reudier to trudge
through mud or dust, if the roads were bad, and

shall be allowed to do as we do now. Andwe
will venture to say another thing, thatif the

to convert one of our gix-pounder batteries into
horse artillery, that the thing can be done, acd
that in a month our bardy and active fcllows
will do that piece of work in a creditable way.
\We bave an objection to any thing slow, and
trust that we may goon as we have begun.

Ow1NG TO SOXE unaccountable omiasion on oor
par!, we catirely omitted tostatein the first two
numberss of our paper, what was the price of our
annual subscription. It is Two poLLaRs, strict-
1y payable in advance. We had determined not
tosend this, the third number, to any officer
who did not transmit thc money, bat have de-
termined 20 send the third, owing to our owa
omission, in onder that time may be given. We
may meation, by the way, that there is no pa-
per published ir this Province, which, in pro-
portion to its size, gives anytbing like the
amount of reading matter, that is to be found in
the columns of the ¢ Canada Military Gazetle.”
As stated clsewhere, in our next, we shall com-
mencs the publication of Captain Moorc'sdirec-
tous {or the improved Infantry sword exercise,
with some observations of our own thercon, and
immediately afterwards aball proceed with the
« Musketry instruction”—the ¢ Daties of out~
posts™—and sowe practical remarks on Ar?il-
lers,” tobe found in no published work.

the Lorses getting tired, and we trust that we'

Adjutant Genersl 15sues an order 1o-morrow, to’
enrole the requisite pumber of horses and men,

Wi have beard with great regret that ove o
the most active, intelligent, and experienced of-
ficers of the Active force is nbout to resign his
commission. His reagon is that he caunot stand
the expense and the loss of 1ime, the latter be-
ing the worst of the two evils. It must be ex-
ploined thiat although the law awards ten days
pay to the Cuvalry nnd Rifies, and twenty days
10 the Artdlery, yet that these corps ure contin-
ually drilled.  The officers and meu know well
that nothing, literally notbing, can be done in
ten days. The Captain of & Company, actusted
by the highly laudable feeling which is call.¢
esprit-du-corps, is supported by the samo feeling
among his men; bod this fecling not existed, no
corps would have been raised, nor would they
have advanced lowards a state of efficicncy us
they have done. Itis very much to be feared
that other Captains will be compelled to follow
suit, with the gallant officer to whom wealude.

A suflicient sum of money ought to be roted
Ly Parliatent to relieve the Captains of Com-
pauies from many expenses to which they aro
unavoidably put, and it is to be hoped that the
Government will see the justice of the proposi-
tion. We state no definite sum, for that is a di-
flicult matter, and many Captaing whose pri-
vate means are large do not perbaps require any
aid, but asa rule the Captains of the Active
force are not rich, and cannot afford buth time
and morey. We know by experience that the
Captain of a Field Bauery who does his duty,
occupies two full days of every week in atten-
tion to his corps. The trouble atteuding the
commaud of a corps, cannot be understood ex-
cept by those who have “goune through the
mill.” Wo say that the men who came fore
ward when their services were Tequired, ought
not to 10sd by it, and that, when a trifling sum
would cover evervthing that can be justly de-
sired.

Tue Skconp LEctere to the Ottawa Field
Battery was delivered on last Monday week by
Lizcr. A. Fornest, the subject bein7y a scries of
preliminary explanations of certain e'ementary
principles in natural philosophy, such as gravi-
tation, the resistance of the atmosphere, &c.—
. The Licutcnant, thep, by the aid of diagrams,
. explained what is meant by the * parabola,” or
, the trajectory curve of shot through the air,
- and also defined what is meant by angles, dia-

meters, tangents, and the various mathemstical
, terms used in gunnery. As the lectuie was of
' 80 very elemen a character generally, it is
| hardly necessars to publish it, though the Liea-
tent has promised us, for next week a separate
paper on the * Parabolic Theory.” The lec-
turer actually delivered one of the best lectures
‘we ever heard oa such a subject, and this is &
difficult thing to do because itis ever bard work
10 pot things in the simplest posuible language.

The next lecture will be given on Thuradsy
evening, at the gun sheds, by Sergeani-Major
Forsythe, the sabject being the  Practicar can
or Prosscriuxs.”  The lecture will be illustrat-
ed by the production of the variousmissiles used
by a Ficld Battery, and the instruments requir-
ed ia the process of firing shellsand spesical
case shot.  The lecture will begin at hall pest
seven o'clock.

Quzxxc.—We understand that the Quebec
Volunteer Cavalry are building a rididg 3cbool.
This is a move abeolutely in the right direciton ;
0o cavalry can be made efficient without it.




