
TUIE CHIRISTIAN BANNER.

'Epaphroditus was a messenger from the church to the apostle-a com-

petent messenger, faithful in carrying the offerings of the brcthrcn to
Paul, and able botli to sympathize -%vith him as a fellow-laborer and to
give him items of welcome news Iby detailing the prosperous condition
of the churehi at ý?hi1ippi. Examine Phii. 4: 15, 18 and 2: 25. To
the brethrcn in Corinth Paul says: 'I1 arn glad of the coming of Stcph-
anas, Fortuinatus, and Achiaicus.. .for thcy bave refrcshied niy spirit.'
Tibese followv-]aborcrs werc thcrefore mcsscngers, who, b3, their personai
presiece gladdcucd the apostie, rcfrcshced his spirit, and suppicd an
imiportant lack wvhcther of necdful pocuniaries oi of syrnpathy rcquired
by hlmi in his scvere and constant labors. 1 Cor. 1 ýG : 1 ,I~ Agyain,
says this inspircd workinan, ' I tookz wagcs of certain churchles to per-
forin my worh iu Corinth.' 2- Cor. I1l: s.

Thlesc retbrences, thcn, to tic infallibie record, wili serve in the
nieantii as a samnpie of iwhat is approveable in the sighit of hecaven as
follows:

1. That evcry primitive disciple was filcd. with flic liberal spirit of the
Divine Master, couisidering not oniy bis own welfarc but also the
rclfaire of others.

:2. 'i'lat this liberality was shown, not like religions foyer and ague,
but as stcadily and systernatically as the pulse of their afietion for
-Christ.

* o.ihatcad eunregaion had a treasury by which to collectan
throughi whicli to distribute.

4. That ns ail inembers of one churcli wcre unitcd and
syrnpathizing, so ail churches wvcre united for cvcry good work, sympa-
thizing with and helping oue another, ail bcing subjeet to the One
Hecad. .

5. That aposties, evangelists, and others wcre niessengers of tise
chiurebes both to carry contributions for the ncedy and to convcy assis-
tanice and syrnpathy to laborers ecgagcd in thec work of annouuciug the
gospel.

6. Tlîat churcIscs in different localities and in different countries
unitcd their contributions for at least two capital purposcs,--relievîng
tise L ord's needy ones, and xnaintainiug general laborers in thc gospel,
*-without sucli an ' organization' as some good friends are upholding
in Cincinnati.

How any student of thc pure oracles can find in these exampies of
primitive operation tic slightest indication of rpucli speckledI and spot-
ted organizations as are witnessed lu these degenerate days, or how
those who are pledged to follow ail primitive customs will continue to
' organize' and 'loperate' directly in the face of these exampies in the
great Statute Book, caui oniy be understood by us upon the general


