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G HORSES AT FAIRS.

SUDGIN

i ear ago, wo elabornted this subject to a
B 1oable extent.  The views then ex-
. 1w t wita a viry e nty responso from
> SR rts of the country. With t]leso.endorsg-

W< however, came the reminder, that it
0.t impossible to get agricultural so-
B out of the ruts of which they have
¥, long.  Our experience had taught us
Lug agy, but s0 much the greater need

ly 8 o anay "ot these abuees until
b¢ S ar. abohshed.  We have not forgotten
g we used tu fight ngainst n most prepos-
, 95 premun, that was worded somewhat
ok (1iis form : * For tho best bull of any
gl of breed,””  Tlus was called & ¢ Sweep-
ol @ " premium, and was the highestaward-
& In the ring would apvear half a dozen
biborns, two or three Devous, one or two
uc-lfrds, and the same number of Jerseys.
3B 2 ring any ten-year-old child could
ex; bt the Judges must first decido wiuch
leall e best breed ; & question with which
deifR- tiould have had nothing in the world
toTjl,  The farce habitually terminated in
ol one breed the first premium, another,
ini3 eond, and still another, the third—if
ik Q. were so many premiums.  The only
2 et that could be used to sustain such
k-t foolishness was, * We bave always
il 5o, and it is best not to change.”
¥ same systewm is applied almost univer-
@ to horses. * The best stallion of any
chs @l or breed * is found 1n almost every eat-
le. When you reach the ring, there you
 Wparaded in all their glory, the elegant
td 3 horse the flcet-footed trotter, of any size
ok B degreo of scrubbiness ; the grea massive
3 Pheron, the slick and lithe running horse,
up@¥any nunber of nondescripts, that are
\ dier ono thing nor another. When the
3t~ enters the ring, if he is an intelligent

R conscientions man, he reads over the
dtication, ** Best stallion of any breed,”
Wdicks a moment, and turning to his as-
Rites, he addresses them: * Best for
D purpose ?  If it 18 the ‘best’ for puliing
avy load, certainly there is nothing here

noggumpare with the Percheron. If it is the
0,94’ to run a race of a mile or more, cer-
bl there 15 nothing so swift as a race-
0 i, and we may as well dismiss the Per-
{ Son. Ifitis the ‘best’ trotter, the race-
'iji2 and the Percheron may both as well
00 3 the stuble, for neither ot them can trot

' Aond thus the question, * Best for
OgNs purpote,” recurs at every point. 'This
7§ dilenma in which the judges find

nselves, and in most cases some kind of
-mpromise is patehed up that is not satis-
ory to the judges themselves, nor to any-
Wyelse except the fortunate individual
Rom the lightning struck.
@51t, with whatever degree of indignation
3 nay protest against this worse than fool-
M rractice, into which so many societies
i:: fallen, the practice exists, and we must
sder the best way to weet it when it does
. When the judges enter a ring of this
ey desc.iption, the first point for them
ecide is, which family there represented
3s the bighest average price in tbe mar-
R After all, the only true test of the value
Ea horso is the number of dollars he will
Bee 10 his owners pocket. After determin-
g this question,tit then follows to ascertain
ther this family or breed is truly repres-
adin the ring, and, if so, whether the re-
Besentatives are closely allied to this family,
Bwitether they are mero remote offshots. If
yare well in the bloo2 of the chosen fam.
2. and are fair average representatives of it
giorm, style, action, ete., the choice is nar-
@i to the best of the representatives of
J: amily. The class is purely a breeding
@i, and the questiors of blood and family
® of the very highest importance.  In in-
g apon the value of the family, what-

g 2:st to the gentlemen who ave assigned to
ks difficult and thankless task of acting as
E8es, that the show-ring is the very para-
§e of bogus pedigrees.  Unless a pedigree
fecorded, it saould be received with great

02, We krow very well that many
le, from some kind ot sentimentsl idea,

J! object to the money price of a horse
B¢ taken as the standard of bie value.
f bave heard a great deal of tatk against
i have been called fancy borses,” and
2701 of what have been called ** farmers’
g but really our views have elways
J 2 50 matter-cf-inct, that, as an agricultur-
kroduction, wo have preferred the breed
pomestic animals, o1 thq variety of the

. iPmuplmx, that would &ing the highest

Wo have heard cattle-men inveigh
4ly azainst fancy-priced horees. as mot

N

Fr1t may be, wo may be allowed here to |
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other half, diminutive Arabs, snitnble only GRAPHIC ACCQUNT OF A THRILLING AD DUCK SHONTING ON ST. CLAIR

for toy purposes.

To sum it all up, let tae judgment be given
on what the animal is as a representa.
of his family or breed, aud not for what he’
might get by crcssing lum upon other breeds.
If the Percheron is the best breed in the
warket, juldge the Percheron stallion by
what he cau do or has done¢ ou Percheron
mares. If the race-horse brings the lughest
price, judge him by the quality for which he
18 distinguished, and not by sume suppositi-
tious animal that he might pro lue: if crossed
on somo other bre-d. Consider ouly tle
spurpose for which a horse is swted and
Jjudge him accordingly.— Wallace's Monthly.

CAPT. SCOTT, THE GREAT MARKSMAN.
1
This gentleman, frow bis being so famous a !
shot, was the hero o1 the coon story, which is so
well known that 1t need vot be hera related. The
gist of the matter was, of course, this, viz:
« Are you Captarn Martin Scott ?"* sard the coon.
* The same.” was the answer. *Then,” said the
coon, ‘‘you need not shoot; I'll come down.”,
His reputativn for accurate and wonderful ritle ,
and pistol shooting was richly deserved, and we |
are not aware that he was ever c¢xcelled—if, in.
deed, he was ever equalled—by any of his con- :
| temporaries. One of his porformances with the
piste], which hag been folly vouched for as per-
fectly true by his fellow army officers who wit-
nessed it, and which strikes us as requiring !
more skill than almost any other feat we have
heard of, was in taking two potatoes, throwing
them mto the air successively, and putting
a pistol ball through both of them as they
crossed, one going up aud the other ccming
down. . .

Some of his performances in rifle shooupg
wero very extraordinary. Uponoue occasion he
and another oflicer took an old-fashioned
United States yager that he had, and it was de-
termined which could load and fire three shots
in the shortest space of time, and make the best
target. Accordingly, a playing card, with a spot
or bull’s-eye in the centre about the size ofa
dime, was attached to a log of wood, and placed
at 75 yards from where they proposed to stand.
Captain Scott then took the rifle, uncharged.
with the powder flask at hand, and the balls
snd patches in Lis mouth, and made the three
shots “off-hand,” in one minute and twenty
seconds. The otherofficer then went to the
target, and found one hole directly through the
centro of the bull's.eye. His companion was
surprised at the precision of the shot, butob-
gerved to the Captain that the other two had
entirely missed the tareget. The Captain shook
his head and called for an axe, when he split the
log, and fouud the three balls in one mass,
all having passed through the same round apar-
ture directly in the centre of the card.

Ihe Captain was also a very excellent marks.
man, witha bird gun, and slthough he was
seen to make numerous shots. no one ever
remembered to have known lum to miss lus
bird.

Although Captain Scott possessed bis firmness
of nerve and accuracy of sight up to the day of
his death, yet his qualities as a hunter wero
seriously impaired by age.

While in his prime, we remember reading and
seeing the account (also the engraving) in the
American Turt Register of his killing succes-
sively with a pistol, while on the gallop on
horsebdack, on either side of him two running
deer.

Capt. Scott was at one time stationed at
Prairie du Chien, and in possession of a wonder
fully sagacious dog—a cross between the setter
and pointer. This animal performed comeas-
tonishing feats. The Captain would, for
example, while sitling in his quarters at the
fort, with the dog at his feet,say ¢ him:!
Mark, I want you to go over to the island and'
ascertainif thero is any woodcocks there, and |
come back and tell me,”* The dog would instant. |
ly go to the river, swim to the island, and, after
hunting it over, return, and, if ke had found|
birds, run up to his manter, then tothe gun, wag
his tail and makeother demonstratious of joy,,
whach made 1t perfoctly apparent that he had
been successful. Scott would then tell the
dog to get the canoe m readiness, and, strange
ag it may appesr, he would take the cushion in
his mouth, carry it vo the river-}:ank where the
{ canoe was moored, place it npon the seat, return
for the paddle, carry that to ‘ho canoe, then
go back to Scott, and look up into his face with
an expression which indicated that all was

ready.

All theze who are not familiar with the history
of Captain Scott—so astonishing, and almost
alone for the nccuracy of his shots with rifle,
shot-gun and pistol—may have sought some
desire to kuow what becoke of hum, We will add
for their information, that he was killed wbile
; gallantly leading forward his command in that
most saugaeary battle of the Mexican war,
»Molivo del Rey.”

Although, like most df us, he had his faulls,
yot, upon the whole Captain Martin Scott was a
pleasant companion, an bonorable mayg, a kind
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VENTURE WITH A BUFFALO.

WinNirro, Manitoba. Sept. 3.

Grand sport is this buffulo hunting on horse.
back on the open plains where a far chance 1s
given the shaggy quarty. I recall with koen on.,
joywent a chase once taken through the tall,
prairie grasses abuut Battle River.  One morn-
ing, soon after suurise, I crossed the orest of a
grassy riuge suddenly tv catob aight of a sulitary |
buflalo just emerging from a ravine nesr the,
stream. It was a full grown bull, whose black
mane and shaggy dewlaps nearly reached the
dark prairie grasses through wlich he walked.
Though not in quest of game, the sight roused
all the sportsman’s iustincts in me ; so, dis-
mountmg belund the nll, I ughtened the girths, |

rode over the ridze.
huge beast, stalking slowly away trom his morn-
ing drink, his head was thrownup, one steady
look given, then round be went and away for
the open Llutls beyond agmn. lIustantly I fol.
lowed, and the horse, partaking of his waster's
excitement, answered gallantly to my call
Sharply I urged him forward with voice and
spur, until the wild charge became a headlong
chasuy, Then, rismg in the stirrups, I took a
snap shot at my game. The bullet struck him
m the flanks.  Quick as hghtnming he wheeled
down upon me, and 1t was my turn to run. The
boot was decidedly on the vtherleg  If I had
before pushed the horse toward the buffalo with
whup and spar, still mwore urgently did I now
endeavor, under the changed condition of affairs
to make lm increase the distance between us.
John Gilpin never thundered along tho road as
did I down the grassy incline, with that huge
beast gaining on me at every stride. Looking
back over my shoulder, I could see him close to
the horse’s tail, with towered head, and eyes
flasmang furiously under their shaggy fringe
of hawr. It almost seemed as 1f I conld feel his
hot breath on the back of my neck. Instinctive-
ly Igathered myself up for a fall ; for 1t appear-
ed that nothing counld prevent pursued and pur-
suer coming 1uto wild collision n another 1n-.
stant. I even picked out a grassy spot on which
to alight. Asthe pony maintained his distance
however, I bethought me of another chance.
Tarsiug to the saddle, I threw mv gun over the
crupper, at arm’s length, with the muzzle full
upon the buffulo’s head, and fired. It was a
centre shot ; the ball struck nim mn the centre
of the forehead, but he ounly shook his head
when he recerved it. Still, it served to check
his pece somewhat, and as soon as we reached
level ground the horse began to gain a httle
upun him. It was . ow the vull's turn to change
tactics, and quite as suddenly as he had charg-
ed he wheeled and made off. After so longa
run I could not think of losing him ; so I turn.
ed and dashed after him at a ratthing pace.
Riding alongside, this time a shot fired low be-
hind {he shoulder brought my fierce friend to
bay. Proudly he turned toward tne, rage in his
eye, but with a bearing at once calm and state-
ly. He pawed the ground, and blew with short
angry snorts the long grass till 1t swayed to and
fro. Moving thus slowly toward me he seemed
the very personification of brute strength and
angry pride. But bis last moment had come. I
recall vivadly all the wild accessories of the
scene—thea great silent waste, the noble beast,
deatn-stricken but detiant ; but no language <an
pioture the coloring of sky and plain, no sound
could echo back the music of the breeze, sighing
mournfully through the.long grasses ; no pencil
paint the cast ablaze with gold and gregp, and
tho thousand glories of the prairie suuri%. Al
this lasted only & moment ; for the 1ant bull,
sull advancing slowly toward his puny enemy,
wiih low-bent head and angry snorts, sank
quietly to the plain anu stretched his hmbs in
death. I am not more sentimental than ordin.
ary men, and have done a fair share of kilang;
but I should like to be able to call that grim
old bull back to hfe. Never since that fair morn-
ing have I taken the hife of oue of bus kind.

CURVE PITCHING~-IS IT POSSIBLE ?

One of the best known bass-ball men in Am-
erica, vxcepting Huarry Wright, and a resident
of Cincinuati, declares that no pitcher ever
curved a ball inits delivery, and, moreover, de-
clares it an impossibility to do so. He says he
will deposit oue thousand dollars in bank to
cover a bet which any gentleman wishes to
make with him to ¢_at amount on the above
proposition. To test the matter he will Lave
three sticks driven, fifteen feet apart in a
straight line, and he will wager as above that
no pitcher can deliver the ball so that 1t will
pass on one side of the second, and on the same
side of the the third as the first. He declares
that what ig called the pitcher's carre is merely
a straight delivery caused by the position of
the pitoher aud mannertin which he holds his
arm Without tho resistance of s substance
which touches only one part of the ball, this
gentleman says, the laws of philosopby teach
bim that a eurvo cannot be produced, and, as

the pressure of the air i3 equal on everv part
~f4he ha™Ve curfgas )0}l g f o= -

FLATS.

—

Speaking of the action of the Canalian .

Government m leasing the shootine on the
St. Clnar  Flats, and the southern end of
Walpole Island, to an assoeiation known as
the St. Clar Flats Shootng Compavy, a

| year since, the Sarma Observer explaws as .

follows *

RETIREMEXNT OF 8. HAYES.

——

We learn that Stephen Hayer, famtharly
called * Uncle Steve,” has rotired from the
turf us driver. This 18 in conscquence of the
loks of the use of lus left hand. His ful-
low witfinen aud friends have geuerously ten-
dered i a grand cowpliunentary benefit at
Beacon Park, Buston, on Oct, 4, when somo

We have reason to telievo that the whole ' 80the ui the bust horses of the pertod will be

action of the Government m rolation to thig: Present. aud take part i the races.

Wo

atter hns boen taken in behalf of tae ln. | trust and heve there will be n large turn out

dinnsg, and for the purpuse of securing to

which the loeahtv produces. Previously,
the shooting 1n question was trespassed upon

'replaced the shot with balls, snd, remounung,|with ynpumity by p-ople from ail quarters,
As I cume 1 view of the | the Cnited States as well as elsewhere, who | BUt ware

plandered 1t of the game without respect to!

the laws passed forats preservation. By the !
lease a rnight was qiven to the company to!

occupy the territory, and charge a fee not!
exceeding 810 & wecek froma all parties wish-
ing to shoot thereon, on paym-ut of wlich
for one r mora wenks, permits were given,
which gave those bolding them the nght to
shoot for the tume therein stated. So far us
the Governwent 18 concerned, they derve

no revepue whatever from the lease. The
Indians get the whole amount. The com-

pany, however, have found 1t somewhat dif-
ficult to prevent trespassing on thewr privil-
ege; and some weeks ago they made ar-
rangements with detective Wi, Sunth,
weli known in the country, to look uatter
iuterests, giving him full power to take all
necessary steps to prevent trespassiog.
This he has been able to do without any dif-
ficulty, parties who came to the piace dis-
pused to dispute the claim of the lessees hav.
ing iz all cases given way after a httle calm
explanation and remonstrance on the part
of Suouth, and either accepting permits or
leaving the ground without any difficulty
ocurring. The practice followed by the
company 18 to exact this rate of fes from all
parues wishing to obtamn shooting privileg-
es. 1f at the close of the season the amount
realized from the sale of pernnts is more
than sufficient to pay the rent and other le-
gitimate expenses the overplus is divided
amongst those who paid 1t ; 1f 1t 15 not suffi-
cient for these purposes, then they must make
up tne deficiency.
]

A LIVELY REGATTA.

—

FIGHTING FOR THE PRIZE.

The announcement that a yacbht race
would take plaze attracted a large crowd of
Jersey City and Newark boatuten on Uctober
8rd to Murpby's boathouse on the ehore at
the fool of Commumpaw av.nue, Jersey
City. There were four classes wth seven
entrics each, and the course was frum off
Murpliy's buathouse, passiug betweon Ellis’
and Bedloe's Islands tv Robbiu’s Reef and
return, the course tv be sailcd over twice.
The boats startel between two and three
o'clock and the fuish wus at half-pastfive.
‘fhe Addie Taylor won in the first ciass, aer
corrected time being 2h. 4. 17. 1l the
second class the Kaiie Joraliinon was the
winner, her time bemng 20 50m. 3us. In
the third class the Alice won 1n 3h. 9. 7s.
The boats of the fourth cluss did nut rcturn,
two of than upsetting and the others gong
home. On the return of the buats of the
thira class to the boathouse .t was discovered
that th. judges Lad not kept any time, and a
scene of the greatest disorder anl rowdyisin
ensied. Everyore claimed that s boat
won the race, and th: judges, who had re-
tired to a corner of the room to makeup a
time sheet were pelted with beer glasses and
bottles. The prizes were a pold watch for
the first class and a mlver water pitcher for
each of the others * Top™ Gulhgar, of
Jersey Cit;, one of the crew of the Addie
Taylor grabbed the gold watch, and claimed
that the Taylor had won 1t. Jobn Mouan,
well koown m pumbatic circles as  Steve
Taylor, picked up oue of the water pitchers
and claimrd that the Taylor won that also.
Some one fired anotber ot tho pitchers and
struck him on thediead, and when one of the
crew of the Alice atiempied to carry off
another of the pitchers & rough named Trap-

hagen kuocked i dewa and bit & picee vut | CHARLEsTUN 8

of his cheek. As the darkness came un the
fighting grew wore fierce, aad the judges, to
save thur lhives, fled irom the pice. Tue
boathouse was neld by the roughs, wao eun-
tinued the fight until & cry of ** Pohee ! * was
raised and they jumped 1uto their boats and
put off.

them some compensation for the game |

on the oeeasion.  As it would be of mter-
est to many of our readers to know some-
thing of lus early life in the horse business,
We aive oo synopsig of lus exponience s
first debut on the turf was with tas uld elicnt-
Deburah, on the old  Cambriage
Trottiny Park, i a matoh with S. Langmmd,
a will-known bursemnn, agunst time.  Tlas
was thirty «12ht years ago. I'las race proved
a succ-s~, aud croated Rreat  excitement
throughout Buston, that a shoemaker from
Natick sbeuld come down to Cunbrdge and
** beard the hon in lus den.”  The next was
with the same mare against tune,  This was
tuirty-aght  years  ago. The  mnext
was With the same mare agamst M, Sauford,
who s puw figuning successfully with  lus
runniug horses 10 England. A httle mnerdent
of the race was. Saufords driver, Josh.
Seward, ran it Hayes and upset lns sulky,
throwiug lum out ; hus sulky nghted up, bo
sprang to regan at, but fatled. The maro
struck her trot he cracked s whip, and
sung out, “gc .t, Deb!” and go 1t sho did,
and came in on the trot abead. Hayes
claimed the money, thejudges oby -oted on the
ground of her not bringing i th roquired
weight. Hayes roplied, ** she wo: 1d it San-
ford’s driver bad not run intv me, and thrown
mo heels over bead on the track. A discus-
siou ensued, which ended i dividing tho
stakes. Then o thuught that he would go
for sumetbing more sulid, which bhe did 1n
the shape of Old Columbus, who never lost
i arace during the two yearr he vwned
her.—Sperit. ’

SENSIBLE TALK.

——

Ono of our exchanges aptlysays : ** During
the period of stagnation  which for nearly
four years depressod every business in the
country, the hardsip of the situation wae
greatly aggravated by a cluss of peuple who,
while abundantly ahlo to meet all “engage-
wents, seized upon the oppurtumty to avord
payment of ther honest debts. Losses,
shnnkage and poverty were pleaded 1n ordor
to effeet a comprownse of 80 much on the
doliar.” To winch we beg to add: Tne
way to make the tines casier 15 for every
man i stran a little, if necessary, 1w order
to meot s just obligations.  An earnest Jdo-
sire to pay 1 one quarter will beget confl-
dence 1 anvtuer quarter. Dobts of all kinds
should be cinceiled as speedily as possible ;
and printing bills should not be overlovked.
It 18 1ncomprehensible to us why sowme preople
shunld tr-nt a newspaper dun a8 hgbtly as

[they do. A well-conducted journal collects

the news at great outlay.  If 1t sends a re-
preseutative turepart o meeting, for instance,
1t has to pay incasls s rotiroand fare, s
hotel b.il, us bill for teiegrapinng, and lus
mcwdentsl expenes, The white paper on
whict the r- port 15 printed, the wages of the
¢ mpositors and pressmen, snd all otuer ils
have t5 we puid weekiy.,  Lae outlng 1nciah,
aid et zome men, who take sdvantaze of
the alverlis'ng culawms of the pewspapr,
labor under the eurtons unpression  that it
can always wait for o settlement.  Possiviy
this 13 thoughtiensness on their part. Instend
of putting asise she priuter s bili for payient
atter all othier vbligations bave been tuet, it
sionid be the tirst to recerventtention. oo
n wspap.r moilds opanon, snd without its
suppert a groat mguuv  eplorprises wonhd
prove disastrous,  We are not sponking for
ourse lves givue.  OAr remarks ure apphabio
to the pationa of nearlv sil the joornais .n
the land.—I'urf, Field and Farm,

NOVEL STAG HUNT
Seme Clarles' 1. Suutu Carglus L3 28 ST T
recently ~.pesivel tho .len of gotlin,
hunt on the Washington rars cotrse, near that
sity  The project wan rocesved with euthasig
by sportsmen thronghoat the CoInty, aud tue

up A may

affair as desenboad in the Charlest n New. .- ¢
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