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REPORT 0F THE SYNOD'S COMMITTEE ON
TEMPERANCE.

Your Committee on Temperance have to bring berore you in an official inanner
only that which is iveil known to the nacein bers or Court, in their individu-il ca-
plicity. WVe atre ail mn aur pastoral du tics brouiglt d.rily irito contact ivil? tho
vice of intemiperance in sorne of its varied florins The desire for the indulgince
of deprzived appetites and vitiated tastes, forais perhaps the most niarkcd tèature
of fallon huian nature; and conspacuous aiuong the d-epraývities and vices of
men is a thirst for stiwuluting agonts such as Opliumi and Aie .,hol.

Your Coiimitteo do not feel called upon to f'urnish Taroof of the evil effeets af
intoxicating drinks, o pon the physical constituition of zuan. Testinuony ta that
effect lbas, through means of* the press, beun laid' beforu the world, froua the higli-
est ait-horities in the Old World and in the New.

Nor do yaur Comaittee fèel disposcd to l-ay before you any minute statisties
as to the actual waste of' life attendant upun tic excessive use of Alcoholie
drinks. WVe have lieard so frcquently of the thousands in Great Britain and
Aiiierica wvho annually perish, the victims of insatiabale lust of drink, that we
have -cou)e f-iiiir with the rnelabcholy tru Lb. lut your Commuittoc would
roininu the Synud that there exista ainong-st us an evil of' no ordlinary magnitude,
-bli-htin- the temporal and spiritual prospects of multitudes or our peo)ple-
destroying the Ixappiness of thousands of aur I'auilies-wasting the resources of
the country, and crippling the incoine of' the Church.

Your Coomitte.e have given tîxis matter their most seriaus consýidera.tion, aind
they aire of' opinion that special means tbhuld hc adopted, in subordination to the
W~ord af God, to nicet this tide af uninitigated cvii. Under this conviction wve
have cndeavoured, and with at least partial success, ta itapress on thuse with
irl orn wve were ini Providence hrought in contact, the great evil of coulitenancing

the drnighbt imdmscey. Within the bondés of the Presbytery oi
Georgetown, the menibers of whirh. with one exception, forni tle Conîmittec,
meetinXs have ieeti hicld and lectures and s -ruions have been delivered iii ail the
con gregations with a view ta steni the tide of Intemper-ance, and the resuit has
beçn that hundreds have deelaircd their resaîntion altuogdhcr ta abstain froîn the
use of ilntoxicalt*hî drinks as a beverage. Nor have y our Conîmittee been alone
in this work. Tiiere is a rapid cLange taking place in the viewvs of enliglitened
nien, a,- ta the propricty of habitually using alcohiolie drinkis. In Several. colin-
tics of this Province. thie authorities have refaîsd ta license the traffie in ardert
spirits. regarding the gains ta the state arising therel'rarn s nnhallowed, and a
rePa, loss to the couînaninity gcnerally. Nor is your Comainittee prepared ta aie-
knowledge the right ai any Governnment to legalize any traffia wvhich can fLurishî
anly at the cost ai the eharacter, happiness and lufe of many of its awn suihjncts.

While your Cominittee mark with pleasure the progress of habhits ar Ah)Stin-
ence. they stili hiave to deplare the countenance given by* men af repectability of
ahl ranks, and ai ail official caliacities, ta the drinking habits of the presenit day
-and ta deplore also that mon wvho eaul thenselvos Christians, and wvho sek and
obtain adinîctance ta the inost saered ordinances of the Christian Church, hecsi-
tata not in naany instances, ta live by the gains of tais unhallawei traflic, as car-
ried on ait the present day. Z

Yanr Cominiittec have had no foands at their disposai, aind are nat therefore re-
quired ta gave account of their stewairdship in thait respeùt.

Yaur Cominiittee would earnestly recamanend that ministers be enjained ta
prcach upon the subject of'T.nxperance, as often as practicable; aind that ener-
getic, eforts ba put forth thraugrhout the bounds or the Church ta ianpress upon

th ids ai aur peoplù the neeessity far cairefailly gardingr ag-ainst the improper
,use cf these intoxicating agents, aind the prapriety of restricting thein ta their
proper use as cheuaicat, prepar.îtions, and for m.-dicinal and sacrauieatal, pUrpases.

Ail wlsieh is respectfully submitted.

NEIL MCK.xr, Conrcner.


