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was as might naturally he expected, a severe
struggle between ignorance and light. ‘The
heathen were roused, and they made cvery
etfort to prevent the spread of the new reli-
gion which had come to their Island. The
mission, in the early years of its existence,
was exposed to many and great dangers and
trials. Plots were laid for their lives, which
were happily defeated by that God whom
they served.” Two of the early converts
were cruelly put to death and eateu by their
companions ; but by God’s blessing a happy
change had taken place. The wilderness
and solitary places had been made glad and
the descrt blossomed like the rose. These
people, who but a few years ago worshipped
wods of their own imagination, were now
worshippers of the true God. They were
now clothed, and many of them sat at the
feet of Jesus.,

The people who had not & written word
in their own language now had the whole
of the New Testament, and could read the
word of God in their own tongue. The
Sabbath was observed and great attention
was paid to family relicion.” The schoels
were attended by persous of every ag: and
sex, being tanght by native teachers.” The
instruction rested on a Scripture basis. The
question of uniting religious and seeular
training had never been mooted among
them.  The school-book was a simple ene,
illustrating the truths of Christianity. A
great revolution had also taken placein the
social habits of the people. Polygamy pre-
vailed to a large extent, the marriage tic
was scarcely known among them, and it
was the practice for husbands to sell their
wives. When he landed it was difficult to
tind a young woman thirty years of age who
had not been a wife of six or seven hushands;
but now the marriage vow was ohserved,
martiages were published and the usual
amount of domestic happiness was enjoved
among the people. They were also making
great progress i other ways. As they be
came more civilised their wants increased
and gave rise 10 habits of industrv. The
surplus of their produce was sold to trading
vessels for clothing, &e.  On that onc little
Island there was more business carried on
than in all the surrounding Islands where
the people were involved in darkness. The
people a short time ago commenced the cul-
tivation of cotion, which promised to be
very successful.  The first load of it was
shipped a few wecks ago. There was a
great desire among the natives to carry the
Gospel to the Islands aronud them. This
was the true spiritof christianity It was a

bad evidence of the state of religion in any

church when they manifested no concern
for the ignorant around them. The Isiand-

ers were now acceustomed to make contri-

butions for missionary purposes, and a

number of them had gone out as mission- { fever.

arics to Sther Islands. (Iear.) When he
received an applieation from the surround-
ing Isiands for a Christian teacher, he gene-
rally made it known on the Sunday before
to the congregation, and he hau seldom to
ask the question asg to who would go, but
rather who should be sent, some of the high
chiefs of the Island having sacrificed al}
their property and gone to the other Islands
and dicd in the service of the Gospel. Native
agency was most important; a great deal
had to be done by their own people under
the guidance of Christian missionaries. The
Kev. gentleman next alfuded to Fate, where
they had teachers Iaboring for several years,
A Christian Chuarch was formed on that
Island some three years ago. This was
gathered in through the instrumentality of
native teachers and it now numbered 70
members. The people had given up heathen.
ism and had a missionary of their own.
Mr. Morrison, the missionary, was received
with great joy and loaded with presents on
his arrival amongst the people.  He wrote
that when he left this country he left a con-
gregation attached to him; but when he
landed on the Island he found one equally
s0.  Mr. Geddie next alluded to the Island
of Eromanga, where Mr. Williams fell, and
where Mr. and Mrs. Gordon were cut off.
This act was committed from ignorance and
superstition, the people believing that the
missionary was the cause of a disease which
was sweeping them off. This put astop to
missionary operations there for a time, but
they were soon resumed, and a reaction had
taken place in favor of christianity. Wien
the missionary vessel touched there a fow
montks ago they found a church erected on
the spot where Williams feli, the congre-
cation numbering 120. The natives were
also building four other churches. Another
missionary had also been sent there.  Then
there were native teachers laboring on other
Islands and fast preparing the way for
Christian missionaries.  There were mis-
sionaries or native teachers on six of the
Islands of the New Iebrides group, but the
most important had never been visited for
missionary purposes. It would require tifty
missionaries to reach them. and he was now
looking for them. Some years after the
work was commenced other missionaries
were sent out from the Church of Scotland,
and he believed two others were preparing
to accompany him back. Nething wonld
rejoice him more than to welcome mizsien.
aries from the Presbyterian Charch of
Canada in these distant Islands.  (Hear,
hear.) There was room for all these. The
New Hebrides group of Isiands, aithonzh
an interesting ficld of missionary labor, was

© one in which some ditficulty might be anti-

dipated.  The climate was unheaithy, most
missionaries groing out being attacked with
Then they had to contend with di-



