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Veterinury Jepartment.

Influenza in Horses,

Tars 1s a disease which is often experienced amongst
horses during theend of winter and early part of spring;
it is a specific fever, and has o tendency to assume
various forms, very often exhibited as a catarrhal
attack of the air passages, and also tending to invoive
many different organs of the body, and more parti-
cularly the great centro of the circulatory system.
In some instances the attack is so slight as only to
consist of a very mild form of sore throat, accom-
pamed with a swelling of the parotid gland; whilst
11 0 her cases it appears in o malignant form, soon
foLcwed by great weakness and loss of nervons in-
fluence, accompanied by a fever of a low typhoid
kind. The whole respiratory tract appears to ex-
pericace an inflammatory attack of a sub-acute form,
often extending to the beart and to its covering, (the
pericardtum).  Influenza is  generally most pre-
valent and ulways appears in a severe form in damp,
low-lying localities, wher? the drainage is deficient,
and i3 also of 2 more serious nature when animals are
standing in stables where the air is very impure,
owiag to the want of proper ventilation and clean-
liness—and more especially among horses that are in
low cocdition. Iu these cases, where there has been an
insufficient supply of nutritive food,the system isnotin
a fit state 10 withstand any debilitating influence. This
disease frequently oceurs in an epizootic form, when
a great number of borses will become similarly
affected. 1t has been supposed to result from some
atmospheric cauge or agency. At certain periods
the disorder will run through entirve stables, attack-
ing all and sundry; whilst again, the attack will
be confined principally to young horses, of the age
of from two to six years. At onc time it was the
opimon of some writers that this disease was con-
tagious in its nature. This, however, is not the opi-
nion of veterinarans of the present day, and influenza
is not considered a contagious disorder. The name
influenza, we beheve, originated with the Italians, as
they supposed it was produced by the influence of the
stars. The symptoms of influenza are somewhat
variable, and in its simplest form it bears some
analogy to common fever. The horse shows extreme
dulness, and a great disinclination to move. e
hangs his hrad, and the coat looks bad, losing its
natural glossy appearance and becoming staring
and dQusty looking. The eye is also dull, the
upper eyelid is partially closed, and there is an in-
creased discharge of tears, giving the eye quite a
watery appearance. The circulation is greatly
altered ; the pulse is quick and exceedingly weak in
cases where the depression is great, the pulse at the
%W hang vry indistinet. The ecars and legs are
cold, and the pouth is hot and sticky. The respi-
rativng are more ar less altered according to the in-
tensity of the altack, in mild cases there is little
difference in ‘the respiratory movements. As the
heart has 2 great tendency to become affected in this
complaint, there will sometimes be regurgitation of
blood in ﬂu-_)uguhr vein, which will almost be pul-
eating like an artery, and the sounds of the heart are
also increased, as the car applied to the left side ¢an
very casily detect.  The throat is sore, and generally
a cough i3 present, which is casily excited by pres-
sure on the head of the windpipe, (larynxz.) The ap-
petite is completely gone, and in fact the animal can
scarcely be induced to look at food. He soon shows
signs of great debility, and when attempting to walk
he reels and staggers, and it is only with difficuly he
can be kept on bis legs.  The ahove are the principal
symptoms observed when the disease is of a very de-
bilitating nature. n mild cases the respirations are
very little disturbed, and the appetite is not com:-
pletely gone.

Thesequelsefinfiuenza are inflammatioh of tholtmgs
and plears, and the formation of water in the chest.,

ond algo in tho poricardial sac. The latter is known
as hydrops pericardii, or dropsy of the pericardinm.
The inflammatory action may be set up in the lungs
or pleura in a very insidious manner, and it may
bave gono on to a considerable extent beforo the
more slarming symptoms are noticed, especially by
the casual observer. - There will then be perceived
flapping of the nostrils and labered breathing, and
a heaving of the abdominal muscles ; the pulse will
be increased, often ranging ono hundred beats per
minute, and very weak; the debility increases, and
the horse stands persistently. Very often there is o
diséharge from tho nostril of thick yellow mattor,
and wheb the throat is much affected this is a very
good symptom. In cases that are likely to terminate
fatally the @ischargo has a very offensive smell, and
the cxtremities increase in coldness, and the patient
refuses both food and water.

The signs of returning health are a more regular
ternperature of the body, the pulse becoming slower,
tho appetite returning, the eye looking brighter, and
the bowels being moved in a regular manner.

In the treatment of influenza, the strength of the
patient must be supported. If what has been called
heroic treatment is resorted to, viz., bleeding and
purging, influenza proves a very fatal disease. From
the beginning the strength of ‘he animal must be
sustained. The horse should be placed in a com-
fortable airy box or stable, and the body clothed uc-
cording to the siate of the temperature, It is gener-
ally advisable to give stimulants and tonics from the
first, as a quart of good beer three times n day, in
which might be mixed one ounce of nitrous ether,
The bowels should be opened gently by means of
clyster, and if the throat is very tender a stimulating
embrocation should be well rubbed into the sub-
maxillary space, or head of the windpipe. Cf course
many of the stimulants used in veterinary practice
are useful in influenza, but we just mentioned such as
can be easily procured. The horse should alse be
enconraged to take food that is casily digested, and
the clothing should be removed at least twice a day,
and tho body well rubbed over. As recove-y takes
place slowly itis greatly expedited by theuse of tonics.

The Dairy.

Suggestions to Canadian Cheess-Makers,

To the Editor of Tae Caxapa FARMER:

Sir,—In Qctober I had the pleasure of visiting
gome of the dairy districts and cheese-factories of
Ontario, and now offer a few remarks and suggestions
concerning the latter.

While I was everywhere generously received—
especially by my friend Harvey Farrington, Esq., of
Norwich,—and while 1 found many things to
be approved, and apparatus in some of the facto-
ries hetter adapled to their use than I have ever met
in the States, yet, in some other ana more important
matters, I cannot bat believe that there is room for

| improvement.

In my judgment the factory-system of Cnnada isin
some respects radically wrong.  With us, good waler
and abundance ¢f it is deemed an essential thing fo
insure success; with Canada cheese factories this is
almost entirely overlooked. It would not be difficalt
to show how grave a mistake your dairymen are
making, nor would 1t be risking much to say that
some of your factories will bae ghort-lived on this ac-
count.

Lack of water necessitetes the making of cheese
twice daily. Not only is this night work unneces-
sary—it is positively detrimental to tho produet of
your dairy. One of thoe prolific zources of bad flavor
in cheese arises from the fact that milk is not suffi-
tiently cooled beforo being warmed and “set” for
Chcese. Tho témperature of tho milk ehould bo re-
duced to about 60°. Whero tho animal heat remaina.

the result {s similar to that which casues when ment
is put into plckle béforo cooling. Bad faYor with ue
arises in port from not cooling tho morning milk—
yours, from cooling neither morning ror evening.

Besides, it is folt—and by nono more than by Mr.
Farrington—that even when midlk s properly cooled,
it is better that it should bave attained an sage of
twelvo hours or more before being reduced to curd.
Exactly why this is so, or what chemical change
comes over it, it is difficult to say. That the product
is better when the milk is somewhat atals, is fully
believed by many of our best cheese-makers.

In the same connection, it is portinont to ask why
it is necessary or right to keep so many persons labor-
ing ot night? Why the exira cxpenso of keeping
under pay two sets of hands, when the result i only
a positive disadvantage to the cheeso 7

Such thoughts must have impressed themselver
upon the minds of the intelligent cheese-makers of
Canada, who will not be slow, I irust, to apply the
remedy.

If 2 bountiful supply of good water cannot bo ob-
tained, let ice bo used, or the new milk * Agitator.”

Again, I am convinced that with us, 88 with you,
immense quantities of cheese are injured in flavor by
the practice of salting the curd before it is suficiently
drained and cooled, and by dipping it into the koops
while yet too warm,

I found that many of your factories had on hand
(Oct. 25 to 30) nearly all the cheeses made since the
beginning of the soason. Further experience will
convince your dairymen that all cheese made Jup o
August—unless quite perfect in make and favor—
had better be sold as fast ag"cured in suficient quan-
tity.

I tried many cheeges in various factories, and found
many of good quality ; candor compels me to add
that I also found many that were execrable.

I noticed universally that jour chéese-makers
geem to bave no faith in highly colored cheese, In
this, I think, they #ré mistaken. To England we
look for our best market, and there we find that
London is the market which best appreciates strictly
fine cheese, and is willing to pay the best rices for
it. ButLondon calls nothing strictly fine which iszot
highly-colored, as well as guite right in every other
particular.

Many of your dairymen are, doubtless, a3 well or
better informed in regard to cheese-making than 1
am, but I have thought that the above suggcatwns
may be of benefit to others.

Very réspeétiully yours,
GARDNER B. WEEKS,
See. Am. Dairymen’s Asso,

VERoxa, Oneida Co., NUY., Dec. 11, 1867. _ .

Note Y En. C. F.—We are much obliged..fo Mr.
Wecks for the above letter, and hono it will a0}be
lost on our dairymen. That there is much truth and
force in the criticisms made by our correspondent,
we are but too well persuaded; and wo repeat the
conviction heretofore cxpressed, that if tho, cheeso
factory system is to succeed # ia this country, it myst
bo by dint of unremitting care, the mostsmpnlous
cleanliness, and rigxd observance of 4he conditions
on which alone cheese of first-rate qnahw can o
made.

]
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The Mammoth Ohense in Engla.nd. -

To the Bitor of Tar Cavava FiromRrs E

Sr,—1 bave great plvasure in handing you extrects
from Livorpool newspspers sonttome bymy!;ivcr-
pool Houss, referring in flatbering tertas tonn wehlohe-
ment of Canadisn ekill and enterprise In dalry ﬁl‘o—
duction. " ar

Tho Cheess I bought of Mr. Harris, in New York,
after it hied gono through a coursg of txh‘ibitm in
tho United Slates, and shipped it to inly %
pool, who z0ld it to tho genﬂciﬁn
oaracraohs,



