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oxrespondence,

Emigration and Misrepresentation,
1o the Lilitor.

Sir—{[t may not he unmnteresting tomy Lig-
ther-furmers to place belove them my views
and ideas onemigrativn,and its misrepesenta-
tion. 1am themore induced to do this, from
the strong impression, which is gaining
ground through is country, and conse.
quently, by retlection, through England, that
the emigrants lately arrived under the charge
of Mr. Currie and others have not been fairly
dealt with, but have been deceived by too
highly coloured accounts of Canada. “Their
own complaints are bitter enough for the
philanthropists at home to hear, without hav.
ing it believed in  this country to bue u fact
“that any ordiuary emigraat, especiully a
skilled mechanic, is guite ont ol his clement
here, and not wanted,” and is unable to
make a living ; also, “ that even labourers
who hired here with farmers have been
grossly deceived,” by fulse representa-
tions from thoso gentlemen who have so
kindly come {orward withmoney and time,to
asgist those to emigrate to Canada who
avowedly cannot live at home. The im-
migrant even complains that he cannot get
his money after having earned it, and has
been dischirged without 1t. We ull are
aware thut our luvs atford instant relief
in these cases, Alwy, that the remuncration
was very smull, only ubout $10 a month,
with board ; and for bourd, the word was a
misnoter, as he could not get even sugar in
his tea. A gentleman who writes over the
signature “ Canadian OwL" in the London
Field, goes further yet, and says that not even
can any genteman  with £300 sterling
(about $1,600) get a living in Canada. All
these accusations ost seriously aftect our
farming community, and although distorted
and exaggerated from the smallest founda.
tions of trath, are very far from just, and
not by any means the whole {ruth. These
false representations are most injurious to
us. We want chieaper labone and tnore of' it
There are plenty of enterprises that e difi
cult to be made to Dy, frone this reason
alone, but there is alsv an abundance of em-
Ployment for labour, as capital is at present
engaged.  We will talie the cbarges serictim,
and see what truth they 1eally possess, and
what portion ¢f tiie whole truth is not men-
tioned, I cwmploy about nine or ten men,
with wages from 322 (o $26 and §3S a
month, who board themselves. I have never
got any efficient haods for less, that were
used to the country. All mymen but two
board with some one of their fellow work-
men who are married, and they pay for their
board about $2 a week. They never ask
for or are allowed sugar in their tea; they
all would consider it a superfluily, if not an
éxtravagance, I have had mapy men at
work, durlng a period extending over up-

wards of nine years, at my present avoca-
tion, and have had no complaint whatever
worth mentioning about board - and 1 board
more plainly than muny others du

As for people heing grossly deceived by
thegentlemenat home concerning the value of
their labour in Canada, it is simply falsc.
Thete has been no deception whatever. The
Fegular price of labuur by the day is one
dollar, for an ordinary labouring man j and
for mechanics, I will venture to say that if
all the contractors and master-men in the
citiss here, and elsewhere, were to stow
their pay-lists, by which their labour is paid
every two weeks, that in no instance would
you find a good mechanic working for less
than 81 25 to $1 50, and often S1 75 to $2,
without board. T am quite well acquainted
with what I assert, and challenge any oune to
prove the contrary. In the country, mecha-
nics are not always requited, except in some
manufacturing villages, but in the country
the active, civil labourer can always find
work, at such rates as ar¢ paid for ordinary
labour.

But even here «f the truth i3 not told.
Labour is governed by the great law of sup-
ply and demand. If you bring into any loca-
lity in the world a number of hands, uuless
where some sreat contract is just comrmen-
cing, the first feeling in the employer's mind
i3, *Now there will be plenty of labour, and
Ican get it cheaper. Immigrants have ar-
rived, and Ican do better than I have done.”
The cmnployer at once, naturally, offers em-
ployment at reduced rates, at which the im-
migrant is hugely disgusted. Ihave often
bad them say to me, “ [ did not come to Can-
ada to work for the same or less than [ got
at home, but to get the high wages that you
are giving to your other hands.”” Nine times
out of ten the employer refuses this, on va-
rious pleas, sometimes on the ground of inef-
ficiency, sometimes on the ground of the im-
migrant being a greenborn ; but most gener-
ally the true reason is that there is an oppor-
tunity to reduce the price of his labour by
the quantity of the supply.

But what is the state of the iinmigrant soon
after? We will suppose he takes the low
price offered, and foc a0 time suffers hardship.
The pay st again soon shows thay thisis
only temporary, that there are 20 men em-
ployed at low rates for anyleng!h of time,unless
when wheat is 60c. a bushel, and pork 4c
pound. Then men’s labour is cheaper, and
well it may be, as living is cheap als..

The immigrant soon finds his proper level,
If a good mechanic, he s00n can better him-
self at other shops ; and if a good Jabourer,
as soon a3 he learns to do the farm work
done here as others do it, and as fast, he can
do better whece first hired or elsewhere,
and he soon finds it out. There again, every
farmer will prove I aum speaking truth, as it
is the universal rule. There i3 no doubt

whatever that any man, gentle or simple

mechanic or labourer, who has a wife and
fumily, without money, will suffer in any

country on the fuce of the globe, uatil he
getsinto the ways of the new country, and
acquires soine capital, furniture, &e., neces-
sarily wanted for their support; and thede
privations are doubled by having generally
10 teavel about in search of employment with
a family, often asmany as six or iuore,
The fault lies, not for one moment in the
country, bntin the fact that & man hasin-
curred certain liabilities he is unable to meet,

[ have often thought of a scheme to meet
these great objections to families emigrating
without means, where single men would find
nodificulty, but I shall confine myself now to
answering those objections and accusations
made by others, without entering into the
remedy adapted for the future.

In answer to * Canadian Owl,” stating that
“farming in Canada is no place for a gen-
tleman,” even if possessed of £300, or 81,600
curreney, [ have only to gay, to show the
utter fallacy, and ¥ had alinost said misre.
presentation, of such & remark, that 1 will
take eight out of any ten gentlemen he may
name, who bave always lived in idleness and
comparative ease,and offer them any one
business that they may select from oue end
of King Street, Toronto, to the other, and
they shall have even a moderate, small capi-
tal—and after a few years they will have
lost every cent of it. And this rule applies
to any city in the United States or elsewhere;
and why is this the case? Because they
know nothing about the Lusiness, and can-
not for one moment contend with those wuo
do, and live ag they have been accustomed
to live, * like gentlemen,” I will freely
leave this fact to the decision of .uy board
of merchants or manufactirers, professionala
or agents, They are all well posted in their
buginess, and the “ gentleman™ knows. no-
thing about it.

The same thing applies to an agricultural
We, for & person of the class referred
to, but with better prospects of -not losing
all his capital, Ile will suffer deprivation,
and will find farming in Canada not what he
has been accustomed to think it, that is to
say, that he can work for a - mounth in the
spring, put in a good breadth-of crop, and
then take all the sporting pleasures ‘he bas
been aceustoned to until karvest; thenm an-
other month’s work, and sell the produce—
and & winter’s case is the rewnrd. Here

2 | again the fault i3 not,in the couatry; - but in

the man.  After the gentleman has farmed for
two or turee years, supposing, he had money
enough to buy his farm,:he very often sells
out to some one clse, and goes to some other
employment more congenial. to his former
life and tastes, and now,he.often sacceeds
—that is,,if he hys had strength. of mind-to
keep ont of debtat any cost. Self-denial has
been his. first great lesgon, and. his farm now
by its sale affords the means of the capital re-
quired, and success is then by no MbANE
l'm: o R '
. .You.my.u well send moh aman tooao
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‘quarter of the globe as another. He will



