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fatll figures. During the lasti fw years when
a fair crop was secured, some bee-keepers seernëd
to be sd anxious to get rid of their honey and get
ahead of their neighbors that they: sent it in to
th arest tovn and sold it fôt whàtever was
Offeed. The price obtained wasiftèn 'ridicu-
tsly low, aud the market was thus rûined for

the balance of the year: The bees are not now
'n the country to gather a very large crop, even
should the season be exceptionally good, and
there wili surely be no more honey produoed
than can.easily be sold at about p'esent rates.
't is better to secure the crop first, in the nicest-
Possible condition, and no matter if grocery men
bgin to wonder why honey is not forthcomaing

Swßl be all the more anxious te buy ýwhen it
'a brought in. Don't take in toomuch at a time,
esPecially at first-a crate or two is plenty.

etter supply them often and keep it neat and
fresh. and keep it going. In this way it will
never becom, old stock and unsaleable.

la1prle in Canadiain L. S. and F. Jouriail.

JUNE JOTTINGS.

Y the LIrst of June the " spring dwindling"
in the apiary has about spent itself, and
the be-1eeper can balance up his wsinter

d Spring losses, which, from all accounts re-
ceihed, appear to have been unusually large up
to date. Within the area of mny knowledge in

is district (Lennox, Addington and Belleville)
about four fifths of the becs are dead. MytWo winter loss, which is on an average front 3to 4 per cent., is the pa3t winter and springfro 5 to 6 per cent. The great loss of beesbroughOut the county, though perhaps chiefly
OW1ng to misnanagement, is in part at least due to
natural causes over which the most expert apiarist

as but limited control. Yet while this is a fact, so
uch of the loss i obviously the result of in-

0cpetent management that it affords another
lent agairst everybody going into bec-

There is perhaps no other department of agri-Culture that requires so muclh special knowledge
td adaptation as this, and hence the folly of
tv se without skill or experience going extens-

into bee-keeping, either as an exclusive or
in pui'si. 0f course iÏ but little il invsted

be butnd but littie expected from it, herecan

be cutltttle 'loss, and the disappointment will
orrespondingly small.

i e natural causes to which the late mortality

s rtly due may be traced to the excessive
coght last summer apd the con>Jnued severe

foras ~ winter, which persisted contiuously
o al Successive weeks. The drought

lijuriously on the winter prospects of

the bees iib several ways. The failure of the
honÿ flow resulted in a shortage of winter
stcres, and as -a consequence some starvëd to
death while frorn the satte cause brood rearing
*sisthecked in the fall and discontinned much
edrtier than usual , ýnd as nlany told'bees went
into winter quàtters, they natutally died off
during the winter and spring before thdy coufd
be spared from the hive. A poor qtuality of food;
resulting in bee-diarrhœea, was another cause
having its origin in the drought. Not that
clovet, bassvood or buckwheat honey tathered
during a drought is infcrior, 'but during a scarc-
ity-the bees céill gather sweets from anty and
every source. They thus get into their hîves at
quch times adds and ends in the shape of lwe ets
of various kinds, which, though perhaps good
enough for summer food, are qnite unfit for win-
ter.

Then, the continured cold weather lasting
through several weeks in the middle of the winter
operated against the bees in two vays. 13ad
food and low temperature are, in my opinion,
the prime causes of bee-diarrhea. The unwhole-
some food and the excessive cold together had
their natural effect, while the latter alone had'
the effect of preventing the bees from reaching
sich stores as they had, with the result of star-
vation with food in the hive.

But while these. primary natural causes are
beyond the control of the apiarist, be ne experi-
enced or inexperienced, vise or otherwise, wis-
dom and experience may to a certain extent ob-
viate their pernicious effects. The brood-rearin&,
checked by the drought, can be kept up in the
fall by judicious feeding, thus securing young
bees for winter. The unwholesone stores can
be extracted and good food supplied. Under
proper wintering conditions such temperature
can be secured and naintained in the hive dur-
ing the coldest weather as will enable the bees

to reach their stores when needed, and thus

avoid the risk of starvation, and also reduce the
risk of disease ta a minimun.

THE iiOSPECTS.

Considering the freaks. fancies and general
instability of June, it wonld be unsafe to proph-
esy but the present prospects of a good honey
season are favorable. That the surviving colon-
ies will be in strong condition to take advantage
of the harvest when it cames is more question-
able. Generally they came out of winter quar-
ters in rather poor condition, and the spring hai
not been overly favorable for building them up.
Only, thereforé, in the hands of the skiiled few
will the colonies be stronk and ready for the
hàrvest when it arrives. There may be an abun-
dant yield of nectar and a comparatively smali


