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Speech ofaie Hom. If. J. Baulig!
Ab k- $reat” Geieral, Meciing - of The
. Reform Aspciation of Capade,. hgld
on t’lﬂ(ﬁ‘sfﬁ’%{timo:—ﬂ" PR E‘“:' Ao
- HON; HENRY JOUN, BOULTQN
vode and said ¢ he fwust apologize for dp-
pouring 'bdfore’ the’ Association ~withont
somg previousthought ofiow he should ads;
-dress them, hut it was only on that morn-
ing that he "had been able so. to arrange:
professioual businessas to enable’ him 16
be present on that occasion, He felt how:
ever the deep impor.ance of the sibject
so strongly; that he feared not his ability
of proving" iis correctness to the satisfacs
tion of all. 'The Resolution whickhe was
about tg proposp was:’ :
1L %’hat this Associatiqn devotedly
attached to the principles of' the British
Constiwtion, are determingd to. use every
Constitutional means within their power,
to'securé the practical application of; the
principles of that Coastitution to the man-
agement of all the local uffairs of the Co-
lony, coavinced that in so doing, they are
at-once performing. the duty which they
owe to themselves and their pasterity,and
strengthening 1n the best manaer possible
the connection with the Mother Country,
which they desire to perpetuate.
" He (My. Boulton) feli proud in being
the means’ of offering for the adoption of
so highly respectable and sp numerous an,
audiente, a Resolution so truly Constitu-
tionul, apd which must meet with the engjre
approval of every one. (Hear, hear,},
He believed all, or nearly all- present,
were bogn in the Mother Country—and he
wouldask them, while they professed ad-
herence to the British Constitution, whe-
ther when they lefl their own firesides—
be it in Ireland, Scotland, or England—
thev expected that they were coming to a
Foreign Country as slaves ? .(cries of .no,
no.} No, he believed that their hearts
burned. with love to their native land—but
hie felt.that one and all must have expect-
-ed ihat.here they must receive all the pri-
vileges, which they enjoyed at home under
the Byitish Constuution. (hear, hear.)
That was his feeling, and he had no doobt
it was the, feeling of all. W here, he would
ask, was such a Constitation to be found ¢
It wis a Constitation envied. by the whole
world; and he doubted pot they, were all
of one voice with him when he gaid, that
not an effort of his shoeid be left uniried,
while e breathed, to sustain and perpetu-
ate that Constitation in Canada._ (enthu-
siastic cheers.) It was a form of Govern~
ment which he was satisfied, aftor Jong ex.:
perience and deep reflection, was the best
form to be found under Heaven. (cheers.)
It wasa form which prorected the weak
as well gs the strong—the strong could
protect themselves: A form which pro-
tects the interests of all withip its sway,
better than that of any other among civiliz-
ed nations. [Loud cheers.] He [Mr.
Boultor] would never flinch in saying,
that he trusted 1o see it yat carried out in
every portion of the British Empire. As
regarded Canada, they were called 10 pass
the Resolution which he now offered, be-
cause they felt thut here it had been infring-
ed on. ‘cheers.) The British Constitution
was all they desired, and nothing less
would jhey take ; it guarantecd to them
the libegty. of the people, while carefully
waiched over by the Representatives of
the people.  (hear, hear.) Wae had an
equal right here as in England, to watch
and to insist on the proper application of
its principles as enforced a: home.’
(the Hon. Gentlemgn) demanded that the
people of . this country should be placed
o0 the same footipg as at home—they
were equally well eptitled to it—and they
ought to taka nothingless. (Loud cheers.)|
In this Country it was of course impossi-
ble that the Sovereign could rule person-
ally—and therefore a Govasnar was sent

1o’ perfarih what- Her Majesty codld’

Ahat this principle wag equally applicable
“o the Colany as 1o the Mother Cuuntry,
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do, Herself. (Loud chgers.) Mw.ﬁg
would, ask, wag. it right vhat the. deguiy
shopyd have highpr. prerogatives. thanthe
pergon who depuied him? = Ought 4'ser-.
vant:t6 have siorg duthority than his mas
ter 1 Assutedly, aot.—{chieers)s~itnd thal
being the case, the Governor-General has
no right, fo,ezercise the prerogative of the
Crown,atherswise than. at home.. (Beax,
hear.);: We contend (said Mr. Boulion)
that -abe Governor shall rule by wnd with
the advice of . his- conatitational  advisers.:
This, however, is said 10 be inconsistent
with the dependence of a Colony—but
that he totally denied.. ~ He myaintained

—(cheers).—and he would show. the ad-
vantage of such a system as was cantend-
ed for here. The Administration io this
country claim {o advise the Representatives
of her Majesty on all subjects—he made
no distinction—involving the well-being
and - happiness- of the country ; and with
regatd to every local affair they had an
indubitable - right to be consulted..  Why
should. this be, it might be asked? Be-
cause it was impgssible for a Governor,
coming hare a steanger—and it would be
worse if - he were an old residenter, subs
ject 1o all the prejudices apd acrimony of
local parties—it1 would be impossible for
him at once to know and weigh in a jyst
balance the wants ayd necessities, the
feelings and the wishes of a population so
widely extended as that of Canada. He
must therefore take advice from some one
—and- who are likely to give it 80 well
as those drawa from the Representatives
of the people themselves ? True, he may
advise with the minority—but are they
responsible? No, they are nal; and
it, is RESPONSIBILITY WE DE.
MAND .“from the ADVISERS.of the
CROWN. It was right that the ad,
vice to be tendered to the Governor
should be given by leading members of
the Legislature—showing to the people
that they enjoy the confidence of the
Crown. {Loud cheers.) [tis onky from
them that the Governor General can Con-.
stitwtionally receive advice. He (the hon.
gen.) would like to know,what Sir Robert
Peel would say if. on going to Windsor to
wait on Her Majesty, he were left in the
antesroom, uniil Lord John Russell, or
any other leadiog opponent of the Admin-
istratign, had finished . a private andience
with har Majesty - (Hear, hear) He
said, without fear of contradiction. that
Sir Robert Peel would have instantly re
signed office and the only fauit he had to
find with his [Mr. Boulton’s] hon. friend
in the chair, was that he did not do so, the
very momgnt he was so treagted.  [Loud
cheerg] He wagthe last man to atlude
fo the, names of irdividuals, but he. had
heard: of ;persons being cogsulted, who
ought not to have inteifered. while there
were Constitutional advisers in office. He
majntzined that no person had a right to
be . consulted .by the Crown but the Ad-
ministratjon.  The Governor-General |
counceded their right, it was liue, to being,
in Bélis in Parliament—bot_that was o
very uifling matier; any one could do
that._ {Hear, hear.] In his [Mr. Boul-
ton’s] opinipn, the .goodngss or badness
of laws dependyd ;more on the way in,
which they were caigied outy than on the
laws. themselves—and if the laws were
execated so as to give satisfaction to
the people, it mattered linle who jntro-
duced-them to Parliament,—[Cheers.] It
had. been said that the Administration
was only to be consulted on_matters of
** adequyte importance,”—bw he [the
hou. gen] said they were to be consuited
on everything, [hear, hear.] He mains
tained that thg mode of gonsultation ought

to be, by the Heads.of Departments going|

tothe Governor, and saying what the,coun;!

1Py, waintad; dill" flint they reariendéd)
j10: b dinde i nat by Yhe Goverlior gning
fter the Hoddy! of. "Bepariments and velling
ithem: what, | be -wanted:: done. - fdkoud
ichedts. J~He' [Me; Boukon] hadboin ay
hundied . times 1 Dowmigg. Streer, during
the reign of several Sqyyereigns, but. he
had never knowp un instance of a King:
going. there awd’ givipg his directiqny ae
to.what he wanted.done. [faughter.] No,
‘the -Mjaister gogs to the. Savereign. und
savs.] propose to.appoint such a. person .1
office, and then, the question. is shall he:be;
appoimted by the Crown-or.not. The
Ceown has an undoubted right to say. 10/
Sir Robert Peel, ** you.shallwot appoint
Lord Ashbuiton as Minister 1a the Unijted
States,” or ** you shall not send the Duke
of Buccleueh 10 Russia.”” Her Majesty:
has a perfect right to do 30 ; bat Sic R.
Peel has an equal right to say, *if yout
Majesty has not confidence in my adwice,
I must resign.”” [Loud cheers,] ¢ L
cannot. go- before the country. and show
that I am a mmere instrument—that I have
nosay in my own Department. If my
advigd'is not taken, it provesl have not
your Majesty’s confidence.” Now that
was.the exact sysiem of the British Con-
stitution, and was acted on in the Mother
Country ;. and he hoped that although he
(Ms. Boulton) was an old man, he would
yet live, and that before loag, tosee itin
fulb and successful opaeation in Canada.
(Jioud cheers,) He would not be content
with any other, system, or with anything
short of it (Hear, hear.) He did
not say s> fram party feeling—the de-
mand was right and proper in itself,
and he advocated it from a stronger
impulse than mere personal considera~
tions. In or out of power, he wanted no
favor from any party whatever—(cheers)
—and, therefore, he was fice to staie all
he thougbt on the subject.  For the sake
of the peace and prosperity of the Pro~
vince, he trusted 1o see it acted on—he
had never near said conceded—he did not.
like ¢ concessions,” -the word stuck 1n his
throat— (enthusiasiic cheers)—it was only.
an honest debt due to us which they de-
manded. Mr. Baldwin had said, that the
Admiuistration has to endorse every Act
of the Government, and was,undoubtedly
true. Nowthere were four Banks inTorons.
to,.and they all knew that if they endorsed
a note to get money at;the Bank, and-the
promiser did not fulfit his promise and
pay the note, the endorser mus' meet the
obligation—he myst pay .the pote. [Loud
cheers.] 1t was quite as serious a mat-
ter to endorse the Acts of the Government,
as to put one’s nameon the hack of a
pretty large piece of paper. (Loudcheers.)
Now, when they think the Government
are likely to he defaulters, it is full
time for the Ministry fo withgraw—to take
their names off the papey before they
are suyed. [Lnughter.] A complaint
is made against the late Ministry that
they resigned—now that they had a perfect
right.to.do.. They were not bound to re-
muin gnarantees forpaper which they did
not think could be met at maturity, so they
resigned, and left room for beiter men—
if they could be, found. [Loud cheering ]
And for four months such men had been
sought for in eyery direction, but whather
it was on acceunt of the .wooden cha-
racter of the.country, he [Mr.‘,B.ouIlon]
could not say—but they had not been
found yet.  [Much applause and laugh-
ter.] - Perhaps they had not got on the
proper “trail”;yet. [Cheers.] For the last
four monghs it had been often stated by par-
ties oppesed to us, that we had ngt come
the length of being competent to govern
our own affairs—thal we arg bugchildren
yet! . Now hg [the hon. geptleman] cop-
sidered it the grealgst mistake—he 'had
peyer seen children with such beards—
children, of such Jarge growth,in his life—

children. ' The trith is, we fre a Propis;
angd a people of as -much imporjange s
Scotland .was at the time-of the :unjos,,
[{.oud'cheeu.]& How absurd it would: hhve«
veen to have talked of the' Scottish pedpte-
ay that time as chuldren.  Why, 'the ' muin.
who would have sospoken of them'in those -
diys. would have bren, apt 10 énpoynter
the claymorey of the descendants of’ ‘?/hl'; ;
lace and, Bruce. [Buthusinstic chears, }
We are a million and a-haif” of people,
mosily natives of Great Biitin; and our+
emigrating to the Western.World fora
wider field for our energies, i a proof that
we are an enterprising people. [Cheers.].
We do know how to conduct our own ai~
(airs, and we do so in a proper mmnper.
The -only safe principle of ouor govern-.
ment, is to tnke Lord Durham's.invaluable.-
Report as its.basis. I do think that Re-
port doea its author immortal honour, und
devolves on the people of Canada a heavy
load ‘of gratitude—[loud cheers] Now,,
all that was wanted,was to have it honestly
carried out. We have been accused [said -
Mr. Boulion] of agitating and producing-
dissensions.in-the country, and preventing
the views of Government beiug carried
out. Now, if' there has been improper
agitation, it has como from our opponénts ;
a small knot of persons here and:there, to.
tnable the government to carry an without
responsibility, and to lay a fonndmion for
clap trap answers, inducing people to-lse«-
lieve that Responsible Government is fully
aceorded when ewerything possible isdone
to defeat it—[loud cheer<]—I say it, Mr.
Chairman, as on the house top, that ot
one of these ** Replies” has ever recognized
the principle of Responsible Government !
[immense applause.] [ feel that a large
majority of the Legislature will sustain
the great principle, that the peaple are
competent to conduct their own affairs,—
and [ trust that they will adept measures.
to carry it out, and firmlv toestablish jt ,n
the country. [Cheers.] Theyare the
greatest destructives who strive to keep .
this question unsetiled; and-I trust that the
people will show at the Eiections that they
are satisfied IT IS SO. The Hon. and
learned gentleman resumed+his seat amidst
loud chears. '

JOHN BOYXD, Esq. had much plea-
sure in seconding the mofion. The mo-
tion was put by the Chairman, and carried -
by acclamation, B

WILLIXM! HUME ‘BLAKE. ‘Esq.,.
rose to move the second resolution, as.
follows ; _

2. That Ministerial Responsibility to
the people of this country for every act of
the Executive connecied with our local -
affairs, is an essential ingredient of ‘oar
Constitution. Itisa privilege to which =
we have as undoubted a right as England
herself. And without it the responsibility
of the Head of the Executiye {o the people-
ql‘ England is no gaurantee for our libers
ties. o

Mr. Chairman, if we are here assembled *
for the maintenanca, of no great constitu.
tional right, if, as. has been alleged, our
only purpose be to thrust into office the
members.of the latg, Executive Council 5 .
then we; are in my humble judgment
justly chargeable with a very grave offence: .
For much as I should deprecate any ca~ .
pricious exercise of, Her Majuaty’s - pre-
rogative.jn the change of Her Mipisters.
in this Province, I must yet confess that [+,
could noy.consider such capricious exer-
cise:of authority, without some other in-.
gredient, a sufficient ground for our present ,
appeal to tho peaple, (hearyhear.) But
if, on the other hand, it shall appear that -
the question at issue forms.the very basis .
of all the liherties of Canada, then T must
take leava, to deprecate the language of.
those wha.object against. us, that our par.
poses_arg purely personal [cheers,] Is -
this coyntry, or js it not, boudd to enter-
tain a grateful recollegtion of the mag who--

[Cheers]—thay ware . very. precocious

bas ever shewq that his country’s-.rights~



