318 THE CANADIAN ORAFTSMAN.

The said Liodges to relain their
present warrants whichshall be endora-
ed by the Grand Master for the Grand
Lodge of Quebec; their morle of work;
the rank of their officers (who will
have the same titles as officers hold-
ing similar rank in the Grand Lodge
of Quebec); their olothing and Liodge
property, and said lodges to be put
to no exgense in joining said Grand
Lodge ot ™aebee.

To this arrangement the Grand
Lodge of Scotland is no doubt & con-
senting party; at all events, she can-
not object to it, as it is & principle of
Masonic law that Lodges in unoccu-
pied = territory can transfer their
allegisnce to that Grand XLodge
which is afterwards duly con-
stitnted and exercises jurisdietion
in that territory. We hope therefore
to hear that the Grand Lodge of Scot-
land, at its next Quarterly Communi-
cation, (which meets this month) will
ganction tho terms of settlement,
(if this has not alrcady been done)
and that representatives between
these two Grand X.odges, so long
estranged, have been exchanged.
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The Working Tools of 3 Freemason.—
The Compasses.

No. IX.

BY BRO. G. F., JB.

‘We now come to the last of the Working
Tools presented to the Neophyte as he
pesses through the mysteries of the first
three degrees of Symbolic or Blue Masonry,
and heving indeed felt himself in the Valley
of the Shadow of Death, he more thoroughly
appreciates the divine lessons tanght by
the Compasses, as the Worshipful Master
explains to him that * the Compasses en-
abled (the Operative Mason) with accuracy
and precision to ascertain and determine
the limits and proportions of the several
parts” of his work, so do they remind the
8peoulative Brother of God’s unerring and
and impertial justice, whioh having defined
for our instruction, the limits of good and
evil, will either reward or punish us as we
have obeyed or disregarded His Divine
Commands.

What & grand theo-phikaophy vilnlizes
the whole symbolism of Freemaeonry} Men

tell as pof this and that science, but is thare
any that is equal to ours? We at least are
not aware of any, We take up a common
instrument of labor and it becomes & com-
ponent .part of such a God-insiilring philpgo.
phy that it is appreciated by king aud pea-
sant alike, and scouring the bitterness of
oreed and bigotry of sect, regardiess of clime,
nationality and color, it is admired and
studied by all its followers with love, ardor
and enthusisam. And amongst these won.
drous Working Tools there are none supe.
rior to the thoughts inspired in the Free-
mason’s breast by & contemplation of the
doctrines taught by the symbolism of the
Compasses.

The Compasses teach us that the Great
Architect of the Universe, the Mason’s
God, has in various ways and at dif-
ferant times, so clearly defined the laws
that should guide our course of action
through life, that man knows when he
errs, and that is, every man is aware when
be is breaking his Maker's edicts, Some
may say to this, that such ‘s not the case,
because the semi-civiliscu barbarian is
daily guilty of sins which he regards as
virtues, bdt which in the eyes of his more
enlighteued Brother are dark and treacher-
ous crimes or bestial immorality. True,
but the God of the Freemason has Himself
declared that to whom much is given,
much will be required, and consequently
we repeat the lessons taught by the Com-
passes are correct, for God has laid down &
circurnscribed line of action for man to
follow, and if Le oversteps that well-de-
fined and clearly marked limit, then s
just and great and mighty Creator will
punish the transgressor, for the Infinite
cannot with due respect unto Himself,
permit the puny mind of the finite man to
attempt to thwert the incomprehensible
intellingence of the Diety. Such is the
symbolism of the Compasscs, and no more
direct proof of the liberal theo-philosophy
of the Craft coyld be adduced than this
little simple instrument of architecture
affords.

Essays might be written upon it, but for
our object? It is clear, plain, forcible, dis-
tinct. We believe that as the student of
our mysteries applies himself to the
symbolism of thess Working Tools, the
greater pleasure he will find in the rich
treagures that lie hiddem beneath their
more apparent meaning. These sketohes
have been mere outlines to prove that even
in the smallest metter in our ritual there
is 2 meaning, not only for the organ of
vision, but a grand cheracteristic ocoult
meaning, apparent only to the mind’s eye,
end that the closer attenfion is paid %o
the latter study, the greater pleasure will
the Mason feel in delving desper and
deeper into the arcans of Masonioc soionoe.
We cloge then our remarks on the Work-
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