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Ao Impression May Here be Gaized of the Extent of the Fruit, Flower and Honey Exbibits at the Recent
Horticaltaral Exhibition in Toroato

and trees for public places must he much
older than this. But small nursery trees
cighteen inches to two feet in height
should make good Christmas trees in ten
years. It will thus be seen that to grow
trees especially for this purpose one must
be prepared 1o wuit some time, but there
is much cheap, rough land which might
be used in this way. Morcover, a very
large number of quite small trees are
used every year, both for decorative pur-
poses and for Christmas trees for the
vounger children who amuse themselves
for a long time by decorating them and
by plaving Santa Claus.
AVOID FIRES

A\ word of caution should be given to
those who are about to have a Christmas
tree for the first time. Beware of fire.
\While candles on trees make the Iatter
look much more heautiful than they are
without them, they are dangercus unless
great care Is Averdised. 1 was at a
Christmas tree once where the person
who wus dispensing the gifts in the guise
of Santa Clius was dressed in a suit of
cotton wool.  In bowing to the people
the wool caught fire. e rushed about
and nearly  set fire 1o some  ladies’
dresses, but fortunately @ woollen shaunl
was threun over him in time and the
firc extinguished with but severe burns
10 himsclf.

Almost evers Christmas one hears ol
fatalities, henee we preter cledtric Tighe
it it can be ohtained, and no light on
the tree if it cannot be had. There ore
<o many hright decorations made spe-
vially for Christmas trees nowadays that
the tree san he made beautitul even with-

out candles. Small, red apples attached
to the tree are vsed by the Germans in
their decorations, a custom which may
well be followed by Canadians.

The Use of Fertilizers Defended
By.Leslie Ewmslie C. D. A., Toronto, Cnt.

While appreciating the desire of Dr.
J- B. Dandeno, of Bowmanville, Ont.,
to contribute to our knowledge of the
fertilizer question, as  hown by his ar-
tisle on this subject that appeared in the
November issue of The Canadian Heorti-
culturist, we regret to note the tenacity
with which he elings to old and almost
entirely diseredited theories.  His state-
ment that at least half thie sum spent on
commercial  fertilizers  in the United
States and Canada is wasted, may be a
slight exaggeration, but doubtless con-
siderable waste results from ignorance of
the meaning of fertilizer analyses and of
the requirements of dilferent crops and
soils.

Dr. Dandeno  undertakes to  correct
our masconception of what constitutes
Lk ot fertility.  This condition, he as-
serts, is not dependent on the Jack of
plint food he mentions in passing that
he never met a0 man Who could give a
fair delinition of “plant food.”*  This be-
ing the case, we shall not make the at-
tempt, believing that our elforts to <o
«. o the satisfaction of Dr. Dandeno
wenld be as tutile as o undertake the
delinition of that popnlar dish of **human
lood™ known as “haarding-house hash.™
We anly know that plants draw on the
soil and air lor «ertain substanees, en-
t~ring into their romposition, and il these
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substimees are not plant foods or cop.
stitvents of the same, let them be i
by uny other name.

Dr. Dandeno says: “‘Plant excrdion,
are the chief cause of infertility, .nd o
is in the decomposition of such muceri
that the application of fertilizers ! um
kind proves of value.” It is gratitymyg
to note that, in Dr. Dandeno'’s opun,
fertilizers may sometimes, if even m .
obscure way, prove beneficial; wo b
feared to hear that their application, hike
a dose of salts, might only tend 1 gy
gravate the condition referred to.

Dr. Dandeno might state with equa!
aptitude that the “food which we ea
does not nourish the hody, but serves s
an antidote to the effects of the provivus
indulgence of our craving for meat and
drink.”” We should endeavor to dispel i
concern regarding the ruthless destrue-
tion of bacterial life in the fertilizer
manufacturing process, with the .assur-
ance that the majority of fertilinang
materials are of mineral origin and hane,
therefore, no association with bactera.

Those of organic origin will be taken
care of by the favorable bacteria (indud-
ing the nitriiying bacteria, mentionud by
Dr. Dandeno) which are present in all
well-tilled soils. We agree with the
idea conveved in the statement that “cer-
tain  fertilizers are adapted to certam
crops and to certain soils, and the only
way to find out which is to try these by
using them on part of the field so as to
compare.”’

In concluding his article Dr. Dandens
states that ““no mistake is made in ap-
plying barnyard manure or other exereta,
but in buying commercial fertilizers *pa-
tent medicine chances’ are taken. ™ From
this statement one can readily nler to
what he likens lus own prescriptions
We find no fault with Dr. Dandeno
quitc natural aversion to patent mede
cines, but with his inclination to relegate
commercial fertilizers to the same dass

Not wishing to encroach oo tar, we
conclude with the reminder thin com-
mercial fertilizers are not supposed o
e a substitute for, but rather i ~upple-
ment to, barnyard manure, and 1hat th
chizf value of the latter, as Dr. Dandeno
rightly infers, lies in its physical actioy
on the soil.

Peach Trees from Seed.—Sceing an
article in Tue Caxapiax Horte iunk
151 about peach trees, 1 would <y that
T have cight strong, thrifty peaeh trees
that came up from stones planted in the
chicken yard. Three of them e full
five feet high and I hope to < e the
bear. I they are half as gooe as B
ones my mother grew on the «d fam
near Paris, T will be well satist - d—F-
\W. Moyle, Lanstaff, Ont.

The apple barrel is nature's  edicne

chest.



