
FARMING

if present crop prospects are realir-d a nitcli
larger percentage will bu required over the whole
)omminon. Last year the western wheat crop was

comparatively thin on the ground and only îbout
two and a-half pounds of binder twmne to the acre
was requmred. Tliis yeart crop is very muiiicih
thicker on the ground and it will probably take
ipwards of three and a-half pounds per acre to tic
up the haivest. So it is probably safe to estimate
that fully twenty-five per cent. more twine will be
required this Vear than last in the Dominion.

l'he hmnder twine ndustry is im a somewhat
peciliar shape this year. Nearly ail the large
operators in bnder twine have ether very lttle to
seit or are out of the business nearly altogether.
There is one notable exception in the case of the
l'armers' Binder l'wneCo.,of Brantford. lbrough
the foresight ol its business management, this co-
operative concern was the ofnly firni in the Do-
imnion that laid n a large supply of the raw
material for this season's trade, and, consequently,
they are in the business of supplying binder twine
tu a greater extent than ever. But the Consumers'
Cordage Co., one of the largest manufacturers of
bander twine n Canada, will only have about one-
half, or about 2,ooo tons, as agamnst 4,00 tons
last year, to dispose of. No twmine is being made
'at the Central Prison this year, where last
year i,ooo tons were made. During the winter
some of the large Ar..rican dealers an bander
twine sold largely to the local dealers of Ontario
chiefly, and this is the reason why so many of the
local nierchants throughout the country have large
supplies of twine on hand. It is supposed that
this twMne was sold to the local dealers at about
seven cents per pound, which enables them to seil
it to the farmer at from eight to nine cents, and
make a fair profit. Notwithstanding this supply
at country points, there is every indication of
higlier prices Lter on, and farmers will consider
tleir own interests by making their purchases as
carly as possible.

In connection with the present situation of the
binder twine trade, there is one firn whose action
deserves more than passng coimendation. Ie
have stated that the Farniers' Binder Twine Co.
had secured their supply ofraw material before the
war broke out. From a purely business point of
view, it would be qutte natural to suppose that
this firm would seek to make ail the capital it
could out of the present situation. But, instead
of doing so, we find that the management, havng
the interest of the farmer at hear, are offering
their large stock of high.class twine at very low
prices. One good turn deserves another, and the
farners should recognize this wlien gettmag tleir
supplies.

Excessive Freight Rates.
In last week's issue we quoted sonie figures

showing the great disadvanîtage in which Canada
is placed with regard to railroad and occan freight
rates on cattle as compared with the United States
and the South Anierican States. In this issue we
publish an address by Lt. Col. O'3rien, president
of the East Simcoe Farmers' Institute, in which
lie deals with this question. As Col. O'Brien
points out the people of this country owe the rail-
roads nothing. Every railway in the Dominion
lias sometinie or other either received a large land
grant or a money bonus, which lias coine out of
the pockets of the people who are chiefly the
tillers of the soil. In many instances the land
grants made are in the most fertile sections of the
,country, and the railway companies who were so
fortunate as to secure then are to day accumulating
wealth much faster than the best mercantile con-
cern in the land.

Considering the many and great advantages
which the railway companies have received from
the people the great producing classes have a right
to demand that 'reasonable rates be given them
when sending their goods over these roads. At
any rate they are entitled to rates similar to those
allowed by the railroads of other countries. The
districts in which most of our export cattle are
produced are situated much nearer the seaboard

than tie sections of the United States where the
bulk of the export cattle are raised ; then why
should the Canadian shipper have to pay $26 per
head for transportation while lis coipetitor across
the border has only to pay $20 per head. 'hliere
certainfly muîst bu somnething radically wrong with
the freiglt rates of this country.

Vhether the difficulty is with the railroad or
ocean rates wC are not in a position to state. It
may be that both the railways and the steamship
unes between Canada and Great Britain are
responsible for this unfair condition of things.
How to reniedy the difliculty is the next question.
As Col. O'Brien suggests, a commission to regu.
late the ,-ates where there is no competition might
help to solve the problen. But where the rail-
ro-.ds have been in operation for years it might
be dilficult to get theni to stbmit to the ruling of
a commission im such matters. Where a new road
is to be built the charter might be granted under
any condition that might bu named. Another
method of helpng the rates is to create competi-
tion. lI this regard the United States shipper
lias an immense advantage over his Canadian
competitor. There are competing lines of railway
runnmng im nearly every direction through the
United States, and the way sonie of these compet-
ng lines cut both passenger and freight rates

sonietimes would almost take the breath away fron
a Canadian shipper. We have lad a taste of cut
rates in Canada for the past three or four months,
and the sensation is so peculiarly pleasant that we
would lke to have these cheap rates appled to
freight as we!l as to passengers.

The producers of this country, in demanding
cheaper freiglit rates, aie not asking anything that
is unreasonable. Nor do they want a rate that
would mean ruin to the railway companies whose
prosperity is so closely associated with the pros-
perity of the country. AIl the producers want is
to be placed on the same footing, in regard to
freight rates, as the producers of the United States
or any other country simiîlarly situated, and it
would be in the interests of the railways then-
selves to grant this. Il the $6 per head which
the Canadian cattle shipper lias to pay more than
the United States shipper for getting his cattle to
Great Britain were paid to the producer of our
cattle, it is needless to say that the production of
cattle would greatly increase. If this were brouglht
about, the railways and steaiships would have
more cattle to ship, and he able to do a mnch
larger carrymag trade than they are doing at pres.
ent. On the other hand, if the present exces-
sive rates for carrying live stock are to continue,
our export cattle trade is not lkely to ncrease
unless the prace goes up very materially. In re-
gard to ocean freiglit rates, about the only way to
get bette; rates is to induce more competition.
To induce rorc ,)Yetition the best shipping
facialties should t>e provided at the seaboard. If,
as Col. O'Bren points out, niniety per cent. of the
grain shipped froni this country goes by way of
New York instead of via our own ocean ports,
tiere is sonethmg radically wrong with the carry-
ing trade of this country fron beginining to end,
and the sooner those an authorty look into the
matter the better.

Buying and Selling Cheese.

As those close'y identified with the dairy in-
dustry are well aware the cheese made at the differ-
ent factories througlout the country is sold by
what is known as the "call" system at the local
dairy boards of trade. One of the regulations
governing the operations of the boards is that no
member of the board is allowed cither to buy or
sell cheese on the day on whicli the market is
held unless at the board in the regular prescribed
manner. So long as the members abide by this
rule the "call" system of disposing of the prod-
uct lias given pretty general satisfaction. It is
only when this rule, as well as some of the other
regulations, has not been adhered to, that dissat-
isfaction with this method of selling and buying
cheese has arisen.

There are about twcnty of these local dairy
boards of trade in the province. As far as we are
aware those in the eastern portion of the province
work satisfactonily. In Western Ontario, how-
ever, with one or two exceptions, the local cheese
markets during the past couple of years have bee
sort of parodies on wliat a well-conducted dairy
board of trade ouglt to bu. Inistead of mceting
for the purpose of buying and selling in a busi-
ness-like way, the regular meetings of the boards
were lttie more thtan mere "fencing bouts," where
the buyer and the seller. would fence a bit in an
endeavor to find out what price one was prepared
to give and the other prepared to pay, and when
the contest was over they would know as muchi
about the situation as when they began. As one
would expect this method of conducting an im-
portant business could not give satisfaction, and
after a year or two of this "go as you please "
method, the factorymen and buyers in soime sec-
tions are beginning to view the matter in its
proper light.

The London cheese market is now considering
a proposition to make it compulsory for aIl sales-
men to dispose of their cheese only by the " call "
systeni at the regular meeting of their own board,
or at any other board. If the cheese is once sold
and rejected by the buyer, the salesman may re-
sell the cheese at any time or place. The buyers
also bind themselves to buy at the board fron aIl
factories whici have ordinarnly sold at the London
market in the past. If either a buyer or seller
violates theae rules he will be punished by a fine
of $25. It is also recommended that ail cheese
be inspected and shipped wit'in one week of sale.
While this proposition is under consideration an
effort is being made to induce the neighîboring
markets at Ingersoll, Wo.dstock, Listowel, and
Brantford to co-operate and adopt this uniformu
method of selling.

Though this new proposal may seem a little
arbitrary to some it will, if properly carried out,
lielp to renedy many of the existing evils in con-
nection with the buying and selling of cheese at
the Western markets. If a dairy board of trade is
established for the purpose of disposing of dairy
products, that is the place to sell and nowlere
else. We have watched the operations of the local
clicese markets for several years back, and are safe
in stating that, taking one season with anîother, a
salesman will do better always to sell his cheese
on the market when they are ready for shippinîg.
Wien all transactions are made open and above
board the bargain is a more binding one, and the
trade is acquanted with what is being done, which
is a distinct advantage. Then if the quality of the
product is ail right, and aIl cheese are bought and
sold on the board, the salesman is aways sure of
getting the highest price which the market will
warrant. Whiereas if the salesman makes a bar-
gain with the buyer off the board he is not sure
whether lie is getting the highest figure going or
not. Whien it is the law that ail cheese must be
sold on the board the competition between buyers
will bu sure tobring out the highest value for the
goods.

From a buyer's point of view it will be adecided
advantage to have ail cheese sold on the board
only. When the market is over the buyer will
know which factories have sold and which have
not. It will be less trouble for him to get his
orders filled, and make it much more pleasant to
do busmness. Though it will be advantageous for
one market to adopt such a regulation, it would
be very iuch better if al] the local boards in a
district united, and agreed to buy and sell on the
market only.

The Creamery Butter llarket.

There has been considerable activity in the
butter market during the past week and
dealers seeni anxious to get supplies. There also
appears to be a lack of sympathy with the casier
feeling in the English butter market. This is ac-
counted for by the fact that at this season of the
year there is always an increased deiand for


