Higit School Departient,

1. The High School Masters say, *‘in the
formee" (the several optional gtoupsz * we
would suggest that the examination: be less
mathcmatical and more practical in their
character.”

By **mathematical * questinns 1 suppose
are meant those in which results have to be
caleulated ; while *practical " questions are
those in which & knowledge of principles
cxperimentally established, with the evidence
on which the principles rest, is required.

A reference to the last examination papers
will show that the questions are by no mcans
cxcessively mathematical.  In the Chemistry
})apcr, 80 marks out of a total 110 arcallowed
ot questions exclusively practical. In the
Natural Philosophy paper, 68 marks (indccd
on a fair judgment I might say 75) out of a
total of 110 are allowed for practical or non-
mathematical questions, [t is absolutely ne-
cessary that some questions involving calcu-
Jation shoula be set, otherwise there could be
no assurance that the pupils understand how
to apply the principles in which they are in-
structed. I desire to add (what the High
School Masters are perhaps. not aware of)
that the qucstions on which their pupils most
generally fail are not the mathematical, but
the practical.  1If the questions were made
less mathematical than at the recent examin-
ation, I am afraid that the result would be
utter disaster to the candidates.

2. The High School Masters say: *“In
view of the fact that the grading of the High
Schools and the disiribution of a large por-
tion of the Legislative Fr:mt is decided ac-
cording to the results of inspection, it is, in
the opinion of the H. S. Scction, desirablc
that the H. S. Inspectors should be cnabled
to devote a greater amount of time to the
work of inspection at their semi-annual
visits.” The i‘Iigh Schonl Inspectors instruct
me to reply us follows :—They are sensible of
the importance of devoting as much time to
the inspection of the High Schools as is ne-
cessary, not only for the equitable distribu-
tion of that portion of the grant which is
divided on the results of inspection, but for
benefiting the schools in every way to the
utmost possible extent. As regards the dis-
tribution of the grant they are satisfied that
no school has suffered injustice from the
amount of time devoted to its inspection;
they will be glad, however, to meet the
wishes of the High Srhool Masters by mak-
ing their visits in future as lengthened as cir-
cumstances may pzrmit.

3. ‘I'he High School Mauiers say : *That
the English History presented should be con-
fined to some particular period instead of
extending, as at present, from Julius Cmsar
to the present time.” The kligh School
Inspectors think it wouid be unwise todepart
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from the system haw observed for tho follow-
ing among other rcasons s—

(@.) Teachers holding Provincial lifc cer-
lificates arc expected, and with reason, to
know the Icading cveats at least of the his-
tory of England and Rome.  (5.) Ong of the
most valuable Jessons to be derived from hise
toty is historical progortion, or the rclative
importance of historical cvents 3 another is
the causes of the progress of nations in civili-
zation and constitutional self-overnment,
and the steps of national decadence 3 another
is the literary growth and the distinguishing
character of onc petiod as related to others.
None of these. the Inspectors think, can be
obtaincd by tuc study of an itolated cpoch.
(c.) For a special period to be studicd judici-
ously or to advantage its telations to the pre-
ceding age should be known before-hand,
hence such a system of tHistory-teaching
belongs more properly to an advanced stage
in the student’s progress; besides, a more
detailed examination of a period is necessary
than is convenient in a High School. (4\)
The true remedy is for the teachers to im-
prove their methods.

4. With regard to the ‘““system of nota-
tion" which the High School Masters say
‘‘should be more fully recognized in the
assignment_of subjects for examination to
members of Central Committee,” the Minis-
ter will readily understand that some mem-
bers of the Committee are specially fitted to
examine on some subjects, and othets on
others, and it is desirable taat the schools of
the country should have the bencfit of the
special attainments of the several members.

T have the honour, etc.,
(Signed) G. P. YOUNG.
To the Hon, the Minister of Education.

—IN thismonth’s issue we can only bricfly dis-
cuss the questions brought up by the foregoing
correspondence.  We invite in the meantime
from the High School Masters an expression
of opinion on the points submitted for their
consideration. The course pursued by the
Minister, as indicated in his letter, will be
productive of great satisfaction to the pro-
fession, and we trust that in the interest of
good sound healthy education the Intermedi-
ate itself may soon be numbered among the
things of the past. It is a well-known fact

, that the High School Masters without, so far

as the public are aware, a single exception,
are unanimous in their estimate of the effect
on cducation of the Intermediate examina-
tion, In many respects the old system of



