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bond between my soul and the souls
of my pupils, I am not a suitable per-
son to be entrusted with the training
of the men and women of the rising
geoecration,  We have heard it said
that the mind may receive moral tone
fromwhat inay be termed the principle
of Jwmanily, We have Herbert
Spencer spending a life-time  in
claborating a sys em of moral princi-
ples which he presumes will take the
place of asytem which, to his thinking,
has oulived its usefulness.  We exam-
inec thelastwork, “ The Dataof Ethics,”
of that able writer, and compare
it with the precepts of the Bible,
Hope, warm feclings, and bonds of
sympathy towards our (fellow-man
characterize the litter, while a keen,
cold, and intellectual philosophy of
the head, and not of the heart, marks
the pages of the other.  The principle
of /umanily appears to me a frigid
and metaphysical expression, a relic
of Christian sentiment, unconsciously
retained. He who thinks moral
teaching may be performed apart
from religion, spits on the grave of his
grandfather, or, as Benjamin Franklin
puts it, resemblcs the son who “kicks
the mother that has 1 ft him a legacy.”
The teacher cannot separate his per-
sonality from his-instruction. What
he ¢ stiikes the pupil ten times more
forcibly than what he says. Writers
who would scarcely be regarded as
orthodox give full assent 10 this state-
ment, Bagehot very properly says
“it is the life of the teacher thatis
catehing and not his tenets.,” The
charact.r of the teachers of our carly
years will remain stamped upon our
minds until the day of our death. The
life of the Great Teacher had more to
do with the spread of Christianity
than his precepts. The successful
teacher must possess a strongly
marked individuality., Vithout such
individuality that magnetic power
which ‘every good teacher exercises is
wanting, and the power also to mould
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the minds of the students entrusted to
his care.

How shall morality be taught?
should strongly oppose the use of
text-bonks for the purpose. 1 should
also object to the sctting apart of cer-
tain hours for imparting ethieal in-
struction, To use the Bible as a
school-hook I think unwise, Better
to have a teacher who respects its
teaching. To the teacher who be-
lieves in the power of prayer the
reading of a form of prayer is not of
prime importance. To read a chapter
from the scriptures and that excellent
form of prayer prescribed, 1 do not
regard as essential, though I think
the praciice has asdvantages. It is a
recognition, formal thouyh it may be,
of the value of religion. It associates
the idea &f home with school life, and
brings the school together asa family.
That is an important regulation that
places the teacher in the position of a
parent. It forms the very key-stone
of good dicipline. The moral power
it confers is enormous, and the re-
sponsibility is equally great. Not by
long moral discuisitions does the
successful tearher touch the heart of
the child. Moral training, to be
effectual, must assume a sicnt char-
acter. Pondero s and prosy lectures
have more than once produced a-dis-
taste for religion. When the young
heart is softened by some wave ‘of
emction, or quickened Lo enthusiasm
by some inspiring example, then drop
the good sved in the fallow ground.
A word, a thought, or even a look of
approbation, may thrill the soul and
echo through the halls of memory till
lifedeparts.  The good teachermakes
hispupils moral unconsciously tothem-
selves. The lw of kindness and
good manners attends his every act.
Formal rules are most unwise, A
smile, simply, indicating satisfaction
or an expression of surprise, when
politeness has been neglected, will do
more to form the character than per-



