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" Aﬁrlclmuro fr tho great art which every government
ought 10 protect, every proprietor of lands to practice,
nmINovcry intjuirer into nalure improve."—Dr. JOHN-
BON.

Toronto, April, 1841,

Tne ENCOURAGEMENT WHICH OUGHT TO BL
GIVEN BY THE GOVERNMENT TO AGRICUL-
TURE IN BRITISII AMERICA.

T general state of the rural population in theso

Provinces;—<tlio deficiency of capital—and the

tvant of education and agricaltural skill that pre.

vails amongst a largo majority of themy point out
the neecessity for the Government ndopting de-
cided and aclivo measures for the encourngre.
ment of agriculture, if it is deswrable that it
should jmprovo and. prosper in this country.—

‘Tho agricultural clase; \who ought to posadss the

#reatest influence of any in British America, are,

from tho above causes, unable, and unqualified

to assume that station they would be cntitled to
occupy, from their numbers,  and tho property
they possess. The consequence s, that they
posscss scarcely any influence in tho conduct of
the affairs of tho country, and therefste have no
chanco of introducing any measures that mysht
bé necessary for the encouragement ond im.
provement of pgriculture, and the protection of
their interests. It is true, five hundred pounds
aro appropriated annually to the several Agri.
cultural Socictics throughout the Provinces,
which is gencrally distributed in premiums for
animals, but we know by experience that this
mode of praceeding will never cfiect the encour.

ngement and information required to insurd us s

prosperous and improved agriculture in British

America.,

In England the rich and powerfil ldnded pro-
Prietors take care ofthe interests of agriculture—
they encourage every improvement by experi.
meiits mido at their own cost, and the farmer
has ample protection from fercign competition.
The capital employed in agriculture is abundant
te afford the very bestchance of success. The
farmer has Iand and buildings provided for him
by the proprictor, and in many cascs the propric-
tors pay for drainago and other improvements
hecessary for tho tenant, and the farmer hasonl
to provide stock, secd, implements and labour.—
Together with all theso advantages, premiums
and encoutagement is-held out for every species
of improvement that can bo conceived necessary
or uscful in stock, secd, implements, Iabour, the
dairy, the destruction of vermm injurious to agri.
culture, and the improsement and judicious man.
agénent of land. Good and faithful servants
are rewarded. In fact nothing. is negleeted that
conld'possibly improve agriculture, or promote
the prosperity of those engaged in it as proprio,
tors, farmess, or labourers. In British America
we have no rich and powerful landed proprictors
?o encourage improvements, of tako any active
intercst in agricultral' prosperity. Thero are
many good farmers in this country certainly, who
cultivate - their lands in the best manacer, and
thus show a good example to the uninstructed
but this is not sufficient to cffect the general im.

¥ {last,

provement of husbandry, with the gort of popu.
lation wo have hore. If our agriculturists, who
aro genorally proprictors of the soil they occupy,
were suﬁfcicndy cducated, the progress of im.
provemont would be much more certain and ra-
pid, but this1s a good that wo cnnnot éxpeet tn
attain for many yeqrs to como. It requixes that
mon should receivo & liberal education to frco
thom from prejudice, and cnable them to view
now plans of cultivation ond improvemont with.
out jealousy, Pcreons who -have only received
tho first rudiments of education, and can morely
read and write, without practicing much of oi.
ther during their lives, aro not much better qua.
lified to form a correct judgment on subjects of
interest-ta themselves and tho community, than
tho totally uncducated. Indeed they aro goné.
rally less jualificd, because the littlo ipslmctfon
they have received, make them confident and
presumptions, and it is impoesiblo to reason them
out of any opinions which they havo onco
formed.

A Board of Works have been very wiscly-es-
tablished in Canada, for recommesiding and sa- §
perintending all public works of improvemont
that may be recessary for tho country. Wo
humbly conceive that a General Board of Agri.
culiure, would not bo less necessary to promoto
tho improvement and prosperity of agriculture.—
This Board might produce the same good to
Briush America, that the Royal Agricultural So.
ciety of England, is now producing in that coun.-
try. Here wo cannot have such .a Socicty as
hat of England, beeauso we have not such a
class of rich proprictore. Out Government will,
therefore, havo to do for us, what the Ro#l Ag:
ticullural Society of Englund are doing for that
country,, and this we humbly conceivo, can bo
best cffected by the institntion of a General
Board of Agriculture. Wo have already, in a
Magazine published by usin 1838, suggested the
cstablishment of such a Board, and we bog to
copy here, apart of the article that appeared on
the occasion referred to :—< Tho organization of
a General Board of Agriculwre in each Prezince
would, we feel convinced, produce much good,
provided the Board was composed of men who
understeod the.theory and pracuce of agricultare;
and who would not be influenced by.any other
motives than a sincere desire to promote tho ge-
neral improvement of agriculture, and the pros-
perity of the country. The following outline of
a plan for organizing such a Board, waa sugges:-
ed to the author, by having seen a report made
by the Committee on-sgmnculture for the State of
New.York, assembled in Albany in ‘orary

¢« There shall be organized 2 Provincial Board
of Agriculture 1o consist of three orfive mem.-
bers, who shall b appointed by tho Governor,
and shall hold their office, for at least five years,
and shall receive, while necessarily employed in
the dutics of their office, the same compensation
as.Mewbers of the House of Asscmbly did re.
ceive, ‘They may choose a Scerctary, if deem.
ed necessary 3 and shall hold quarterly meetings
in Canadn; at Quebec, doatreal, Kingston, and
Taronto zalternately ; and may also moeot atsuch
other times and places ag may be found-cxpedi-
ent to fulfil the dutics enjoined upon them by
their office.

¢t There shall Jie assigned fot the-meetings of
the said Brard of Agriculture, and as & museum
for models, geological specimens, and agricultur-

bee, Montreal, Kingston, and Torontos which
musoum shall bo keptin order by tho Secretary,
or by domo L.crson appofnted by the Board, and
shall a¢ all times bo open and accessiblo to thd
public withdtit charge.

« Tt glinll bo the duty of tho Provineial Bourd
of Agriculluro to oxantiho all rcports and re.
turns mado by tho Presidents of the County Ag.
ricultural Societics, and Boards of Agriculiuro;
to seloct for publication such of them, and sucli
other essays asthoy may judge- advisablo ;.and
shall annually publish a volumo, to bo distributed
il the sovcral countics of thio Province by thy
County Agricultural Societics. And they shail
oxamine, when in Bssion, and determine by
practical experintent on tho miotits of all naw
farm implements or machinery offered for their
examinaticn, and thoy may award discrationar}
premiums upon all such a8 may be found truly
moritoriotts dnd d-sorving of public patronage,
provided tho whole amount oxpénded in arif ono
year shall not oxceed.—a————} and pre.
vided further, that no such premiumshall be de.
livored ¢o the.porson claiming the samo until' he

" has deposited with tho Board a model of his im-

plement, machine, or improvement.

¢+ There shall be deposited in the room assiyn
ed to tho Board, specimens of choice and rard
agricultural productions, modecls-of imjllenients,
drawings of choice animals, books, and all other
articles which may be pr ted to tho i 1,

ia registry of all which shall bo mado by the Se-
cretary, and open to the public inspection.

¢« The Board of Agriculturo shall report annu.
ally to the Governor in the wonth of January, a
statement of their expenditures and of their pro.
ctedings during the previous year ;.and also all
fnatters that they may deem calculated to pro.
mote tho-improvement of agriculture and of doa
mestic industrys

¢t 'That the Board of Agriculture, constitutod
as aforessid, shall have the authority, at their
discretion, to award premiums for the production
of extraordinary and valuablo crops of grain,
roots, or any other agricultural or horticultural
productions, or-houschold mariufactures, which,
in their view shall, bj" such encouragement, add
to the productive wealth of the country, not ex-
cceding, however, 8 fixed amount, which shall
be placed at their disposal.

« The mode of organizing County Agricultural
Socicties might bo a3 af present, namely, that ail
subscribers should be members. The members
to elcct annually such and so many-officess -as
they may deem proper; none of whom. should
receive any ecmolument from bisoﬁq:e. It would
bo the duty of such officers annually to regulate
and award prcmiums on such articles, producs
tions, and improvements, as they may deem best
caleulated to promote the agricultural and house-
hoid manufacturing interests of the Province 3
baving cspecial reference to the nett profitswhich
accrue, or.are likely to accrue, from the mode of
raising the crop, or the animels, or-thé fabrica.
cation of the articles cf: household, or Canadian
manufacturo, with the intention that the rowards
shatl be given for the most economital or profita:
ble iode of competition. ' )

«Jt should be a part of the duty:of the Boatd
of Agriculture to see that-judicious rules and re:
gulations should be established by the County
Societies in tho distribution. of preiiums.  Aud
in order to secure public contidénce in such So-
cicties, without whych thiir proceedings- will-be

al preductions, suitable apartments, both in Que-

~iewed with:jealousy-and disirust, wid pfoduce



