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WHEAT CROP, AND THE PRICE OF IT.

A common way in Fpeculating in flour is this:
one merchaut agrees to suit tu another, Fay. five
thouièand barrels of flour, sixty days fron date, af
seven dollars per barrel ; and when the day cum-s
for delivery be never hanids over a single barres. but
pays or receives the differeuce be tween Feven doullr!,
pet barrel. and the actual price of the flour at the
day. If flour, for instatce, bas al-n one dollar, he-
pays o' er five thousand dollars ; if it bas risen be
rvceives It irom the other party to the contract.
In reality, it is not a sase, but a bet ; a d as soon as
it is closed, carh parly, like'jobbers in stocks, turus
out o biend the market to bis views, su as to win the
stakes

The same thing may just as easily take place in
wbeat, only still more ad versely lu the interest of the
pr oducer ; and whe n there is a dispomitiont to specu-
late li grain we see the reualt in bu conflicîing *t-e
count- of the presses which each par ty bas secured,
as to the' actual production of' wht bt, aiid in the flue-
tation of thw market. Such reports and tuch flucia-
tions a e but pas t of the game played. We mean to
cast nu imputation on the press. or to insinuate that
their opinions a-e paid for. They iay, and no
doubt in most cases, do. v. ry bonestly en tertain the
opinions they have derive d from those parties to
whom tbey look for information - the d. alers iin grain
-and which opinlons it is their duty tu give. We
only meau to let the faimers k-now, tbat, even with
the best intentions, newspdpt-rs cannot always get ac-
ceas to disinteresttd aushorities, but inust give the
views of otheis, and of buyers, in most cans

We, thErefore, think it safer tojudge by the past,
%y the hîisiory of food consumptiou for a recent, pe-
-riod, and by the weather that we bave had, îhiun by
-any sueh sta'ements as p.tptrs sometimues parade of
the number of bushels whic ibe world will ninig ln-
to the matket. The wide discrepancy in recent es-
timates of the New York EBerald and the t incitinati
Price Curreut, one putting lowi the preseut crop at
-168.575 000 the other at 114,500 000, a differance of
54,075,000 bushels. proves that all auch estimates are
mere stuff. As we sad befor e, no man can estimate
the wheat crop ofVircinia. because its de.ivery tak( s
platce atso many different outiets. The same is true
of all other States, aud cannot be otberwise.

Of the crop of Virginia, as affected by weather
and other disasters. we have spoken before. Evtery
day coitirms our opinion of the correctness of ibe
views then expressed, and we have receive d numerous
letter- assuring us that we were right as far as thp
particular crop of eacb writer's section was concei n.
ed. la fact ve merely took ground that a bard win-
ter, an unexampled spring drought extending far
into June, and a supei abundance of insects, could
mot yield tbeir disastrous effects to a few late rains
and a fine ripening season. This was true of nearly
-all the United States, wbilst the sane drought
embraced England and Frince, and must have op-
erated to injure crops there.

Our private advices, as far as we have them, bear
,us out ir this opinion as to the rest of the Unioo.
A friend, for instance, whose veracity and judgment
and disinterestedness we avouch, writes in a letter
to another gentleman, and not iitended for us, that

.in four thou-and miles of travel over parts of the
North and W. st with which he was familiar, he did
.not see one single guod wheat crop. A neigî>bour
of his, going over the same country an equal dis-
tance but by a diffurent route. gives the saie ac-

.count. Both are farmers of the coun'y of London,

and by profer-ion and from locality know abat good
crope are. And tbough th crops are much better
every where than was e xpF ett-d from the cal ly pros-
pec', they cannot be gorod a ywhere.

England last. year made the finest crop she ever
made, aid has ente-n it up c tai. This y, ar ber
harvest will be laie and furm. rs kreow tia; here the
chances are always agaiuti wheat.'s yielelg w el1 lu
a late biirv et, wlilst the-re liia' ilhty to disasti r is Fe-
curing the grain ii grtahly iî.crieaed. Meanwhi.e
ber consumptoon is increaîng. ber an,ies will need
more ian i.he cen spare ; and after last wintier's ex.
perience in the Crimiea, where they are very likely
to witer "gain, they will supply it with gr.ill m
waste. But th y can only get what tbey want from
us. Her inortiers, sources of supply are cut -ff, ber
others are more or lees einignilciinit. The whole i f
coti rue, tal Europe, now ou a l u 1 i.ilita y ectab;i.-h-
mient and ptepared for active nmotei;en-iits it s'-ort
notice.. mutî counue more wbilsi. il miake lss, be-
cause :he. basa larr ariny und fewter producer-s;
aud France, froin whate- causéte. Ia< lier ports
opene-d until ihe 31st of December, by decree of the
Emiperor-a thing never kno -n be fore.

Wi th thistate of thîngs we caunut see wl atis to
pull down the market.

We kn- w that at $2 50 per bushel our wbeat
did not bear ex port the pait s ason. but was ail
con- umed at home. But the cast. may l very dif-
feront, if England, wlho genera1ll goes into one har-
vest with a surp us fron the other. shalt commence
the presetnt wiit i an enipty belly. and ffid ber neig h-
bours nuo botter ,ff in that pas ticular t-an ber>elf.

Still, whent bas receded some fifty to seventy
cents since the new crop begau t cooule in. Why ?
Bt-cau-e there is more thau tncough tittw on idnd
for the pre.,ent supply, whieb still ft-els the infii-
ence of an unusually high pr ce, wit-reas i-ix we eks
ago there was a ireatscarcity, and because the time
when wbat will be wanted in a..y qiuanttity for
shipmeut at bigh price-s, bas not yet ariived sud
may not come for three mtontl.s, or eve n a loiger
petiod ; there is no rea-on. tlhe'eforr. for its ke, piug
up just this time But to for ce it on the runve et
now, in a pide, would only i-ake il s1l lower. A
few weeks einct-, nmoney. ii New Ytir;z. m as inot w ith
six per cent.. at cal but nobody u itnee--d the spc-

tcle of capitali4ts forcing loaî.s on Lice coumounity
ii coiisequence. On the contrary th. y wer e ather
ineiined Io hold up. As litile do we think should
tb, farmer feel iucited to send his whe*at fIorward
now merely becaue it bas been takiug a tumble of
filve or tei or even twenty cents ic the bushel.-
Bouthern Vir<.inia Plater.

F.c-rS FOIR' T'E CuILoUS -If a tallow candle bo
placed in a gun and shot at a door, it will go
through without sustaining ary injury ; and if a
musket bail bu fired inîto water it will not onily re-
bound, but b' flattened as if fired agaicit. a solid
substance. A musket ball nay bu tiied through a
pane of glass, making a hole the size of the bail. % ith-
out cracking the glass; if the glass bu suspended by
a thread, it will make no difference, and the thread
will not even vibrate. Cork, if sunk 200 fet in the
ocean, will not rise on accounit of ihe pressure of the
water. Il the Arctie iegione, when the tliermiome-
ter is belov zero persons can couverse more thai
a mile distant. Dr. Jamieson asserts that, be heard
cvery word of a ses mou at the distance of two miles
The writer heard across water a mile wide, on a still
day, vith perfect disbitctnese, every wod of a
mother talking to her child.


