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THEAT CROP, AND THE PRICE OF IT.

Acommon way in epeculating in flour is this:
one merchunt agrees Lo sell to apother, Fay. five
thoussud barrels of flwur, sixty days frow date, af
seven dollara per barrel ; and wheo the day comes
for delivery be never hunds over u single barret. but
pays or receives the differeuce b tween feven dollars
per burrel. aud the actual price of the flour at the
day. If flour, for iostavce, bas fallen one dollar, he
pays o'er five thousand dollars 5 if it has risen he
receives it from the other party to the contraet.
In reulity, it is not & sa’e, but a bet ; a d as soon as
it is closed, earh parly, like jobbers in stucks, turus
outro bend the murket 1o bis views, sv as to win the
stakes

The same thing may just as easily take place in
wheat, only still more adversely to the interest of the
producer 3 and when there is a dispu+ition to specu-
late iu grain we see the resalt in the conflicting ac-
count~ of the presses which each party bus secured,
as to thenctual productivn of wheat, and io the flue-
tation of the murket. Such reports aud such flucra-
tions a < but pait of the game played. We mean to
caet no imputation on the press. or to insinuute that
their opinions a-e puid lor. They may, sed no
doubt in most cases, do, v.ry houesily entertain the
opinions they bave derived from those parties to
whow tbey look for information - the d. alers in graio
—and which opinions it is their duiy to give. We
only meau to let the faymers know, that, even with
the best intentions, newspapers cannot always get ac-
cesg to disiuterested authoritics, but muse give the
views of otheis, and of buyers, in most cases

We, therefore, think it safer tojudge by the past,
Dy the bistory ot food consumptios for a recent pe-
iod, and by the weuather thut we bave had, thun by
any such statements a8 pipers sometiwes parade of
the number of bushels which the world wilt miog ia-
to the matket. The wide discrepancy in recent es-
{imates of the New York Herald aud the inciunati
Price Current, one puttiog down the present crop at
168.575 000 the other at 114,500 000, a differance of
54,075,000 bushels, proves that all such estimates ure
mere stuff. As we said befure, no man can estimate
the wheat crop of Virginia. because its de.ivery takes
pluze atso many different outlets. The rame is true
of all other Stutes, aud cannot be otberwise.

Of the crop of Virginia, as affected by weather
and other disasters, we have spoken before. Every
dey confirms our opinion of the correctness of the
views then expreszed, and we bave receive d numeroua
letter- assuring us that we were right as far as the
particulsr crop of each writer’s scction was concern-
ed. In fact we merely touk ground that o hard wia-
ter,an unexampled spring drought extending far
into Juune, and a supeiabundausce of insects, could
not yield tbeir disastrous effvcts to a few laute raivs
and & five ripening season. This wus true of nearly
all the Uunited States. whilst the same drought
-embraced England and Frince, and must have op-
erated to injure crops there,

Our private advices, as far as we have them, bear
s out ir this opinion asto the rest of the Univa,
A frieud, tor instance, whoss veracity and judgment
and dicinterestedness we avouch, writes ina letter
to another gentleman, and not intended for us, that
.in four thousand miles of travel over parts of the
North and W, st with which he was familiar, he did
.not see one single guod wheat crop. A peigubour
of his, going over the same couuntry an equal dis-
tance but by a different reute. gives the sawe ac-
.count. Both are farmers of the coun'y of London,

and by profession and from loculity know what good
crops are.  And though th  crops ure much better
everywhere than was «xpreted from the carly pros-
prc’s they caunnot be gond & ywhere,

Lugland last yeur made the fiuest crop she ever
maude, aud has eaten it up cean. Thiz yrar her
hurvest will be late and farmers kuow that here the
chances are always againet wheat's yieldmyg well in
u lnte barveet, whilst there 1in® ility to disuster ju re.
curing the grain is greatly incresred. Meanwhi-e
ber consumpuion is increasing. ber armiies will peed
more than she can spare ; and after last winter’s ex-
perience in the Criwmea, where they are very likely
to winter »gain, they will supply it with gr.in in
waste,  But they cuoouly get what they want from
us.  Ier northern rources of rupply are cut «ff, her
othets are more or less insignificant. The whole «f
cuutine: tal Europe, now ou atu ! wilitaiy estubiizh-
ment and prepured for active mosements st shorg
notice, must conrume more whilst it make less, he-
cause the busu larger armmy und fewer produceis;
and France, from whatev~~ canee. ba< her ports
opened until the 31st of December, by decree of the
Eaperor—a thing never kno «n before.

With thisstate of things we caunut see wlatis to
pull dowu the market.

We kn-w ibat at 82 50 per bushel our wheat
did not besr export the past s ason. but was all
con- umed at home. But the case mey be very dif-
ferent, if Eogland, who genrrally goes into one  har-
vest with a surp us from the otler, shall commence
the present with an empty belly. and find ber neigh-
bours no better off in that particular tbau herseif.

Still, wheat hss receded some fifty to seventy
ceuls since the new crop began to comein. Why ?
Becuuee there is more than enoupgh vow on hand
for the prerent rupply, which still feels the infla-
ence of an unusually high pr e+, whereas #ix weeks
apo there was a preat scarcity, and because the time
when wheat will be wunted in a.y quantity for
shipment at bigh prices, has not yet arrived apd
may not come for three montks, or even a longer
pesiod ; there is no rea-on. thesefore, for its ke pivg
up just this time But to force it on the muc et
now, in a paunie, would only us.ake it shll Jower. A
few weeks rince, money, in New Yurs. was not w 1th
six per cent.. at cail but nobudy witnesred the spec-
tucle of capitalists forcing toavs on the comwunity
in cousequence. On the contrary they were 1ather
inclined to hold up. As littie do we think should
the farmer feel iucited to send his wheat torward
uow merely becaure it has been takivg a tumnble of
five or ten or even twenty cents in the bushel—
Southern Vircinia Planter.

TFacrs For e Curiots —If a tallow candle be
placed ina gun and shot at a door, it will go
through without sustaining uny injury; and it a
musket ball be fired into water it will not ounly re-
bouud, but be flattened as if fired agaiost o solid
substance. A musket ball may be fired througha
pone of glass, making a hole the size of the ball. with-
out cracking the glass; if the plass be suspeuded by
a thread, it will make no difference, and the tbread
will not even vibrate. Cork, if sunk 200 feet in the
ocean, will not rise on account of the pressure of the
water. In the Arctic regions, wheu the thermowe-
ter is below zero personscan couverse more than
a mile distant. Dr. Jamieson asserts that be heard
cvery word of a sermon at the distauce of two miles
The writer heard across water a mile wide, on a still
day, with pertect distinctocese, every woid of a
mother talking to her child.



