theie tor wise purposes.  Charcoal placed in the
way ot urite absorbed ity so did plaster, Who-
ever does thig, amd keeps lus erops on the fann,
hus inote manure in one joad of dung than oue
who vegleets it has wsis. Cattle oushit to be
well kept in winter, aid men ought to keep stuek
enough for the farm, and furm evsough to keep the
stock. Wheu a man depends on straw and bowse
to keep hus cows, the butter is baa 1 «ummwer,
and = animals hardly live, when well kept w.ey
keep hin well.  He wiw bezis faliowwny new
fields at the second or third ceropvould lind it
ditlicult to work amnong the stumps. He had secu
a neizhbor cut bad craps after gosd fmlowings
but peas .nd oats were betier,—and he who
ploughs in fall, and manties, and cultivates in
his peasin the spring, nas a clop instead of his
neighbors fallow; and atter cloes plouzhing in
the Tall, bas his land in good heait, Peis make
good clean laud, and it fall wheat be net conve-
nieut alter this, sprng clops come in welll A
Yorhsteman had told un e had broken up an
old pasture (caten qmie batey in Juue, wiilst |
waiting for hay, harrewed it well, after that, o,
the 20th of September, ploughed for wheat, aud
got an excellent crop, thouzh the field looked |
very rough indeed. lle wonld question if a «ry |
furcow 1 old pasture, well hanowed, would not |
rot betore Sepiember and give a good wheat crop
without much iabor. |

Atter a few words from the Chairman, a meet-
ing was called for Thursday, the 9ih of Febiuary,
at Lappin’s Hotel,—subicet < Fences.”
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comiug well nadersteod.  The removal of all
supertiuous moisture fiom the surface and subsoil
induces a mote healthy growth of the plan.—
Where water lodges in the soil, the crops 1eceive
little benetit fromn the genial warmth of the sun,
winch is expended in the natnral process of eva-
poration, while tov great an excess ot vegetabls
natier is geuerated tor the growth of our valuable
gras.  [ne faimer uses the very appropriate
terms cold and sour when speaking of sueh lands,
upon whieh there is « vast amount of labor and
seed thrown away every year without any return.
Whiere is the remedy 27 By drainiug the soil. it
is rendered putous for the free admission ol at-
wosphelic air, one immediate result of which,
wili be the rapid decomposition of those vegeta-
ble acuds which may have been accumulating
for ages, thereby producing according 1o the tes-
tmony of our best authorties, an abundant sup-
ply of carbonic acid, the prineipal organic ele-
ment from whach plauts deiive their nowmishment.
From the incieased poiosity consequent upon
draining and thorough cultivatian, the natarel
warmth peuetrates to a gteater depth awd the
soil must then benefit to the fullest extent from
the fertlizing poperties of the atmosphere and
rains.  Mr. Hindllustrates with great clearness
their wonderful agency. How their silent but
never ceasing woik s 1o build wp the organie
structwre both of the soil and plants, while they
also serve W decompose and briag into action the
wmeral or noiganic elements, It will be ob-
served that what we call fertility is a propetly

Thanks were then voted to Mr. Turmer for his | balanced supply of those in the soil, and 1t is m-
conduct in the chair, and to Mri. Dale tor his | portant that the farmer should study the laws

paper, and the meeting separated.
St
EAST 0XFORD FARLIER'S ASSOCIATION
ON DRAINING.

At 2 Meeting of this Association recently
held at the Town 1fall, there was a very inter-
esting and important discussion upon the sub-
ject of draining, of which the following is a
brief report. It was opuacd with a practical
address from Mr. Alexander, {rom which we are
only enabled to give a very short extract :—

¢ He observed that the subject which had been
appointed for discussion upon this occasion, must
soon become one of the most importait questions
with the Farmers ol this Province.  Boti science
and practical experience agree in pronouncing a
proper system of draining to be the greatest Agri-
cultwal improvement in modern thmes. It may
no doubt be alleged that to carry out eny system
of draining in a thorough and permanent maaner
requires considerable outlay, and that in a new
count;y where the price of labor is high, the in-1
troduction of all such improvements must be
gradual. However our prospects are beecoming
vetter every day, and if the present remunera-
tive prices conunue, it will pay tue farmer to
adopt many of those artifices by which the na-
tural productiveness of the land will be increas-
ed. The beneficial effects of draining are be-

wiich regulate the structure of vegetable Jife that
he mar expend his 1abour to the best advantage,
A very hwportaut guestion arises. ' What lands
are most benetited by draining 2 The attention
of the furmer will naturally be first directed o all
those parts which suffer from too much moisture,
and seidom bring any crop to maturity. Profes-
gor Joitnson remarks of clay soiis, that when wet
they ave tno close and adhesive, and exclude the
i air from the roots of the growing plant, but when
+ the water is removed, they crack in every divec-
tion, become open, friable and mellow, and are
more casily and cheaply worked. But all soils
resting upon a hard or clay bottom must be bene-
fitted by draining. Many farmers are of opinion
that it will benefit even soils of a lighter texture.
So far we may coincide with this view that the
deeper and more thorough the cultivation, ths’
farther the roots ol the plunts will descend, and
suffer less from the casuval droughts; still ina
country where labour is sv expensive, the Jsain-
ing will doubtless be confined to those lands
which more pressingly require it.  But it wilibe:
necessary that we should at once come to the
question of the evening :—Namely, as to the mod
econorical and advantageous system of drainage
for this Province. .
Mr. Henry Peers (Vice President) remarked
that as the construction of either temporary o
Jenmanent drains involves considerable outlay,it”
wonld be well first to enquire whether the far
mer would be sure of a profitable return. Upon
this point he was prepared to offer one or twe




