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of the aboriginal American, in relation to the area of the great
Lakes. Twenty-nine skulls, such as the first table supplies,
or thirty-six as the result of both, may, perhaps, appear to be
too small a number on which to base conclusions adverse to
those promulgated by an observer so distinguished and so per-
severing as Dr Morton, and accepted by writers no less worthy
of esteem and deference. Still more may these data seem in-
adequate, when it is remembered that Dr Morton’s original
observations and measurements embraced upwards of three
hundred American skulls. But—in addition to the fact that
the measurements now supplied are only the more carefully
noted data which have tended to confirm conclusions suggested.
by previous examinations, in a less detailed manner, of a
larger number of examples—an investigation of the materials
which supplied the elements of earlier inductions will show
that only in the case of the ancient « Toltecan” tribes did Dr
Morton examine nearly so many examples; while, in relation
to what he designated the « Barbarous Race,” to which the

-northern tribes belong, even in Dr Meigs’ greatly enlarged

catalogue of the Morton collection, as augmented since Dr
Morton’s death, the Seminole crania present the greatest num-
ber belonging to one tribe, and these only amount to sixteen.

In contrast to the form of head of the true American race,
Dr Morton appends to his Crania Americana drawings and
measurements of four Esquimaux skulls, familiar to me, if I
mistake not, in the collection of the Edinburgh Phrenological
Society. In commenting on the views and measurements of
these, he remarks :— The great and uniform differences be-
tween these heads and those of the American Indians will be
obvious to every one accustomed to make comparisons of this
kind, and serve as corroborative evidence of the opinion that
the Esquimaux are thé only people possessing Asiatic cha-
racteristics on the American continent.” In.some respects
this is undoubtedly true ; the prognathous form of the superior
maxilla, and the very small development of the nasal bones,
especially contrast with well-known characteristics of the
American aborigines. But having bad some little familiarity
in making comparisons of this kind, it appears to me, notwith-
standing these distinctive points, that an impartial observer




