/ NOVA SCOTIA.

zine for May, 1884, tells-that at the time of his visit the o';erator was
away enjoying an extended vacation on the mainland while the cablg
rested unused. (Mr. Benjamin’sibook, ¢ The Cruise of the Alice May,””_

gw Which describes a voyage around the coast of the Maritime Provinces '
and the outlying islands, is published by D. Appleton & Co.) On the
Magdalens is situated a large nunnery, whose occupants doubtless find
there the ideal of cloistral seclusion.

NOVA SCOTIA.

The province of Nova Scotia cousists of the storied peninsula of
Cld Acadie and the Island of Cape Breton. It is the most easterly
province of the Dominion, and is connected with New Brunswick by
the Isthmus of Clignecto, already described. Its length is 300 miles,
its extreme breadth 100, and its coast-line is -leeply indented by bays
and roomy barbors. Its rivers, of which the more important are the
Liverpool, La Have, Shubenacadie, Avon, and Annapolis, are not of
great length, but are important on account of their large estuaries.
The surface of the province is diversified by long, parailel ranges of
hills and valleys running E. and W. No other part of Canada -can
surpass this province in the variety and abundance of its natural re-
softrces. In regard to sail and climate its agricultural districts are not
excelled by the most favored portions of Ontario. It has immense
lumbering, fishing, and ship-building intereésts. Its coal, gold, iron,
and plaster mines are famous the world over. Other mineral products
of Nova Scotia are silver, tin, zinc, copper, manganese, plumbago,
granite, marble, limestone, grindstones; and the province also pro-
duces good specimens of garnet, amethyst, topaz,. opal, cairngorm,
agate, heliotrope, jasper, and chalcedony. The forests are still fairly.
stocked with large and small game; and the province contains many
excellent trout and salmon waters, though in this respect it bardly
competes with New Brunswick. The population of Nova Scotia in 1881
was 440,572, and the census of 1891 will show a heavy increase.

In historic/ assocxanons Nova- Scotia is not less richly furnished
than Quebec. It was visited by the Norsemen in the eleventh century,

" and redlscovered by Sebastian Cqbot in 1498. AttemptS were made
to colonize the country by France in 1518; and by Portugal between
1620 and 1530, when a royal commission was given to Joan Alvarez




