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them, but we should bear in mind, that the transition

fron a barbarous to a civilized state is necessarily slow.

We are not aware that amorig the aboriginal inhabit-

ants of any country, it has ever been otherwise. In

treating with such, the strong prejudices and super-

stitions incident to ignorance, and - the - example and

teaching of their forefathers have to. be overcome, the

hereditary disinclination to obtain their living by pa-

tient toit is also to be surmounted, as well as their re-

luctance to learn the English language. Never having

enjoyed the advantages which education confers, it

could not be expected they, would immediately appre-

ciate the benefit it would be their .children; conse-

quently, efforts for the instruction of the young aré

thwarted by the indifference of .the parents and their

unwillingness to send them, or to keep them at school.

Never having beei restrained from the indulgence of

their natural propensities themselves, they do not feel

the necessity of restraining their children, and they

consequently grow up, with little if any right parental

control, and when obliged to provide for themselves.

their exertions are not steady, but influenced by the

necessitiès of the day, with very little conce.n for the

future.

Yet, notwithstanding these obstructions and coun-

teracting causes, we see that within a period of two

generations, through the adoption of the principles of

Christianity by many-the influence of the schools so

liberally established 4y the State of Nçw York, the

efforts of benevolent individuals and other causes,

there ha. been a marked improvement in their social
habits, and much prgres i. apparent both in the

variety and amount Of the omforts conveniences

of civilised life which many of theïr enjòy


