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tions out of (jount. After tjiis., lie married niy mother, -%Vlxo

Ivas b-Ciffls Of the sinall farin of Baltilly, in the pitrish of
Ceres; and soon after, giving up his law business, tkwoted
his whole time to thQ iniproveinent of bis land, and 1 ni-ay

freely say, to that of the country. 1-le -%vas the inost activo
of those who strtio-cried liard acvainst ignorance, for the in-
troduction of turiipilçe roads into Fifeshire, about the year

ý78.8- Ue lent the chief liand to making the Kennoway
tuiriýpike ; the Kilmaron tarnpike; -the Glentarkie turn-

plike ; and the Ceres and St. Andrew's turnpike ; all in the
count-y of Fife. He improved the soil of every farm he oc-

cupied to the ut-n-,iost, and adorned every one with planta-
tions of wood. I bave traye.rsed the island in every direc-
tion, yet never found one, wlio for such a period of years

(upwgrds of 40), had pursued so liberal, and, to alt appear-
ance, -so. judicious a course of management. Re was an
ad.ept ï.n bu5iiiess; regular in every way, and indefatigable.

b lffl his land was worth upwards of £120,060, and his,

-nQzýtiýng, cppýtaI could not be less than £20,000. From what
4,e tolý nýe, and froni al] appearances, 1 had re-Mmon to think

Iiim xvorth, at that time, nearly £80,000 ; yet., strange to
:ýýy,. before the end of 18M, h.'s afTàiïý %vexe discovered to

be embarrassed : lie Nvas brougbt to bankrapicy; and at
ýhis time only about 12s. in the pound bave been paid io bis
creditors ; a consunimation to nie altogether mysterious,

Vnfortanately, he would never çommu ' nicate -with any one
as to the real state of bis affairs, and both 1 and my brother,
sixteen years younger, grew -up to manhood in Pprfect
hr orance-of them. The confusion and -%vqste, 1 believe,

must have,, happençý within the last six years of bis ma-
ia ggement, when he was upwards of seventy years of a'n-e

becomç infirm, qnd liable to be imposed upon.. Scrip-
ture tells us that threescore and ten years sum. up

the life of man, not of extraordinary strength; and, then,
at farthest., every one should wind up bis worldly affairs,

My father unfoxtiinately did ngt attend to this : all hacl


