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hunger obliged them; and if they were civilized,.
they would ralfe tame cattle for their fubﬁftence,
and hunt only for profit. It is notorious,- that as
good . deer-fkins have been brought from Hud-
fon’s- -Bay, .as from other parts of America; and
the Company in their inftruétions. to Norton,
have exprefly ordered him to fend over deer as
well as moofe and elk-fkins, which they would not
have done but from a knowledge of their value.

It appears from the Company’s own account
of their fales in N°. X, that deer-fkins, accord-
ing as they were taken in feafon or not, have fold
from two fhillings to four fhillings and nine-

nce per {kin; and, ata medium of ten years,
at two thillings and eleven-pence halfpenny : but
at a medium of ten years, the number brought
over annually was but three hundred forty-fixs
when, if trade had been extended up the rivers’
and lakes, they might probably have imported
two or three hundred thoufand annually, which
if killed in feafon, and properly drefied by
the Indians, would have fold for ten- fhillings
per {kin,
~ MRr. SparLING next produced two ermines
from the Bay extremely bad, and one from Si-
beria extremely good; fo good that a Ruflia
merchant who examined it, faid, that he had
a prefent of choice ermines- lately fent him from
Ruffia, and in the whole parcel, which might be’

prefumed were not bad, there was not afkin better
than that. The two American ermines were pre-

tended to be the beft and worft of a parcel;
but then it was a parcel that contained none but bad
{kins killed out of feafon, for they were ill colour-
éd, {mall, and almoft without fur, The ermmes,
kae the hares and partridges in cold countries,
turn white in winter, exceptthe tips of their ears
a.nd tails; and 1f taken out of feafon bef;l)re
taey



