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‘Revenue Shows a Gain
and Per Capita Debt a
Decrease.

ROD BOUNTIES
TO BE CUT OFF

Government Makes No Loans
8 Except for Large Purposes,
: Always Attaching Sink-
ing Fund.

Ottawa, April 4.—Hon. Mr. Field-
ng's fifteenth annual budget state-
ment, as presented to the Commons
this afternoon, was remarkable for two
things, It was the shortest budget
speech that has yet been presented to
the House, taking only some 40 min-
utes in delivery, At the same time, in
its statement of a record of a sur-
plus of thirty ana a half millions, of a
revenue of one hundred and seventeen
¥ and a half millions, and of the pay-
ment of all but three million nine hun-
dred thousand dollars of the total ex-
penditure on both capital and current
! uccount out of the past year's income,
despite twenty-seven millions spent
on the National Transcontinental
Railway construction, and eleven and
* a half millions spent on public works
- and other {tems of capital expenditure,
it was the most elogquent and convinc-
| ing testimony of the successful finan-
ecial administration of the country
that the Minister of Surpluses has yet
given to the House.

No Tariff Change.

Mr. Fielding confined his remarks
practically to a succinct statement of
fncome and expenditure for the fiscal
year just closed, with a brief review
1 the figures for the preceding year.
He made no reference to tariff mat-
ters, and his only allusion to the other
ipertinent subject of bounties was a
Ebrief statement to the effect that
hereafter all bounties would be charg-
= td to income rather than to capital
Wecount, as in the past,

‘The figures he presented were in
themselves the moest  eloguent  tribe-
ute possible to the growth and

pros-

\ perity of the country, and needed no
amplitication by the Finance Minis-
1er.

Mr. Foster's Criticism.
In the face of the story they told,

Hon., George E.
bis criticisms, as he himself expressed
it, to ‘“'sticking a pin in here, and
there.” He harped on the old theme of
increasing revenue, meaning in-
creased taxation, while at the same
time he ignored the fact that his party

Fostér had to contine

is now and always has been the ex-
ponent of high protective tariffs, and
& is now opposing the Government's

proposals to lop off over two and a
half millions per annum in customs
taxation through the medjum of the
reciprocity preposals with the United
. States.

- The fact that

Parliament has not
~ vet disposed of the reciprocal trade
| arrangements was responsible for the
absence of any reference to the Brit-
ish ‘preference, and possible changes
contemplated, from the minister's ad-
- dress. The discussion of this subject,
as indicated by the Prime Minister in
the House some time ago, will be part
. of the final settlement of the recipro-
£ city agreement.

—

A Mighty Surplus.

At the outset the finance minister
gave a review of the revenue and ex-
& penditure for 1909-10, the public ac-

counts for which had been before par-

llament. The estimated revenue for
¢ the year ended March 31, 1910, had
~ been $97,000,000, the actual revenue
. $101,503,710.73. This revenue was
" 816,000,000 in excess of the previous!
‘W vear, and $6,600,000 over the record

year of 1907-8, A check in the

. revenue in 1908-9 brought the income
. down $11,000,000 below the record year
~ and the brake had been applied some-
&  what severely, but that check happily
3 * proved only temporary and in a short
time the revenue continued to grow
again. /

The estimated expenditure charge-
able to Income for 1809-10 was $81,-
000,000. The actual expenditure for
the year was $79,411,747 or $1,588,252
less than the estimates, and $4,662,-
485 less than the expenditure charge-
able to income during the previous
| year. The estimated surplus for 1909-
2 10 had been $16,500,000, but with the
Increase in the revenue and diminution
of expenditure, the actual surplus
tealized was $22,091,968, “which was a
record surplus for this Dominlon,"” said
Mr. Fielding amid Liberal applause.

Analyzing the expenditures for 1909-
10, the minister of finance said that
$35,971,911 had been spent upon capi-
tal or special account, nearly two-
thirds of which was provided out of
revenue for the year.

The balance added to the national
debt was $12,268,267.

Out of that income were also paid
the ordinary expenses of what is call-
ed consolidated fund, all the charges
for rallways and canals on capital ac-
count, all the charges for public works
on capital account rallway subsidies
charges on Dominion lands, charges

o

for militia on capital account, all
bounties and $7,600,000 towards the

Tr

cost of the Natlonal

OOMINION OF CANADA WELL OFF THIS YEAR
~ OVER THIRTY MILLIONS SURPLUS O HAND

)

$

$

‘) Some of the more striking
S cia] stewardship which Mr. Fie
b were as follows:

For the financial year 1909-

for militia and for bounties.
The actual revenue for ths
vas $16,000,000 in excess of

half millions., And in this incr
pénditures for Dominjon land
two and a half millions, whic

) lions spent for the naval servi
) bpaid out of revenue.
)

A MIGHTY REVENUE

exhibits of his successful finan-

$22,000,000, which paid all the charges on capital account |
) rallways and canals, for public works, for railway subsidies,

that of
500,000 in excess of the record year of 1907-08.

) For the year just closed the total revenue, when all
counts were in, would be one hundred and seventeen and a half
millions, an increase of sixteen
record. The expenditure on consolidated fund account would be
4 about eighty-seven millions, an increase of about seven and a

: charged to capital account, and also one and a quarter mil

lding presented to the House
10 the surplns was a little over
for

which

1t year was $101,503,710,
and

the previous year,
ac-
milllfons over last year's high
ease there was included the ex-

surveys and for militia, totalling
h would have formerly been

ce, all of which were this year

TO HEAR

A COMMITTEE OF CITIZENS

MRS. THORNLEY

The Information on Which She

Morals Will Be Investigated by Responsible Body.

Based Statements as to School

Mrs, May R. Thornley stated to The
Advertiser this afternoon that ar-
rangements are being made by which
she will shortly place all the infor-
matian she has secured and upon
which she based the statements she
made before a committee of responsible
persons, who will investigate it thor-
oughly. Who the members of the
committee will be Mrs, Thornley de-
clined to say. Asked if she had been

given any chance at all to produce any

of her evidence before the board of
education when they made their in-
vestigation, Mrs, Thornley d no.

“I was not given any chance what-
ever to make any statement to the
Lboard,” she gaid. 'l am not critivising
the course they took at all, or their

but all the infor-
be given to
citizens.”

method of inquiry,
mation I have wiil shortly
of responsible

a committee

HEAD OF THUNDERER
TAKEN BY DEATH

Charles Frederic Moberly Bell
Dies Suddenly in His
_Oﬂice.

[Canadian Press.]
April 5.—Charles
Moherly Bell, managing
the London since 1008,
suddenly at tod of
disease. He was born in Aprll, 1847,
the of the late of
Egypt, and in 1875 married the daugh-
ter of the late Rev. James Chalaway.
He was the correspondent of the Times
in Kgypt from 1865 to 1890, when he
became assistant manager. He has
written much of Kgyptian affairs,

LEAVES A MILLION
TO FOUND A CLUB

For Military and Naval Men Who Are
on Small Salary.
[Canadian Press.]

l.ondon, April 5.—The late Honor-
able Henry L. Bourke, a wealthy stock
broker, and brother of Lord Mayo, who
was assassinated while governor-gen-
eral of Indla, left $1,000,000 on the
death of his wife to found a resldential
club for naval and military officers on
the active or retired lists, Whose In-
come is between $250 and $750 a year.

It is stipulated that the members
will be elected by trustees and pay
some rental, however small.

BELL MADE OFFER
TO THE FARMERS

Willing to Connect With Aldborough,
for $2 50 Per Phone. ‘
Lopecial to The Advertiser.]

St. Thomas, April 4.-—The Bell Tele-
phone Company has offered to con-
nect the Aldborough Farmers® Com- |
pany with the Bell central, giving the
farmers free exchanges with West
Lorne, Rodney, and New Glasgow, for
the payment of $2 50 per 'phone, and
$1 for circuit. This would give con-|
tinuous night and day service, and the
Farmers’ Company may accept the
terms offered.

Frederic
of

T.ondon,
director
Tiines

his office heart

son Thomas Bell,

P
ACCEPTS THEOLOGY CHAIR.

IMANY LEAVING HERE
FOR POINTS IN WEST

Great Is the Trek From City and
Country, While Thousands
Come From E_urope.

I8¢ citizens
not

any

that few
the

nuamber

tate
with
the

nwaymen
touch situation have

of persons

in
idea of
week there is 4 great nume-
P. R. man to The
| Advertiser alternoon, It is the
greatest have had.
Many of ithose who go ure farmers, of
jcourse, but a4 great many city people
f.’u'p going, All the slecping
64‘ummnd4ni..n on the trains is taken
up for days ahead.”

Mr. L. W. Weaver, a local auction-
eer, states that while there are many
leaving London, there are just as
mdany coming in from outside places.

“] attended fifteen sales in the last

| “Every
(Ber going

Uosaid a C.

this

sS€ason we ever

too, ac-

‘few days,” he said. “And everything
{that was offered found a ready sale.
| The surprising part to me was the

| ;
number of people who are just com-

‘;hlg in who bought things. There are
[rnlly as many coming in as there are
1going out.”

At the present time the railwaysuare
handling an immense amount
through traffic, One agent stated that
between the coronation and the rush
of immigrants it is iinpossible to se- |

of

liners for months ahead.

“The steamship companies,” he said,
“are booked away ahead both going
and coming, and many people who put
off ordering their staterooms now
find it Impossible to get them until
late in the year.”

This morning the Grand Trunk ran
two special trainleads of Immigrunts.!
en route for the west, through the city: |
One was in charge of Father Ouecllette,
of Montreal, and the entire party was
going to Alberta,

VOTE IN N. B. HOUSE
ON PREFERENCE

Propcsal to Increase It by Fifty Per
Cent. Defeated.

Montreal, April 6.—Rev. C. E. Bland,
of Montreal Wesleyan College, has ac-
cepted the chair in theology offered him
at the Alberta Methodist College at Kd- |
monton, but it is not probable that he |
will leave for the west until the autumn, |

|
|

Today
Canadian Press.] winds
Fredericton, N. B.,, April 5.--At tuo u
o'clock this morning the amendment of | Partiy
Hon. C. W. Robinson, leader of the|love!
Opposition In the Legiciature, indors-
ing reciprocity, and favoring arn in-

crease of the British preference to ¢

1

Turning to the statement for the
vear 1910-11, which has just closed,
the minister of finance said that he
would be able to estimate even more
closely than In previous years, al-
though it would be necessa to allow
time to pass for the collection of ac-
counts.

“We estimate,” he said, “that when
the accounts are -closed the revenue
for th. yvear 1910-11 will reach $117,-
500,000, and the expenditure charge-
able to consolidated fund to March 31,
as $76,600,195.74.” He estimated that
the total expenditure chargeable to
that fund when the books were closed
would be about §87,000,000. This
would give a surplus of revenue over
ordinary expenditure of $30,600,000,
Referring to that increase, Mr. Field-
ing pointed out that during the year
the Government made a change and
that such items as militla, chargeable
to capital account and Dominlon lands,
and the amounts for the naval ser-
vice, which had hitherto been charge-
able against capital account, would
be transferred to income.

Taxation Lower,
Of these items the amounts were:
(Coirtinuedt on Page Twelve.)

per cent, was defeated on a straight| Weather,
party vote, 29 to 15, there be!ng only | Fair
three absentees, ) Snow
ol Snow
i Parry Sound ] 20 Rain
HOUSES TO BE WIRED [roon | Cloudy
" | Ottawa . G Cloudy
ON INSTALLMENT BASIS xono 3 Ram
S Quet =8 ) Snow
) Father Poine S 16 Cloudy
Business Is Turned Over to Bank as| Minus (- me below zero,
City Cannot Handle It. WATHER NOTES,
The water commissioners cannot TI::- disturbance w was trav.lling
undertake to wire customers houses, |Dorthward from the Southwest Sta
install fixtures, and then charge them |terday morning now vers  Mic
It has given heas recipltation in On.

a monthly rate fo. the same. t

It will be rememhered this plan was |
suggested by Mr. Glaubitz at the last
meeting of the water commissioners,
Tuesday night City Solicitor Meredith |

gava his opinion that the city had no RDAY'S WEATHER.
power to go into that kind of business, | TPThe depression wiich was over the
and recommended that no action he|Bouthwest States last night is moving
taken. &+ with increasing energy towards the Great

However, the water commissioners |l
have overcome that difficulty, and they

will continue to wire any customer's

house on the monthly instaliment nearly everywhere quite cold,

basis. Minimum and maximum temperatures:
The Bank of Toronto will finance the | London, 2 Dawson, 14 . Prince

proposition. A form of lien note wiil | Rupert, i Victoria, 36—40; Calgary, 12

be used in order that all parties wili m(:}‘w:: Jl;l“hel?l\‘_a 4-Ql’r'|m~e

be protected. A oot i+ Qu'Ap-
Superintendent Glaubitz already has [Pri® 7 P‘;r‘l'_’\f”x"::}m‘”;o‘_‘;s'?rt Ar-

several applicatians, and the work will {os—3i: Ottawa, W T O i Toronto,

be undertaken at once.

cure any accommodation on the ocean | no

ng know and in Quebee and the
Maritime Provinces,

The ddedly cold weather continues
n the west

vesterday
quite heavily
where the weather was generally fine and

{Jdohn, 20-38; Hal'fax.

PRINCIPALS SAY
SCHOOLS MORAL

Education Board Also Declares
Suspicions Are Unfounded.

Mrs. Thornley Has Defenders—Will Be
No Investigation.

As a result of the recent Jetter of
Mrs. May R. Thornley, charging im-
morality amongst puplls of the public
schools, the following commuuication
was presented to the board of edu-
cation last night:

London, April 2, 1911,

We, the principals of the public
schools of the city of L.ondon, in
view of the charges so ruthlessly
lald against the morality of the
children under our charge, and so
widely ecattered throughout the
province through the columns of
the public press, emphatically
deny the charges so made, and de-
clare that the morels of the pupils
are with an occasional excep-,
tional case of bad language, or
similar charges, far in advance of
what the schools were some years
ago, and that neither obscenity nor
immorality are indulged in by 99
per cent. of the children In our
schools,

We also deprecate the publicity
that has been given to the rumors
current in a few minds, and be-
lieve that the tendency of this
publicity is to do far greater harm
to our pupils’ morals, than the odd
case or two that may have occur=
red among thousands of children
coming from so varied a home
environment.

C. Brown, Aberdeen,

J. T. Parkinson, Grand

W. B. Wyatt, Wortley road.

H. B. Beal, Colborne,

TW. J. Snelgrove, l.orne avenue.

J. Kirkwood, Empress avenue.

W. Wallis, Simcoe s

1. Wyatt, St. Georg;

M. W. Althouse, Rectory street.

J. F. Bryant, Prince venue.

Alex. MacQueen, Vi ria.

or

avenuc.

eet.

E. E. Gibbs, Chesley avenue.
W. I1. Liddicoatt, Talhot strect.
Board Repudiates.
Mrs. Thorr ., & letter, and the
charges made L .°ein, furnished ma-
11 for a good deal of lvely dis
ion at the meet'ng ol the board of
education yesterday afternoon. A mo-
tion made by Trustee Gunn, and sce-
Continued on Pape Twelve,

—— e

ST. RAILWAY RECEIVE
HYDRO CONTRACT

Experts and Company Officials Have It
Under Consideration.

The London Street Ruaflway Company
have received vntract  from  the
hydro-electric power comsnission

They have made 1
whatever as to their

“We are looking t: ver said  a
director of the comy “It is a very
large document, and it must be carefully
perused.  We can make no announcement
whatever as vet regarding our intentjons.
We will carefully  look into it before

making any statement

perts in the employ of the company

HUGH GUTHRIE,

made a

M. P. for Wellington, who
powerful defence of reciprocity be-
fore West Middlesex Liberals yes-
terday. .

A FINE OF $400 IN
FARMERS' BANK CASE

Fred Crompton Pleads Guilty
to lllegal Hypothecation
of Nies.

[Canadian Press.]
Toronto, April 5.— Fred Crompton, a

was committed for trial some time ago
on the charge of being a party to the

Owens, made a strong plea for leniency
and the judge imposed the minimum
penalty, a fine of $400 with the option
of 30 days in jail. He paid the fine.

TWENTY-TWO AND HALF
LIKELY TO BE RATE

And the Ch;a;nr;a;l of Finance
Committee Thinks It May
Be Lower.

strike the rate.

There will be no difficulty in prepar-
ing the estimates for the waterworks
end, last year the city received about
$67,000 from the commissioners, and it
thought that the revenue  will
to practically the same,
is over the electrical

is
amount

The difficulty
department,
to prepare figures, but from casual
glunce at the probable expenditure and

a

“We will get to work on Friday,”
said Ald. Eckert, the chairman. <We
want to get the work completed, and

are also considering it, and at a con-

ference to be h+ld shortly their opinions
will be given,

A gentieman lose touch with the |

‘ issien informed The |

v that while they were hopeful |

he company would accept, he would !

e all surpriced if ey decided |

not to take power from the commission.

—_—————
DIES OF HEART FAILURE
Farmer's Wife Near Vierna Not Ac-

cidentally Poisoned.
[Canadian Press.]
Thomas, April 5.-—Mrs. J. Hill,
a girmer's wife near Vienna, reported

St

to have died of accldental poisoning,
was a vicetim of heart failure. The
small dose of medicine given her did

no injury.
THE WEATHLR,

Tomorrow—Showery.
FORECASTS

Toron

attended ales,

and s now caus-

ISTE

akes,

A

moderate snowfall occurred
in Saskatchewan and rain fell
in Western Ontario. FElse-

rehoe, 4--28; 9
6. a

2

=till furtber.”

i G s

well known corset manufacturer, who

No effort has heen made

MR. J. H. MARSHALL MADE
MIDDLESEX REGISTRAR

Ex-M. P. fo;—ﬁi.g—ng Appointed
to Succeed Late John
Waters.

Mr. Joseph H. Marshall, ex-M. P,
l.ondon, has been named as registrar
for East and North Middlesex to suc-
ceed the late Mr, John Waters.

For some time it has been rumored
that he would be selected. Yesterdu}:
he was called to Toronto, and offered
the position. He accepted, and today
wire was received c«mﬂrmlqg hlls
appointment. As soon as he is offi-
clally gazetted, Mr. Marshall will as-
sume the duties of the office.

This ends a rather interesting con-
test for the place. There were a large

number of applicants among the
prominent Comservatives of both the
north and west ridings for the posi-

tion.

While the appointment was made al-
together because of party services, it
will be popular. Mr. Marshall is well
known throughout the riding, and
wherever known 1s well liked.

ior some years Mr. Marshall rep-
resented the east riding in the House
of Commons, He retired about ten
years ago, and since that time he has
lived on his farm just outside the city
limits on Richmond street. For some

fllegal  hypothecation of Farmers’|yvears a very extensive dairy business

Bank notes, appeared before Judge has becm conducted by Mr. .)lnrshall.

Dent this morning and pleaded

waitty 1o ‘the. charge. ¢ pieaded 5| SELL THEIR RESERVE
rance of the law and deniec any

?\“:‘0;1; intent. His lawyer, E. W, J. FOR QUARTER M“.LlON

British Columbia Secures Removal of

Indiang from Victorla’'s Water-

front.
[Canadian Press.]
Victoria, B.C., April b6.—Th British
Columbia Government tod: assembled

the Songhees band of Indians on the re-
serve on the waterfront opposite the city
'o{ Victoria, and pald over to the heads
of the tribes sums ranging from $8,000
to $11,600 eacn, a totul of $425,000 for the
surrender of the reserve. The Govern-
ment also supplies a new reserve on
Esquimalt Harbor, whither the Indlans
will move at once. The city has been
y endeavoring to gsecure the removal of the

The finance committee wil] discuss ' Indians for nearly thirty years,
the estimates on Friday night next. "'—‘f“;"""‘“f—'
The board of education and the OLD BOYS EXE(_UTIVE
Xt P s srg will have theirs
vy by "that ihpe, &nd then  the WILL MEET TONIGHT
finance minister will get to wortk to ————

Committee To Handle Coming Re-

union Will Be Struck.

The executive of the Old Boys' As-
:P’H‘i:l!l(ul will meet tonight in the ecity
ihall to strike committees and transact
! other business,

Already there are about 20 members
of the association who have paid their
. fees, and it is expected that a large

cceipts the commissioners are Con-'p o0 e G others will  joi i
K join  tonight.

vinced that they can s0 handle (l{ I Atter tHe feetlng actlve preparations
department that there will he no ove s
draft of any consequence,  One _| will be commenced for entertaining the
”,"1' stated that -8'-000 either way l\'lsiturs when they come this summer.
would probably be the outcome. —— —

That being the case, it will not he STO.RM AT P.AR'S'
difficult for the finance committee to Parts, April 5.—-Parisiang were as-
=trike the rate. tonished today by a brisk snowstorm

'which gave a rather ghastly effect to
the green of the newly-leafed trees.
Cold and snow are gencral throughout
the where much damage is

we will hasten as much as hle. country,

The 1ute will be no more th 5 | being done to vegetables, fruits end
mills, which is one mill less than last flowers.

vear, and we are hoping to bring it ” il ol

down Chinese Famine Fund.

Contributions to the Chinese famine

Charged With Theft. fund, as nnounced by the treasurer,
James Henry Gilmore, of the third Mrs. (Rev.) F. A. Steven, of No. 098
concession  of .ondon Township, was Princess avenue, today, follow:
ai1rested yesterday afternoon charged Freviously acknowledged ..... $336 75
with steaiing a lumber wagon valued Ir mem [0 S ¢ R 100
at $45 from his father, William Gil- N, ¢, W allymote ....... 200
more., He was remanded by Squire R, A, ..., sesei B s s 1 00
Chittick and will probably appear on -
Monday. PTotal wusswswwss wessnsss $040 16
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA A APAAAAAAAAAAANS,
\ S vvv‘
)
$ ALL NIGHT CONCERT BY THE HYDR 3
) )
:; The firemen are not a happy lot today. )
‘i T.ast night the hydro-clectric wires In some way came in 1’
¢ contact with the fire alarm system, with the result that the §
[ bells rang all night, keeping the members of the brigade awake, ¢
) “We had no fires, but plenty of music,” said Assistant Chief
Scott, “The bells rang practically all night, keeping everybody :
¢ awake, and as a consequence this morning everybody is 9§
) peevish,” 4
))
)

Canada and
[Canadian &’r;:;] -

April  §,

transmitted

Washington,
Taft

message urging early action on the re-

President

today to Lungress a

ciproecity agreement with Canada. e
stated that he based this message
upon deference to popular sentiment
and duty to the great masses of the
American people. The message fol-
lows:

To the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives:

on Jan., 26 last, the text of the recip-
rocal trade agreement, which was
negotiated under my direction by the
Secretpry of State with the represent-
atives of the Dominlon of Canada.

I transmitted to the 61t Congress,'

PRESIDENT URGES EARLY ACTION
ON RECIPROCITY AGREEMENT

In Message to the Extraordinary Session of Sixty-Second Con-
gress Says Pact Is of Great Importance to Both

U}'\ited States.

| The agreement was the consummation

of earnest efforts, extending over a
period of nearly a year, on the part

of both governments, to effect a trade
arrangement, which, supplementing,
as it did, the amicable settlement of
varfous questions of a diplomatic and
political  character that had been
reached, would mutnally promote
commerce and would strengthen the
friendly relations now existing.
The Agreement.

The agreement in its intent and in
."s terms was purely economic and
(commercial. While the general sub-
!Jevt was under discussion by the com-
xmllv.-lom\n!, I felt assured that the sen-
timent of the people of the United

Continued on Page Ten.

LONDON MAY BE THE GENTAE
OF A BIG ELEGTRIG

I BATTLE

[nsistent Rumors Afloat
of $30,000,000 Merger
to Oppose theHydro.

EXPERTS HERE
TO INVESTIGATE

Edison Company Believed Bes
hind Move to Fight the

Government Project.

The announcement that the Come
monwealth Edison Company, of Chi=
cago, the $30,000,000 electrical merger
of the United States, was about to in-
vade Canada and enter competition
with the hydro-electric commission, is
given some credence in this city. 1t
is furthermore stated that lLondon wiil,
be one of the strategic points in the
contest for the supremacy.

It was stated that the Edison Com-
pany was behind the London Electric
and that the big company would mas«
terially assist them in the struggle for
control of the power market here. The
Americans would also back the schemeo
row ip process of formation for the
amalgamation of a number of radials
having London as their objective polnt.

The Reason.

The announcement following =0
closely upon the statement that the
hydro-electric commission would con-
tinue the transmissin line to Windsor
reveals the reason for the activity of
the merger, it is said.

A prominent electrical engineer, who
has been engaged both in Canada and
the United States, informed The Ad-
j vertiser that undoubtedly the Edison
Company intended entering the Canas
dian fleld.

May Be a Bluff.

“l just heard the announcement,” he
stated. "“Of course, it is not authentio
as yet, and it may be somewhat of a
bluff at this present moment, but if
the hydro-electric commission extend
their line to Windsor in order to seil
power in Detroit, the Edison Company
will “Carry the war into Africa.,” Ac=-
cording to the plans of the hydro-
electric, 1t will be necessary to sell a
coneiderable block of power In De-
troit.  If my memory serves me right,
they expect to dispose of 15,000-horse-
power in the City of the Straits. The
chief customer 18 the New York Cen-
tral Company, or the Michigan Cen=
tral here. Now the Iidison Company
controls the electrical situation in De-

troit, as they do largely throughout
the States. They furnish the power ta
the . U, R.,, and sell, much as doesa

the hydro-electric, to a large numbez
of smaller places, and manufactur-
ing concerns., It will be very evidentg
that they do not regard with feelings
of unmixed pleasure the advent of any
competitor to their field. It 1s quite
tikely that they will bestir themselves
to make as much opposition as pos-
sible to the Canadian proposition.

“However, 1 do not know the de=
tails of the matter as yet. There are
many sides to the whole proposition,
and much must be learned, but along
general lines that is the reason k
have for looking for a fight.

“If they unite with the Canadian in-
terests, a formidable combination
would be effected. I.ondon, 1 fancy,
would be one of the strategic points,
Toronto would be the other. If tha
Toronto General Electric disposes of
their holdings to the city of Toronto
that city will be eliminated from tha
possibility of competition, and it s
more than probable that London would
be the centre of an Interesting conflict,
The companies would be prepared to
expend a considerable sum of money
to gain their ends. It begins to look
as If the city made somewhat of a4
mistake when they refused to pure
chase the London Electric.”

Hydro Expects Battle.

It was stated on absolute authority

that the hydro-electric commission are

expecting a battle here. 'The hydro-
electric commission and their agents
have been preparing for it, and have

everything ready to meet any opposi-
tion, they claim, that may brought
against the scheme,

b

If London is to be the huffer, the
commission will back the city, it is
said, in that undertaking. s

So far as the London Electric g
concerned, the directors that S0
far as their knowledge is cone
cerned, nothing whatever us been

done towards making that company

the storm centre of a greut fight jor
the power market.

“l1 have heard nothing of it,” said
Mr, J. C. Judd, K. ., solicitor for tha
company, “So far as | know, it is ali
news,”

The other officials of the company
expressed themselves along the sama
lines.  However, it was hinted that

something might be going on of which
they had no cognizance in the city of
London, ’

The Edison Company
all sorts of electrical
{s claimed that they
perfect apparatus for generating
power by steam, Some of the experts
have been looking over their machin-
ery, and it i{s rumored, although this
could not be confirmed, that the Lon-
don Electric Company will prob-
ably install some of their machinery
in thelr plant. It will be necessary
to have more modern machinery it
they are going to continue in the
fleld against the hydro-electric,

American Experts Here.

1t is also known that several Amer-
fcan experts have been in the city of
London lately looking over so\:ernl
propositions, amonyg them the London

(Continued on Page Kleven.)

manufactures
machinery. It
have the most




