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ST. JOHN’S MAN INTERESTED IN
LLBGB AREAS IN AUS- -
TRIAN ALPS.

A gentleman of the city is in re-
ceipt of a letter from Mr. Geo. E.
Bearns, a wéll known citizen, who is
now in Vienna, the capital of Aus-
tria. In the communication Mr.
Bearns says:—He has just returned
from the Austrian Alps, where he has
a staff of mining engineers inspect-
ing a platinum and gold area of some
12,000 acres extent. The  property
has been purchaséd by Mr.- Bearns
and uaogiues of London and Paris,
the purchase price running into miil-
Fons of dollars. The report of the
engineers is that the quantity of ore
in sight is. sufficient to feed 100
stamp mills for over 1500 years, and
the average value from the various
assays i about £5 per ton. This
discovery in which .our townsman is
interested is regarded as one of the
greatest of the 20th century. Mr.
Bearns addg that the property is well
situated, with ample water power
nearby, and labor plentiful and cheap,
and that the climate was all that
could be desired, there being no snow
up to Dec. 20th the time of writ'mg.
| Mr. Bearns, who visited here last
summer, has since travelled extensive-
ly, going Fast as far as Burmah in
connection with oil interests,

Buildings on the Sun !

« Well into last century it was be-
lieved that the sun was inhabited,
not with puny beings like ourselves,
but with people weighing several
tons and of proportionate strength.
The/sun, being a body of most tre-
mendous size, must necessarily have
inhabitants worthy of its grandeur.
And, having men, women, and chil-
dren, it must have buildings in which
to house them and to carry on their
industries. '
Hence some observers, with an in-
genuity which did credit to their im-
aginative faculties, were certain that
they had discovered buildings on the
dark, solid body of the sun. The
buildings were not clafied to be in
regular formation, such as a vast
city in the sun might be supposed to
contain, but were merely “traces.”
That was how these observers al-
lowed their imagination to run riet.
As a fact, what they actunally saw
was not a dark body on the sun at
all, for it possesses none, but dark
openings (caused by uprushes of
gas) in the sumn’s flaming envelope.
These openings we know as sun-
spots, and the differences -in the
shadow of the spots were taken to
be buildings beside which St. Paul’s
Cathedral would be a mere toy.

Girls! Girlsl!
Cléar Your Skin
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"8 Margaret Graham, Una
Convent of Mercy, Military
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Hard on Jones.

Claire Adamsg, who plays the lead-

Big Mmer:l_ Ducotery. |

ing feminine role in Benjamin B.
Hampton’s production of “The Kill- |
er,” tells her studio friends a humor-
ous incident that occurred during;

at the Grace Hospital, Detroit.

“One of the patients, a gentleman
with a pegsimistic- turn of mind,
watched Jones, a fellow sufferer, re-
gain consciousness after a minor op-
eration.

“Thank God, it's over with!” gasp-
ed Jones.

“Immediately the pessimist inform-
ed him:

“Don’t be sure it’s over. That man
over there had to be operated on
twice because the doctor left a piece
of cotton in his stomach. Then once

into a man’s appendix, and they had
to take his appendix out.”

“Just then the doctor stuck his
head in the door and asked if anyone
had seen his hat.

“Jones faimted!”

Wt et ——

Robert Aiken,  the seulptor,. who
was awarded a gold medal for his
“Fountain of the Earth” at the San
Francisco exposition, is new busy on
an equestrian monument for the Uni-
versity of Virginia. He has depict-
ed the white man and Indian in his

seven-figure group.
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THE KING AND SOUTHEND.
LONDON, Jan. 24th, 1921.

It has always been a complaint
among Southend yachtsmen that they
do not have an annual race week com-
parable to Cowes. They are trying to
arrange one this year, either for June
or July. The King is anxious to go to
it and race the Britannia. Whether he
does so will depend on a date being
found to suit his London arrangements
and on other owners of big yachts be-
ing willing to race off the Nore be-
fore sending their vessels to Cowes.
No date later than Cowes would
gerve, because the crack yachts and
their owners all work wee_twud and
northward from tHe Solent for a ser-
ies of regattas, finishing on the Clyde,
Scotland.

THE APRIL CENSUS.

The estimated cost of taking the
cens.s on April 24th is half a million
pounds ($2,000,000), or about double
the cost of the 1911 census. The ar-
rangcments are now nearly complete.
The authorities have rejected a sug-
gestion of the Royal Statistical So-
ciety that the schedule, which is long
and complicated, ishould be filled up
by voluntary enumerators visiting the
houses. It is thought that the ques-
1ions of these helpers “would be re-
sented. Householders will have to fill
up tke 15 columns on the forms for
themeelves, and the work of enumer-

ation is to be done by a specially en-!
|1y to take up the work but to under-

gaged staff of 35,000, chiefly teachers
and relieving officers. The latter’s
knowledge of local conditions will be
usefu!, and the teachers will be giv-
ing lessons in school on filling up the
forms. The compilation of the returns,
which will take about two years, will
be done by a staff of about five hun-
dred men and girls in an old work-
house in South London, which is be-
ing fitted up with the ingenious eclec-
trical machinery which sorts out the
code cards and counts them.
PENDING REVOLUTION IN PUB-
LISHING TRADE.

I am informed on reliable authority
that there is a prospect of the great
book publishing firms in London, or
many of them, making arrangements
under which they will do their own
printing and binding of the books
which they publish. At present there
are a few publishers in the country
who have their own printing presses,
in which in some cases the whole and
in otker cases part of their books are
printed; but in most instances the
printing and. book-binding are done
for publishers by independent or-
ganisations. The idea is that the
change "will, in many cases at least,
be brought about by triple amalgama-
tion- -the publisher, the printer, and
the biuder in each case combining in-
to one great firm. The reason for the
change is not far to seek. The enorm-
ous ex¥penses in the publishing trade
arigsing out of war and post-war con-
ditions are by no means falling off.
Though there has been a slight de-
crease in the cost of paper, the cost
of printing has again recently risen,
and within the last few days the cost

of engraving for illustrétions has suf-

fered another increase. The total cost

of book production is thus as high,

as ever, and no one can tell when the sity of their sources. Among others,

: for instance, were one from Zindar

demands for higher printers’ wages
will end. The suggested amalgama-
tions woulu, it is thought, lead to
grea” saving in the cost of book pro-
duction. In that case the price of
book3 would not have to be increased
to such an extent as will be neces-
sary if the new arrangement is not
enterad into. At present books, especi-

2lly the cheaper ones, are not sold at |
to Chequers (the new official country

an economic price, and it is difficult to

get the public to pay more.

UNEMPLOYMENT AND EMIGRA-
TION. .

All the Dominions are now unus-
ually busy in London with enquiries
and applicants for facilities of emigra-
tion. Canada is closed until March
next to all emigrants except those
who can give satisfactory evidence
of having sitnations waiting for them
on the other side. Ex-service men are
selecting Canada for their destination
in increasing numbers, and availing
themselves of the financial help of-
fered by the Overseas Settlement
Comnmittee. The Govermment of On-
tario are arranging to receive two

large parties of ex-gervice men early
in March, who may arrive in Canada
on the threshold of spring. These
men will be sent out by the -Settle-
ment Committee and placed in Can=
ada by the Government of the Ontario
Province. Australia and New Zealand
are hindered in the matter of des-
patching approved ex-service men
by the limited shipping accommoda-
tion available. I learn that Scotland
is now supplying a large percentage
of the ‘applicants for emigration pri-
vileges. Many ex-service men, after
wearily waiting for the results of ex-
periments on small holdings, have
abandoned the hope of finding a niche
on the land at home.
PBOPER PAY ‘FOR NURSES.

Trained rurses have as a class been
for a long time notoriously underpaid,
but ,I hear that the. tendency among
hoapitals pcwadays is to pay  their
probationers at a high rate, some-
times giving these untrained women
nearly as much as the qualified nur-
ses. This queer state of things is due
to the great difficulty ih
probationers, which has forced the dif
ferent institutions, espectally the hos-
pitals under the Poor Law, to com-
pete against each other for the limited
number of women available. The re-
sult has not been fortunate. If the
trained nurses were adequately paid
there are probably many educated
women who would be willing not on-

go the four years’ training at a much
lower salary than probationers now
expect. As it is, the probationer’s
salary, which in some hospitals
ranges from $160 to $200 a year. .is
attracting many women who would
otherwise go into domestic service
and who would perhaps be better fit-
ted for that work. The College of
Nursirg is now circularising the hos-
pitals and recommending a scale of
minimum salaries higher than that
which was fixed last year to meet the
increased cost of living, The scale
suggests_that probationers shduld be
paid $72 in the first year and s?so in
the fourth, and that staff nurses
shouid receive from $240 to 280 in the
first year, with annual increments of
£20. Matrorns of the largest hospitals
chould start with $2,000 and have an
znnual increment of $100, while it is
reconimended .that fuliy-trained nur-
ses holding non-resident posts such
as that of health visitors should re-
ceive $1,000 Some are now getting on-
ly $520. Tte hospitals, I beljeve, are
welcoming these recommendations.

LLOYD GEORGE’S RIRTHDAY.

The Prime Minister was 58 last
Mondav. Iie is the only European
Prime Minister who has held continu-
ous office cduring the stress of war
and the reconstruction period which
followed. And if an observance of the
decrees of birthday formality be any
criterion of esteem, Lloyd .George’s
circle of admirers seems rather to
widen than to contract. At Downing
Street (the official residence of the
Premier), in the course of the day, a
large number of messages of congrat-
ulatior.s were received, interesting
not only because of their enthusiastic
wording but also because of the diver-

Agra Province, one from the Oxford
University New Reform Club, which
expressed “unchanging confidence” in
his leadership, and a short wire from
“three of your country-girls at the re-
freshmment rooms, Victoria Station.”
One can almost see their blushes at
their own Welsh temerity. These
Downing Street messages were sent

residence of the Prime Minister) to
swell the number he has already re-
ceived at kis new home.
WOMEN SHOP-LIFTERS.

Women shop-lifters have been very
busy during the sales, especially in
the more crowded and popular shops,
where it must be very easy for a cus-
tomer to stow articles without being
observed. Indeed, the wonder is, not
that so much is stolen, but that so
many women are caught in the act.
The head detective employed by one
of the big shops says that the woman
shop-Jifter comes from every class of
society, but he says that he cannot re-
call any ingtance where a woman has

obtaining

|to the throne of

}

buy. It is not necessity that makes
the shop-lifter, but wvanity, love -of
finery. and sheer greed. Why the well-
to-do woman of social position should
take such a terrible rigk for the sake
of getiing something for nothing-will
always be a mystery. If she persists
in. doing it she pays the penalty just
like the professional shop-lifter with
a recerd of previous convictions, but
probahly many a woman never re-
peats the offence after having had the
humiiiating expeérience of being tak-
en to the firm’s private room to admit
her guilt and surrender the stolen
property. Never in any circumstances
is she allowed to pay for and retain
what she has stolen. Sometimes two
womewm go together on a marauding
expedition. but it is quite possible for
a woman who is shopping wth: an-
other. to steal thngs without her com-
danion knowing. That leads to an em-
barrassing position, for naturally the
secord woman also falls under sus-

Hard Times.

When you buy ydur pocket diary
for 1921 you notice that the first doz-
en pages or so contain a calendar of
saints’ days, holidays, and anniver-
saries. Perhaps there is a reminder
when your fire insurance and other
payments fall due.

If, however, you had lived in the
Middle Ages, and been 8o supersti-
tioys as most of your contemporaries,
when you bought a calendar your
.ﬂrst care would have been, to see
what days were marked as unlucky.

Prier to the Reformation writers
who claimed to know such lore drew
up lists of ‘Evil Days, so that prudent
men should know when to avold
setting off on a journey, starting a
piece of work, or getting married. It
was, too, more than usually danger-
ous to fall ill at these times.

Here is a complete list of theseé
days: -

January 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 10, 15; Feb-
ruary 6, 7, 18; March 1, 6, 8; April
6, 11; May 5, 6, 7,; June 7, 15; July
b, 19; August 15, 19: September 6,
!7; October €¢; November 15, 16; De-
! cember 15, 16, 17.

WELL DRESSED AT SMALL
COST.—If you do not intend to
get a Suit or Overcoat for the
holiday season, you can at least
{be well dressed by having ‘your
clothes Cleaned and Pressed at
SPURRELL the Tailor’s, 365
Water Street, and it will cost
you about $1.50. Do you need a
new Velvet Collar on your Over-
coat?—m,w,ttt

Revising History.

Three hundred and fifty years ago,
just after the reéturn of Charles II
Great Britain, a
mob of Royalists who had hated and
misunderstood Cromwell, the great
Commoner, dug his body out of the
grave, dragged it through the Lon-
don streets to Tyburn, and hanged
it in the gibbet there, and
wards cut off the head.
went to Westminister -Abbey and de-
manded from the priests the bodies
of Cromwell’s wife and daughter,
and dragged them through the streets
and threw them into a common pit.

But as you go into the House of
Commons now, the first thing you
notice as you enter is the noble
statue of Cromwell, inside the enclo-

the only monument of any kind that
has ever been allowed a place there.

About sixty years ago, in the Brit-
ish Museum, there was a large car-
toon in Punch showing Abraham
Lincoln aiti.ing on a heap of skulls
of Amenican soldiers, and laughing
over.-a funny story he was telling to
his cabinet.

But a few months ago, in the midst
of a pouring rain, in the heart of
London, a great crowd stood with
bared heads when a noble statue of
Lincoln was unveiled, and the Eng-
lish people honored him as the First
American.

Brick’s Tasteless is the best
preparation known for children
who are delicate. Taken in half
to one teaspoenful doses it works
marvellous results. Try a bottle
and convince yourself.——jan27,it

stolen because she was too poor to ;

after-
They also

sure of the Houses of Parliament, |
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The car in which Maishal Foch
met the German armistice delega-
tion degenerated to a dining car. It
will be restored to its armistice con-
dition and placed in one of the na-
tional muséqms. There are two tab-
lets in the car, one giving the nanfe
of Foch’s great battles and the other
the date, place and names of those
signing the armist\lce.

companyl of London for using a
stanza from one of his poems be-;

‘mever sinned, etc.” and was awarded
40 shillings damages and cosfs.) The

with the verdict.

General A. W, Greely is kept in
close touch with the far north. He
has just heard from Captain Godfrey
| Hansen, ‘Danish navy, from Grinnel
Land. It is 40 years now since ‘the
Greely expedition. There are only two
others living, General Brainard . in
Washington and Sergeant Connell in
San Jose, Cal.

Georges Carpentier, Europe’s heavy
weight pugilistic champion, is the

now a few months old.. The father
wants champions in his family, and so
has decided “to make her a champion
tennis player.”

Editor Joshua S. Smith, who made
the Rockland, Mass, Standard famous
among New England weeklies, has
been a resident of the téwn for 50
years. He is a native of Edgartown.
The whole of. Rockland participated
recently in the golden wedding of the
editor and Mrs. Smith,

Miss Sarah Isabelle Skinner, of
Holyoke, is godmother to the entire
French village of Halton-Chatel, one
of the devastated places in the valley
of the Meuse, and has already given
a half million of francs. She replaced
the church bell stolen by the Ger-

“Sarah Isapel]e."

There are a few farm men in the
country who know more about hens,
pullets, chickens and poultry farming
than Oscar M. Wilbur, of\Maine. He
instructs the poultry farmers of the
State. He tells how a layer may be .
detected from a btooder at sight.

Catching the

During debates in
Commons, as soon as one member
sits down possibly several others rise
at the ame moment to continue the
discussion.

Of course it would not do for all
to speak at once, and the question of
‘which was the first to rise would be
very difficult to answer. The 'problem
is decided by the Speaker, who
makes a sign to whichever member
is to remain on his feet. This is
called “catching the Speaker’s eye,”

The custom came into being dur-
ing the famous Long Parliament, in
1640. At this time there was much
dispute as to the precedence of mem-
bers, and as each was backed by his
own particular friends, a great deal
of the time of the House was wasted
in deciding who was to have the first
hearing. Finally, a rule was made
leaving the choice to the Speaker,
who naturally gives the honour to
the member whom he considers was
first on his feet.

Any occupant of the front benches,
where the Cabinet Ministers and
leaders of the Opposition sit, has
precedence over the ordinary mem-
. bers.

‘ The Public hears a lot about
! Price Reductions to-day. But it
is of no interest to the working-
man to hear the price of' the
Rolls Royce Car is drepping.
But the laborer, the milkman,
' the lumberman, takes heart
; when he hears that he can now
1get a Twenty Dollar Mackinaw
or Overcoat for only Ten Dol-
lars. .The prices of Men’s Mack-
inaw’s and Overcoats are cut in
two for Ten Days only, at
BLAIR’S.—febl,e0d,tf )

The favored colors for gloves are
‘mode, baize, gray and beaver.
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Eu_dyard Kipling sued ‘a medicine fm
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i proud father of Jacqueline Carpentier, i

2 Boneless Breakfast Bacon.
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CONTROL.!
“RAYBESTOS " Prske

Lining
Will always grip and hold the car in any emer-
-gency because it is made of long fibre asbestos
woven With brass wire and treated in a way that
gives'it the greatest gripping power.

“RAYBESTOS”

gives longer wear than any other lining, and it
‘wears evenly down to the last sixteenth of an
inch. Most of the best known car manufactur-
ers use RAYBESTOS. :

Look for the silver edge: your protection
against imitations.

Send your. car to us to be overhauled and
have the brakes relined with RAYBESTOS and
protect yourself against accidents.

MARSHALLS' GARAGE,

WATER STREET WEST.

feb22,tu,th,s,tf
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A Most Desicious Flavor.
North’s

It is in the Curing.
A Fancy Bacon but Not a
Fancy Price.

The following dealers will
be glad to supoly you:

AYRE & SONS, Lid.,
W. E. BEARNS,

C. P. EAGAN,

E. J. HORWOOD,

M. F. CALL,

J. J. MULCARY,

J. D. RYAN,

ROYAL STORES, Ltd.,
STEER BROS.

“J. B. ORR C0., Limited,

IMPORTERS.
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UJ DR, TIBBLE'S VI-COCOA, 3 b tfns, 45c. tin.

Ex S. S. Gaspe, Feb. 21st.

N=V LAID CANADIAN EGGS, $1.00 per doz.
P. E. L. PARSNIPS, CARROTS and BEETS.
NORTHERN SPY APPLES, known as the
: Winter Gravenstein, small size, 15¢. per doz.
P.E. BUTTER, 2 Ib. prints and bulk. |
LOCAL and CANADIAN CABBAGE. _
CALIFORNIA LEMONS, 360 size, 37c. doz.
“KIT” COFFEE—Small and large size.
MACARONI and SPAGHETTI, 15¢. package.
FRY’S COCOA, %5 Ib. tins, 37c,

FRY’S COCOA, ¥4 Ib. tins, 19c.

i

jorth Street & guen’s Road |




