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CHAPTER IV.

“Stay!” said the earl; “our quarrel
—if it can be called one—is over. You
will oblige me by remaining for one
night at least. I do not wish it to be
said all over the country that we
could not exist for twenty-four hours
under one roof, as it will be said if
you go at once. Stay, if you please.”

“If you wish it, sir, certainly,” said
Lord Blair, not very joyously. “But
I'm afraid I shall bore you dreadful-
1y, you know.”

“The boring will be mutual, I have
no doubt,” said the earl grimly. “I
may remind you that we need meet
only at dinner.”

“That’s true,” said Lord Blair,
frankly, “Well, until then, I'll walk
round the place.”

The earl inclined his head,
rang the bell which stood at his el-
bow.

“Lord Leyton will remain here to-
night,” he said to Larkhall, and that
exemplary servant, ‘holding the door
open for Lord Blair to pass out, hur-
ried off to tell Mr. Stibbings and
Mrs. Hale the extraordinary news that
the future earl was to sleep at the
house which would some, day be his

and

own.

Lord Blair had spent a remarkably
bad quarter of an hom:; but before he
had got half way down the broad
staircase, with its carved balustrades
and magnificent cross panelling, he
began to shake off the effects with
that wonderful good-humored care-
lessness which had lost him nearly
all his lands ,and won him so many
hearts.

He went down the stairs into the
hall and looked round him with a
smile, as if his interview had been
of the pleasantest description: then
he lit a cigar and, with his hat on the
back of his head, went out into the
warm sunshine.

He walked along the terrace and
across the lawns, and then as if by
instinct found his way to the stables.
And be it remarked, and it is worth
noting, that he had not—as many a
man in his position woulgi have done
—given one glance at the magnificent
place with the thought that it would
some day all be his.

Strange to say, for an heir, he did
not wish the earl dead. Blair Leyton
hankered after no man’s property, not
even his uncle’s; whatever sins may
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haqu been laid to his charge, he was
innocent of that love of money which
is the root of all evil
So without a gpark of envy or cov-
etousness or ill-will, he went to the
stables and, nodding pleasantly to the
head groom, went into the stalls.
Of course the man knew who - he
was;the news had spread all over
the Court-in ‘five minutes!—and was
respectful, and in a second * or "two
more than that; for Blair’s manner
was as pleagsant with high, low, Jack
and the game all round.

“Some good horses,” he said.

The man shook his head doubtfully.

“Some, my lord,” he assented. “But
not what they ought tq be for so big a
place—begging your lordship’s “par-
You see his lordship the earl
cafria.ge horses—and

don.
only has the
them only once now and again—and
there’s nobody to ride. I try to keep
’em. up, but a man loses heart like,
my lord.”

“I understand,” said Lord Blair,
sympathetically. “It’s’ a pity. Such
a fine hunting country.” :

“Ah, isn’t it, my lord!” ‘said the
man with a sigh. “If the earl ’nd
only take the hounds—but there”’—
and he sighed again.

Lord Blair went up to a biz black
horse and smacked him, a little atten-
tion which the animal responded to
by launching out viciously.

“Nice nag!” said Lord Blair, ap-
provingly.

“All but his temper, my lord,” said
the man. ‘“He’s as crooked-minded a
hoss as ever I see.”

Lord Blair laughed.

“He's straight enough
ways,” he said. “Put a saddle on him
and I'll take a turn.”

The man hesitated a second.

“He’s an awkward one to ride, my

in other

lord,” he ventured.

“So I.should think,” said the young
man, cheerfully; “but I like them
awkward.”

The horse was saddled and brought
out, and immediately commenced to
verify the character bestowed upon
him.

“Ill-tempered dev-—beasi, I'll take
him back, my lord,” said the groom;
but, with a laugh, Lord Blair got into
the saddle, and as the horse reared
brought him down in so neat a style
that the groom’s misgivings fled.

“All right, my lord,” he said, with
an approving nod. ;

“Yes, it’s all right,” said the young
man, with another laugh, “He's ra-
ther hot just at present, but ‘he'll
come back like a lamb, and I shall be
hot, I expect,” and off he rode.

“There,” said the groom to a circle
of his helpers, “that’s my idea of a
young ncobleman! There’d be some
pleasure and credit in keeping a sta-
ble for him.”

“What a pity he’s such a bad young
man,” murmured a maid-servant,
who had crept out ta look on.

“He may be a bad young mah,” re-
torted the groom sfententlous]y, “but
he’s a darned good rider.”

“He’s dreadfully handsome,” said
the girl, with a little sigh, as she ran

{in again, and they unconsciously ex-

pressed the general opihion of -the
two sexes of Blair, Viscount Leyton.

The g;mouncemerit that the young
Jord was to remain the night at the
Court threw Mrg. Hale into a state of
excitement.

“1 must see Mr. Stibbings about the
lunch and dinner at once, and there’s
the room to prepare.* I shall have to

(leave you g yourself to-day, my

dear,” she said to Martgret‘. “Bless,
‘me, if ¥'d only had an hour or two's

of | motice I could ~have got some_t,hlng

nice for dinner. The earl doesn’t care
| what it is, and often sends the things'
n.way mauehed, hnt a young man
from London, and used to the dinners

thev xct there at the London clubs, is:

{ Mrs. Hale, fortunately for her,

"Yc}u‘?;cboa gracious me, . no!”
said the old lady quite pityingly,

“Do, my dear; but keep this side off
the house, mind, and do not go in
front -of the earl's windows.”

Margaret. “I suppose if the earl

| should happen to catch sight . of . ine fir

twice in one day it would be fatal!--
or,would he only have 'a fit¥ But
did
not hear this.

Margaret went into the garden, and
carefully kept out of sight of the
gerat windows. She was very happy,

into song. The garden attached to
this wing was a large one, and filled
with flowers, and when she came in
to lunch she had a large bunch of
roges and helitrope and pinks in her
hand.

“There was no notice—Do not pick
the flowers!” grandma. I hope I
haven't been very. wicked?”

“No, no, my dear,” said Mrs. Hale,
who was in a fine state of flurry.
‘“What a beautiful bouquet ycu have
got!”

“Isn’t it?” said Margaret, pinning
a red rose in the bosom: of her dress.
“Where "shall I put these?” and she
looked round for a vase.

“Anywhere ybu like, my dear.  Oh,
Margaret, how nice they would be in
Lord Leyton’s room! It woukl make
it seem more homely like; do . what
you will, a room that hasn’t been us-
ed for months does look cold and. for-
mal.”

“Doesn’t it?” agreed Margaret.
“And there is nothing like flowers to
take off that effect. His lordship is
welcome to them; so there they are,
grandma.”

“Yes, thank you,”.said Mrs. Hale,
“T'll ring for Mary,, un-
less you wouldn’t mind running up
with ‘them; you’ll arrange them dc-
cently, while she’ll just throw them
into a vase.”

“Very well. Show me the
Mary, to Lord Leyton’s room,”
Margaret as Mary entered.

Mrs. Hale had given him one of the
best rooms in the house, apd Margar-
et, who had never seen su¢h an apart-
ment, was lost in admiration of the
silken hangings, which stood in place
of paper on the walls, and the old and
priceless furniture.

She arranged the flowers in a deep,
glass dish, and placed it on the spa-
cious dressing table. :

“His lordship ought to be pleased,
miss,” said Mary, shyly, as they weré
leaving the room.

Margaret laughed.

“I daresay he will think them very
much in the wbay and throw them out
of the  wondow. I hope -he won’t
throw dish and gll,” she said.

As she entered Mrs. Hale's sitting-
room, she saw Mr. Stibbings . ap-
proaching.

“I have been looking for you, miss,”
he said. I have had a table put in
the gallery, as his lordship directed,
and his compliments, would you like
any blinds put to the windows
shade the light?”’ ,

“Grandma, he did mean it, after
all,” said Margaret, delightedly.
“How kind? Oh, thank him, Mr.
Stibbings! - No, nothing more. I've
got a portable easel and everything,
and the light will do very well. Grand-
ma,” I may go now?”

“Yes, I suppose s:),” said the -old
lady, absently; “but mind, dear, if you
hear the earl coming, you must get
up and go away at once.”

hurriedly.

way,
said

to

“Very“xyvell," said Margaret, with a
smile ,an"d‘ she ran up and " got her
folding .eagel and painting materialgs,
Mr. Stibbings wanted to place a . foot-

ingly declined; and with her impedi-

after lunch to the gallery.

remark——,"aé proud as a lord,’ I shall
correct them ‘and say—'kind as a
lord '" she said to: herself. With all
the eagerness df a nartist she get up
her easel before the picture and com-

_work and was lost to everything save

was- mpylnx ;

' “Then !‘ll get ' my hat and so into
the garden,” said Margaret. .. f -

and now and again she would break |

man at her dlsposal. but she laughQ !

menta under her arm, and her painﬁ-' .
box in her hand, sMe made her . way

“In the future, when I hear _any' one

menced at once; amd in. & few min-|
‘utes she lmi bgcolne absorbed in her} .

the burmng deslre;to catch pomething
of the lplrlt of the grea.t orixlnul she |

"w“Yery well; DIl take care,” laughed | -
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The afternoon glided on unnoticed
by her. She heard a great bell boom-
ing overhead in a solemn fashion; but
ghe gave it no attention beyond the

4 thought, “the dinner or dressing bell,”
A}

and went on with her copy.

She was 50 absorbed that
not. hear some one who had entered
the gallery, and it was not until the
some one stood close beside her that
she knew of his presence.

With a start she logked up, and for
a hand-

she did

a moment saw nothing but
some young man in evening dress.

His beauty-—of the manliest type-—-
gave her a pleasant sensation—she
was an artist, remember—but the
next-moment she recognized him.

It was the young man whom
had called a savage, the gentleman
who' hag fought Jem Pyke.
grew- wide and her lips opened, and
she sat and stared at him.

As for him, his astonishment
ehualled and surpassed hers. He had
seen her back as he was passing the
door. of the- gallery, and being unable
te Tesist the temptation to ascertain
what. the™ face belonging to so grace-
ful's ﬂgnre t~like, he had entered
and somy npp oached her.

- Margaret: was a_beautiful girl, but
she was never. lqveller than when un-
der the spell which falls upon an ar-
tist absorbeéd in. her work.:

The clear, oval face grew dreamy,
the Ia_rge eyes soften and mystical,
tlie Ted. lipé sweeter witha suggestful
tenderness.

1t was the loveliness of the face as

well as the recognition of it which
struck him—Blair Leyton, of all men—
dumb and motlonless. .
* They looked into each other’s eyes
while one could count fifty, then,
with an embarrassment quite novel,
he spoke.

“I've disturbed you?”

“No,” said Margaret, and the word
sounded blunt and cold in his 'ears.
Who could he be,'and how did he

she

Her eyes

come here? Yesterday, fighting on'the |.
.J village green, this evening at Leyton
‘Court.

Then it flashgd upon her: it
was Lord Leyton! “No, I didn’t hear
she added:

you,” 2
“(To be Continued.)
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a Catalogue Scrap Book of our P:
tcn Cuts. These will be found very
useful to refer to from time to time.

GOOD STYLE FOR HOUSE OR
AFTERNOON WEAR.

1578—Ladies’ Dress with Sleeve in
Either of Two Lengths.

For morning wear this style will be
nice in linen, percale, gingham, pop-
lin or flannelette. It will also make
a good business suit in serge or gabar-
dine and is a splendid style for taffeta,
velvet or crepe. The waist is full be-
low the square yoke portions, and its
fronts are crossed in surplice style.
The sleeve is close-fitting in wrist

turnback cuff. The Pattern is cut in
6 sizes: 34 36, 38, 40, 42 and 44 inches
bust measure. Size 36 requires 63%
yards of 36 inch material. The skirt
measures about 33 yards at its low-
er edge.

A pattern of this 1llustrat10n mailed
to any address on receipt of 10 cents
in silver or stamps.

A NEW APRON STYLE.

1572—Ladies’ Apron.

This desirable model is semi-fitted
over the fronts, having a shaped panel
with Seams to the armscyes. Ample
pockets -trim the sides. The design
is comfortable and easy to develop.
It is good for percale; gingham, cham-
brey, lawn, drill, sateen or alpaca. The
Pattern is cut in 3 sizes: Small, Me-
dium and Large. The medium size
will require 5% Yyards of 36-inch ma-
terial.

« A pattern of this illustration mailed
to any address on receipt of 10 cents
in silver or stamps.
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CHAIRS
for
Comfort

Chairs—being the most used articles of fur-
niture—need to be of imany designs and. quali-
ties to suit all needs. Here in our large Show-
rooms we have every kind conceivable, and all
are the best of their particular make.

We call your attention to our fine English
Easy Chairs. They are of many designs, all are
heavily padded, with delightfully easy springs
and handsomely upholstered in Plush, Rug,
Tapestry and Leather.

This large stock of Chairs needs no recom-

mending, their m many merits can be instantly

seen and form a “gure-winning” combination—
sterling quality and reasonable prices.

U. S. Picture and Portrait Co.
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J. J. ST. JOHN

Our Tea trade increasing every week. The wonder
is where 'we get that ECLIPSE Brand at 45c. 1b.

Have you used Sliced Pineapple such as we have?
(soft as a Peach), 15¢., 17¢c. and 22c¢. tin.

Very nice assortment of Jacobs’ Biscuits.

Golden Syrup, 1 & 2 lb. tins| West India Sugar.
Graham Flour. Green & White Cabbage.
White Icing Sugar. Very Choice Ribbed Pork.
Scotch & Can. Oatmeal. Extra Plate Beef.

J. J. ST. JOHN,

Duckworth Street and T.eMarchant Road.
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! New Cabbage 1
New Cabbage!

To arrive ex " Stephano,” dae aboat

Wednesday next:

Also, a Large Shipment of
SUGAR.

GEO. NEAL

‘Phone 264.

Tlle Eastern 'l‘rusl Company

A few reasons why an estate can be better administered by
the Eastern Trust Company than by a personal executor or
administrator:—

1. The Company affords the estate absolute security; it has
a paid-up “eapital of $931,000.00, and a reserve fund of
$229,300.00. 4

2. It has a long experience in the work .of administering
estates; it is incorporated for this business of acting as a trus-
tee, and, unlike many other trust companies, it does no other.

3. Its existence is perpetual. Your estate, in the event of
the death of a personal executor or administrator, must look
around for a substitut;. and the work of administration is im-
peded during that time, and the new eéxecutor is unfamiliar
with the policy“of his predecessor, and confusion results, This
company’s existence is perpetual, and there is a continuity of
pélicy in its administration that the death of its officers does
not break. :

4, It possesses the confidence of governments, universities
and prominent charities and administers their funds.

5. A number of other advantag?s Wwhich will appear in due
course,

The Eastern Trust Company,

Pitts Bullding, St. Ja‘ll’l-
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