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Continu ins Factious Obstruction-

Hon. Messrs. Dickey and Des 
jardins and Sir Donald Smith 
the Commissioners appointed by 
the Dominion Government to con 
fer with the Greenway Govern
ment regarding the school ques
tion, have .returned to Ottawa 
from Winnipeg, their negotiations 
having failed to produce the de
sired results. After their depar 

" ture from Winnipeg a statement 
of the offers and counter proposals 
made at the regular conference 
were given out by the counsel for 
the minority and Attorney-Gen
eral Sifton respectively. The 
Dominion delegates proposed that 
the Catholics be given privileges 
substantially similar to those en
joyed in the Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick schools, the 
Cathplics to have separate school 
houses in populous districts and 
Catholic "children in other schools 
to be exempt from religious in
struction, and objectionable clauses 
in the text-books to be removed 
also that the Catholics have repre
sentation on the Educational Board, 
In all other respects the schools 
at which the Catholics attend to 
be public schools, and subject to 
every provision of the Education 
Act for the time being in force in 
Manitoba. If accepted, the Do
minion delegates -promised that 
the Remedial Bill would be with
drawn. In reply, the Govern 
ment of Manitoba rejected ‘the 
offer, but submitted two alterna 
tives (1) To completely secularize 
the public school system, elimin
ating religious exercises and 
teaching of every - kind during 
school hours; (2) To repeal the 
present provisions of the School 
Act relative to religious exercises, 
and allowing any ^-nomination 
to give religious instruction in 
any public school during stated 
hours. The Dominion delegates 
were unable to accept either of 
these alternatives, and the confer
ence closed. This, in brief, is the 
substance of' the published pro
posals of the Commissioners on 
behalf of the Dominion Govern 
ment and the alternative pro
posals of the Greenway Govern 
ment. It will be admitted on all 
sides that the propositions of 
the Federal authorities were 
most moderate;'and well calcu
lated to open the door to a settle
ment of this vexed question. But 
the refusal of the Manitoba Gov
ernment to accept these proposals 
as a basis of settlement, and their 

t submitting counter proposals that 
meant no settlement at all and

—no smdrg'^wrif^exfatg on their

be made. His Quebec followers, 
convinced that they had made a ter
rible mistake in opposing the Gov
ernment, appear to have intimated 
to him that they would not follow 
him in any further obstruction In 
consequence of this Mr. Laurier 
seems to have handed over to Dal
ton McCarthy the leadership of 
the opposition, and he himself 
skulks out of the House and shirks 
the divisions ; for we see day after 
day consumed by McCarthy and 
his coterie of followers, in ob
structing the passage of the bill 
through committee. * Parliament 
ends by lapse of time, on the 24th 
inst, and the opponents of reme
dial legislation hope to be able to 
offer such obstruction that the bill 
cannot become law this session. 
They have now no legitimate 
argument to offer in opposition to 
the bill ; nor do they attempt any. 
It is simply a matter of physical 
endurance, they speak for hours 
about every conceivable questson, 
in order to kill time and prevent 
any progress being made. It is 
noticeable that Mr. LE Davies 
takes a leading part in these ob
structive tactics. No doubt, it is 
congenial employment to Mr. 
Davies to obstruct legislation in
tended to remove the grievances 
of the Manitoba minority. The 
minority in this Province well 
know that Mr. Davies is a past 
grand master in the art of oppos
ing their rights. Perhaps it 
would be just as well, however, for 
Mr. Davies to be a little careful in 
the matter of obstructing legisla
tion having- f<y its object the re 
lief of minority grievances. The 
cloven foot of the opponents of re
medial legislation is now quite 
evident, everything else failing, a 
supreme effort is to be made to 
talk against time till parliament, 
expires. Is that the class of men 
the electors of Canada desire to 
see in control of the Government 
of the Dominion. ?

much mistaken if the course out
lined by the Government will 
meet with general approval. . It 
would be a pity to do anything 
that would place us in an unenvi
able! ight, for the sake of the 
very meagre gain that would 
accrue, as in this case.

r

part to remove the question from 
the political arena, where they 
know it does them most good.

Much as it is to be regretted 
that it has been found impossible 
to settle this question where it 
properly belongs, yet every step 
that has been taken in the matter 
shows thé wisdom and justice of 
the course pursued by the Federal 
Government Some may be in
clined to think that the Dominion 
Government made too great ad
vances—paid too much deference 
to the authorities at, Winnipeg 
who, from the first dfever mani
fested any sincerity in the mat
ter. ''Even granting this, the fact 
that they have gone out of their 
way, to avail themselves of any 
possible chance of settling the 
matter outside of Parliament, es
pecially their sending this delega
tion to Winnipeg, must certainly 
close the mouths of those whose 
constant shibboleth has been that 
Manitoba was willing to redress 
the grievances of the minority. 
The Government’s course must 
now tie much strengthened in the 
minds of all lovers of justice. 
The last straw breaks the camel's 
back, and this last refusal of the 
Manitoba Government to enter 
upon amicable negotiations for a 
reasonable settlement of the 
school question should convince 
everyone, who is not instigated 
by hellish malice, or willing to 
subordinate his sense of justice 
and his conscientious convictions 
to party advantage, of the insin
cerity and hypocrisy of Green
way and his associates.

In the meantime let us see what 
is going on itribe House of Com
mons regarding the matter. Since 
the opening of the session the op
ponents of the Government have 
devoted themselves to obstructing 
every move for the advancement 
of the remedial bill. Mr. Laurier, 
calling himself a Catholic, betrayed 
the cause of his compatriots and 
co-religionists, and formed an al 
ltance with Dalton McCarthy, the 
originator of the whole trouble, in 
the hope of so arousing the spirit 
of fanaticism in Ontario that the 
Government would, be defeated.
Indeed he outstripped McCarthy 
in his desire to ride the Protestant 
horse. But when the Govern-1 
ment carried the bill through its 
second reading with a good ma- family and other representatives

Referring to the conference 
between the representatives of the 
Dominion Government and the 
Greenway Government bn the 
school question, the Winnipeg 
Free Press, among other things, 
has this to say : “ Mr. Laurier 
may be anxious for a settlement, 
but if Sir Richard Cartwright, Mr. 
Mulock, Mr. Edgar, Mr. Davies 
and other leading lights of the 
Liberal party are, they have adopt
ed a most singular method of 
manifesting their desire. They 
have never ceased to ridicule the 
conference since the hour it was 
proposed ; and nothing they could 
ay to encourage the Manitoba 

government to reject all overtures 
to a settlement, without too un
equivocally placing themselves on 
record, has been left unsaid.’"

Hoffman’s Catholic Directory 
d. Alnean»<^feg».^96 has beer, 

received. Hh4<« tai mPreprrte Cram
all the dioceses in the United 
States, Canada and Newfoundland, 
as well as of the Prefecture Apos
tolic of St. Pierre and Miquelon 
Islands. It also has a map of the 
different ecclesiastical provinces of 
the United States. The directory 
contains the number and the 
names of the churches scattered 
throughout these different regions ; 
some account of the numerous re
ligious institutions, as' well as the 
names of the bishops and clergy, 
secular and regular, and the differ 
ent congregations of nunsand other 
teaching orders. It is a book of 
about 950 pages, and of the highest 
value as a reference in matters 
ecclesiastical. It is published by 
Hoffman Bros. Co., 413 East Water 
Street, Milwaukee, Wis.

Hon. Mr Peters has given no
tice of his intention to introduce 

bill providing for the sale of 
Government House property, af
ter the term of the present Lieu
tenant Governor shall expire. 
It appears to us that it is a 
small piece of business to under
take to cut up this land in lots 
and place it on the market. Only 

few thousand dollars would be 
realized from the sale at most; 
and, while we admit that 
the present Government have 
need of all the money they can 
get from all possible sources, to 
keep them afloat, we are of the 
opinion the game would not be 
worth the powder. Government 
House is a historic mansion where 
hospitality has, from our earliest 
history, been dispensed in a 
princely manner, by the repres
entatives of our Sovereign. The 
Princes of the Roy ai blood have 
there found a home when visiting 
this section of the Empire, and 
the Govérnors-Generàl of Canada 
have there been entertained. 
Now, if this property is sold to 
private individuals, there will be 
no place where sucn distinguished 
visitors may be entertained in a 
becoming manner. The conse
quence will probably be that we 
shall Lave no visits from them. 
Some will say thaf that would be 
no great loss, that we pap get 
along very wall without them. 
Well, our people have never fail
ed to give expression to their loy
alty and to the pride they feel in 
giving a right royal welcome to 
the member? of our Sovereign’s

An incident occurred in the 
House of Commons the other day, 
which emphasizes the recklessness 
and impudence which generally 
characterize the public statements 
of Mr. L. H. Davies. Sir Cbailes 
Topper, referring to the production 
of wheat in the Canadian Northwest 
and in Great Britain s»"d : ''Although 
we have only scratched, as it wete, 
the margin of the greatest wheat field 
of the world in Manitoba and the 
Northwest, which a few years ago 
formed a desert, this territory has 
produced as much wheat, or about 
as much, as the whcle of the United 
Kingdom.’’ Mr. Davies immediately 
rose and said the statement of the 
Secretary of State was “ redioulou" 
nonsense," that it was “ grossly uo> 
t'ue." He pretended to prove what 
he was eaying from the Stateman'i 
Year Book, which he htU in bis 
hand, saying: "The Stateman’e 
Year Book shows that the produc
tion of wheat in Great Britain and 
Ireland reached sixty mi lion bushels, 
and in Manitoba it did not reach 
tbir.y millions.” The Ottawa 
Citizen referring to this matter, 
thus shows Mr. Davies to be a 
deliberate deceiver : “ Now,' the
member for Queen’s P. E I., held 
the book in his hand while he was 
talking, and there was consequently 
no excuse for misleading the house. 
The {aftt is that the figures he gave 
referred to 1894. In that year the 
crop of Great Britain amounted to 
the figures named ; but list year, the 
year to which the secretary of state 
alluded, the production of wheat in 
the United Kingdom fell to 37,176,- 
000. The crop in Manitoba was 
31,775,038, eo that the total produc 
tion of the Northwest was, as Sit 
Charles Tapper bad said, about as 
much as the whcle of the Unite; 
Kingdom.”

“ And I understand,” added Mr. 
Martin, “ that the secretary of state 

(Condensed from Halifax Herald's Report.) has a bed near by." Mr. Speaker—
Order. Mr. Martin—I was only ex
pensing regret that the honorable 
gentleman was not here. Mr. 
Speaker — Surely that is enough 
without telling the house where he is. 
Mr. Martin went on to talk about * the 
Tupper family,” and bad got as far as 
“ the second Sir Charles” when be 
was again called to order by the 
speaker, who assured the hon. mem
ber that matters of the family of the 

first order of the day to provoke a gecretary 0f state wère not at all per

The house of commons got down 
to private business on Monday 30th 
ult. with about the smallest attendance 
of any day of the sesssiotr. Oo Col. 
Amyot’s desk lay a beautiful memorial 
wreath of white roses and lilies of the 
valley entwined with maiden hair 
fern, the floral offering of the deceased 
member’s fellow representativeson the 
conservative side of the house. The

peg, he calculated it would have precise
ly the opposite eff, ct. After the bill 
became law it would be a simple mat
ter for Manitoba to make some arrange
ment so aa to prevent it going into 
effect. Unless the bill were proceed
ed with and negotiations came to 
nonght, aa he had reason to fesr they 
would, the minority in Manitoba would 
be left in the eame deplorable, hopeless 
condition that they had beenSo for the 
past five yeare. Consequently the gov
ernment proposed to press this measure 
with all the vigor at ita command.

The annual report of the Public 
Schools of this Province for the 
year 1895, by the Chief Superin
tendent of Education came to hand 
some time ago ; but we have not, 
until now, been able to refer 
to it. The report shows that 
the number of school districts in 
the Province in 1895 was 463, an 
increase of 4 over 189jf; and that 
the number of vacant schools in 
1895 was 2, as against 3 in 1894.
The number of teachers employed 
in 1895 was 559, as against 553 in 
1894. Of these teachers 240 were 
in Queen’s County, 177 in Prince, 
and 142 in King’s ; 66 of the , . .- ,teachers wfire of cLe’1, 261 «class ^ df "this W 
ii, 232 of class ill The male teach- pamge 01 °
ers numbered 302, and the females 
257. The pupils enrolled during 
the year numbered 22,250, being 
29 more than in 1894. The daily 
average attendance for 1895 was 
13,254, and for 1894 12,849, an in
crease of 405. The percentage of 
attendance was 59.56, as against 
58.00 in 1894, and is the highest 
percentage of attendance in the 
educational history of the Pro
vince. The total expenditure by 
Government for education in 1895 
wai $121,781.17, being $296,23 
less than in 1894. In his report 
the Chief Superintendent says:
“ The general results of educational 
work during the past year have 
been satisfactory. The attendance 
was larger and much more regular.
The character of the instruction 
was better. In comparison with 
former years, a larger number of 
schools were in operation ; a 
greater number of teachers with 
higher qualifications were employ
ed. Thero-was a marked and very 
general increase in the number of 
pupils receiving instruction in the 
several subjects on the School 
Course, and an increased attend
ance at the Provincial College and 
Normal . School. There was a 
larger outlay by the people for 
school purposes, and an increased 
demand for good and experienced 
tet-chers. All these attest more 
loudly than words, the high esti
mate put upon the Public Schools 
and the work they are doing, by 
the people of the Province.’’
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re tried It, man^ having spoken to me of the

discussion was the bill to incorporate 
the Hudson Bay Canal and Naviga
tion company. Qu motion to go into 
committee, Mr. Martin arose to oppose 
the measure, and Mr. Martin being in 
one of bis nasty humors, was not long 
in getting into difficulties with the 
chair. The member for Winnipeg 
was proceeding to read clause by 
clause tor the' purpose of comparing 
the bill as originally introduced and 
in its present amended form. Mr. 
Speaker quoted the rule which forbids 
the discussion of a bill in detail on a 
motion to go into committee. Mr 
Martin undertook to argue out the 
question with the speaker, regardless 
of the cries of “order” which arose 
from the governmeut side. Mr. 
Charlton essayed to help his friend 
out of the snari, hut only intensified 
the tangle. He did not understand, 
be protested, that Mr. Martin intend
ed to transgress the rules, to which 
Mr. Speaker replied that he efiuld 
not furnish the members with under
standing. He could only quote the 
rule and point out the transgression 
• if it “ Then," said Mr. Martin
testily, -‘’I appeal to the house from 
your ruling.” Sir Charles Tupper in
terposed with the observation that he 
hoped the hon. member would Dot 
proceed to that extreme. It would 
be a matter of regret were the house 
to be appealed to from the ruling of 
the chair, and if Mr. Martin reslly 
desired only to discuss the principles 
of the bill, he could surely do it with
out reading over the clauses of the 
bill. Mr. Laurier admitted it would 
be a matter of regret were the Speak
er’s ruling to be challenged, but hoped 
that in view of Mr. Martin’s assurance 
some relaxation would be allowed. 
Mr. Devlin wanted to know what was 
to be done about his objection that 
the bill was not printed in French. 
Mr. Speaker ruled that the objection 
did not hold at this stage of the bill. 
Mr. Laurier finally implored his sup
porter from Winnipeg to abandon his 
attitude of parliamentary insubordin
ation, which he did with very bad 
grace. “ I shall not persist iff my
appeal against your ruling. Mr. Speak
er," said be, “although personally 1 
don’t consider it correct.” This oh 
servation evoked another chorus of 
protests from the house, but Mr. Mar
tin proceeded. He went on to talk of 
the railway freight rates and to impugn 
the character of the commission which 
investigated them a year ago. From 
that he wandered to the Hudson Bay 
Railway Company, accusing the prr. 
motors of that enterprise with gross di - 
honesty. Mr. Speaker again inter
vened to ask what all this had to d' 
with the bill before the house, and no! 
satisfied with Mr. Martin’s explan
ation observed further that^be—cpuld 
not see what connection there could 
be between the ra.lway company and 
this canal enterprise uulesf the hon.

SK ttiat Shafcthe 
would operate 

against the railway. ‘IOh, Mr 
Speaker, I’m in favor of the bill,” was 
Mr. Martin’s unblushing reply- I' 
set the house laughing outrigh1, for the 
determination cf the member fo- 
Winnipeg is well known to be to pre 
vent the bill going through at all in 
the shape the promoters want it. He 
declared that it would be worse than 
useless to build either a railway or a 
canal to Hudson’s Bay until the navig 
ab lity of its waters in certain season* 
had been determined. He proceed
ed to talk on the Hudson Bay and 
other matters until dinner time. 
After recess Mr. Martin continuer! 
nis speefch. denouncing the Hudson 
Bay railway sceme and ridiculing the 
'dea of the practicability of Hudson’s 
straits. The discussion was continued 
by Messrs. Daly, Wel.b, McDowall, 
Sir James Grant and Lister. Sir 
Charles Tupper, bart., explained how 
the intrests of the country had been 
safeguarded in the bill. He expres
sed his surprise that Mr. Martin 
hould have taken up so much time 

in denouncing a measure which was 
iear to the hearts of the people ol 
Manatoba and the Northwest, a pro
ject in which their thoughts were more 
centered than on any other question 
before this country. (Cheers). The 
sceme was of vital consequence to the 
progress and development of that 
great country, and he was suprised 
that Mr. Martin should strike a blow 
at it. (Cheers) He ridiculed the 
idea that be (Sir Charles) was only 
manifesting an intrest in this quest! in 
now when the general election was 
pending. He quoted from the pro 
ceedings of the Royal Geographical 
society in i88f}, when he proved his 
faith in the Hudson's Bay route. 
There was no enterprise in his judge
ment, to which the government could 
lend its energy, tqan this project which 
would be of gretÿer advantage to the 
best intrests of this country. (Cheers)

tinent to the question under discus
sion. Later on when Mr. Martin 
again transgressed the rules he was 
again called to order, with the ad mon 
ition that he must surely see his trans
gressions were not only out of order 
but were only wearying the house. 
Mr. Taylor—obstruction pure and 
simple. Mr. Martin said that 
he was only replying to statements 
made by the leader of the house, who 
was not called to order for making 
them. After some observations from 
Mr. Landerkin the question was put 
and the amendment lost on division. 
The house then went into committee 
on the bill at 2 a. m., and Mr. Martin 
again took the floor. He spoke 
under continued interruptions, cries 
of order, etc., but renewed his ob
structive tactics, reading pamphlets 
and blue books and the like to no 
end. But he carried his point so far as 
preventing the passage of the bill was 
concerned, for at half-past two the 
committee rose and reported progress, 
and five minutes later the house 
adj turned.
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Keep Minard’s Liniment In the 
House.

The discussion was continued by 
Messrs. Davies, Haggart, Oasey, Has- 
lam, Fraser, Macdonald (Huron), and 
Flint. The latter read for an hour 
ïrom Lt. Gordon’s report, and finally 
moved the six months hoist. This 
new motion let loose again upon the 
house the flood gates of Mr. Martin’s 
oratory, fle waxed wrath when call
ed to order as he went into Manitoba 
politics to defend himself from the 
criticism of the minister of Ôntario, 
who bad pointed out the inconsistency 
of MK Martin’s position in oppos
ing the bill. Expressing regret that 
Sir Charles Tupper wtfs not in his seat 
Mir. Martip yent on to say that he re
garded it as a gbame* that’ Sir (Charles 
•hould keep house here until such g 
late hour while he himself went to bed.

At the opening of the House on the 
31st, Sir Charles Tupper and Mr. Laurier 
made sympathetic references to the late 
Col. Amyot. Mr. Spronl moved the 
adjournment of the house in order to 
bring to the attention of the govern
ment the fact that the salaries of 
sessional messengers and other em 
ployes of the house were a con pie of 
weeks overdue. Sir Charles Tupper re
gretted that no notice had been given 
of the matter, and asked that it be de- 
erred until the arrival of the finance 

minister, who was not in the chamber 
at the time. The opposition, however, 
determined to give tongue to their 
honest abhorrence of serf) remissness 
on the part of the government and to 
their overflowing sympathy with the 
pages and the charwomen, who were 
a fortnight behind in their pay. Mr. 
Gibson termed ft a shame and a dis
grace. Mr. Casey scored the govern
ment for the humped-backed sidewalks 
and mud pavements about Parliament 
H 11. Bnt Mr. Lister outdid them both 
He drew a pathetic pictnreof the suffer
ing of those poor charwomen, mostly 
widows with large families, be had no 
donbt. Mr. Allen took opportunity to 
introduce the topic of hog cholera in Es
sex county. When remonstrated with 
by the «hair, he made a reply that the 
two questions were very much in the 
same line. The matter was discussed 
for some time and dropped, after Hon. 
Mr. Foster had assured the honse that 
the supplementary estimates were ic 
the printers’ hands. Mr. Charlton then 
asked that bis resolution,, invoking the 
intervention of Christian nations on be
half of the Armenians be made a gov
ernment order. Sir Charles Tapper re
plied that the obstrnctiea tactics of the 
-rr"°*n™- n-A left tbi publie business 
in snch a backward state that the gov
ernment conld not consent to assume 
the responsibility jnst now for the re
solution in question, althongb its senti
ments met with the hearty sympathy of 
the government. Mr. Lanrier asked if 
it was the intention of the government 
to ask the house to sit on Good Friday ? 
Sir Charles Tapper replied by asking 
the lesder of the opposition if he had 
any objection to that coarse. It was 
important that not an hour should be 
lost in view of the short time remaining 
to parliament, bnt he would be the la«t 
to press the honse to sit on Good Friday 
if it would interfere with the conscien 
Mona scruples of any member. Mr. 
Lanrier thought the leader’s question 
perfectly unfair, and did not propose to 
answer it. What he might not regard 
as conscientious scruples might be re 
garded otherwise by other members. 
Sir Charles Tapper stated that as the 
hon. gentleman did not raise any ob 
jection and as he (Tapper) had treated 
with great courtesy in asking him for 
his opinion and had got no reply, he 
could only say that it was proposed to 
ask the house, to sit on Good Friday. 
Sir Richard Cartwright said that al 
though not over conscientious himself— 
(laughter)—as a member of theÆpisco- 
pal chnrch he entertained very strong 
objections to the house sitting on Good 
Friday. Efe believed that it would 
give great offence to the Anglican per 
suasion, if snch a comae were pursued. 
Good Friday being regarded by them as 
the most sacred day in the whole year. 
Mr. Davies thought thonsands of Chris
tians would be shocked beyond expres
sion if the house sat on Good Friday, 
and he raised his objection. Sir Char
les Tnpper said that be had endeavored 
to aolipit the viewg of the opposition 
leader on the subject, but failed. IJow, 
after the statements made by the other 
leaders, he would certainly not ask the 
house to sit on Good Friday. The 
house went into committee on the ft- 
medial bill, Mr. Bergeron in the chair. 
Mr. Davies pointed out the impropriety 
of the house proceeding with this mea
sure while negotiations were in pro
gress at Winnipeg. He thought Sir 
Charles should inform the house how 
far the negotiations had progressed. It 
would be a matter of great satisfaction 
if some amicable agreement conld be 
made by which thhr vexed question 
could be withdrawn from the political 
arena. Sir Charles Tapper said it was 
highly important that the bill should 
be proceeded with from day tj day 
owing to the short time remaining for 
parliament. It was therefore the gov
ernment’s intention to press the mea 
stgre forward st/adily to a conclusion. 
So far frouf gpch aption interfering in 
any way with the negotiation» in Winni;

Mr. Davies proceeded to criticise the 
action of the government in continuing 
to press the bill, when Mr. Ouimet rose 
to a point df order. He thought the 
discussion should be confined to the 
first clause and not to the general 
policy of the government. Mr. Mill- 
claimed that parliament had no power 
to proceed with a bill of this k nd ex
cept as a court of last reaort. By the 
fact of the Winnipeg negotiations it 
was shown that this was not a court of 
last resort. He was proceeding to éla
borât < this point when the chairman 
gave his decision on Hon. Mr. Ouimct's 
point of order that the discussion most 
be confined to the clause. Mr. Mc
Neill thereupon rose and expressed his 
regret that the discussion was shut off 
He moved that the committee rise and 
report progress. Mr. Mulock asked 
8ir Charles Tapper to explain how the 
negotiations at Winnipeg would be fa
cilitated by proceeding with the bill. 
Sir Charles Tapper—I don’t propose to 
discuss any question except the clause 
of the bill before ns. Mr. McNeill’s 
motion having been pat, the flood-gates 
of talk were opened once more. Mr. 
Davies got the floor and soundly be
rated the government for proceed
ing with the bill to-day. He believed 
that it was a coarse calculated to de
stroy any chance of settlemenj. Sir 
Charles Tnpper said Mr. Davies lost 
sight of the fact that only a few days 
remained for the session. If the honse 
suspended operations on the bill it 
conld not be passed before the general 
election. It was because he wanted 
this question to be taken ont of politics 
that the government were asking the 
house to pass the bill. They would be 
branded as insincere if they did not 
pass the measure. Mr. Charlton after 
apologizing, proceeded to fulminate 
against the government for trespassing 
on the liberties of the people. Col. 
O’Brien condemned the government for 
delay in bringing down the measure- 
Forty days bad_ elapsed from the be
ginning of the session before the reme
dial bill was presented to the house. 
Sir Charles Tapper appealed to the bon. 
gentlemen who did .not wish to see this 
unhappy question made an issue at the 
coming elections to the passage of the 
clauses of the bill in case the negotia
tions which were going on in Winnipeg 
should fail, as he had but too great 
reasons to fear they might. Sir Richard 
Cartwright opposed the plan of pro
ceeding with the bill. He continued : 
“ I hope I was not correct in my nn 
derstanding of what the Secretary Of 
State said, that he thought there war 
great danger of these negotiations fail 
ing. Did he say tha( Î” Sir Charles 
Tapper—Yee, I did say that I feared 
thes-« negotiations might fail. Sir 
Richard Cartwright—I am sorry to 
hear it, I had hoped, and I suppose 
that all sides bafi hoped, the contrary 
and it is a very early date for each an 
expression to be given by the Secretary 
of State. I am afraid if, after two or 
three dave’ sojourn in Winnipeg, the 
Secretary of State virtually announced 
on behalf of bis ambassadors, that 
these negotiations have failed, Sir 
Charles Tapper—No, I did not ; I have 
not gone so far as that. I said that I 
bad great fear that they had failed. So 
I have. Sir Richard Cartwright— 
tsnch language, coming from a man in 
his position, can only have one mean
ing, and I am sorry to bear it. And I 
am very much afraid it will be found 
that one reason for failure has been the 
most stupid, undiplomatic action of the 
the government in pressing this matter 
forward, (Derisive ministerial cheers.) 
Hon, Mr Foster pointed ont the incon
sistency of the opposition’s attitude, 
and appealed to the common sense of 
the house whether there had not been 
sufficient discussion and whether the 
honse, having affirmed the principle of 
the bill, it should not be proceeded 
with without obstruction- Mr. Mills 
(Bothwell) contended that the negotia
tions at Winnipeg placed it beyond the 
power of parliament to proceed with 
the bill.
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Hon. Mr. Daly replied and Sir Richard 
Cartwright was speaking when the 
house Tot§6 for dinner. The deputy 
speaker resumed the chair at 8:1!?, and 
immediately pot Mr, McNeil’s motion, 
which was declared lost. Mr. Davies 
then took np the discussion on clause 1. 
which constitutes the Catholic board of 
education in Manitoba, and argued that 
the power of parliament to legislate on 
this matter was confined to the terms 
of the remedial ordjer. Parliament had 
not the power, even if the remedial 
order had so decreed, to alter the ad
ministration of the educational jaw, as 
the administration of that law was pre, 
scribed in Manitoba. Manitoba had 
plenary power to constitute one, two or 
three boards of education, jnst as it 
pleased, and when it exercised that 
power parliament had no right what, 
ever to interfere with it. Inasmuch as 
the remedial order did not provide for 
the re-establisbment of the dual system 
of education, for re-organization of the 
separate school board, parliament was 

verlees to do what the remedial 
order had not stipulated. He therefore 
protested against Ibe passage of the 
clause. Mr. Casey followed in a dis
cursive speech. On being called to 
order repeatedly, be moved that the 
committee rise and report progress. 
He continued to speak amid repeated 
interruptions. Sir Charles Tnpper said 
he would not (jueetion the sincerity of 
the opposition ‘when they said they fie.
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