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THE ATHENS REPORTER, MARCH 7, 1900. ;

LADYSMITH NOW AT LAST FREE!

LADYSMITH'S RELIER

NOT A DAY T00 S00N.

he Garrisbn Was Found to be
in a Deplorable Condition.

THE CANADIANS' ATTACK ON CRONJE

Full Details of Their Plucky Work at
the Boers’ Finish.

J_ondon, March 1.

War Office, London, March 1.
War Office officially announces

that Ladysmith has been relieved

IN MORE DETAIL.
Londen, March 1.—The War Office has

recetved the following despatch, dated Luyttle

ton’s Headquarters,

March 1: General

Dundonald, swith the Natal Carbineers and a

composite regiment cntered Ladysmith last

night.

The country between me and Lady-

smith is reported clear of the enemy. 1 am

moving on Nelthorpe.

Joy in Ladysmith.

T.ondon, March 2. —Lord Dundonald,
with the Natal carbineers and a com-
posite regiment, entered Ladysmith in
trinmph as Gen. I'rench had done at
Kimberley, and the heroic garrison
was overjoyed when he appeared with
the tilings that six brigades were
coming up behind him, and that the
country was clear of the enemy. T!lc
siege »f Ladysmith had begun on No-
vember 2nd, when communications
with Colenso were cut off, on the day
after the disaster at Nicholson’s Nek.
It has been a long and wearisome
defensive campaign, memorable main-
1y for the series ol gallant sorties car-
ried ow% by Gen. Hunter and for the
valorous repulse of the enemy on Jan-
uary Gth, when the fighting was of a
most desperate character. The garri-
son has suffered more heavily from
diseage than from the cnemy’s shell
fire and bullets. 1ts strength was estl-
mated at over 9,000 men when the
siege opened, but this force has been
redauced) by serious fighting, and by
the ravages of typhold fever. General
3uller, when he entered the town “"\?'
terday, found that General White's
soidiers had been reduced to rations
of hall a pound of meal daily, and had
been living on their horses and mules.
CONTINUOUS HEAVY FIGHTING.

They seem (o Lave been In desperatle
straits. Their rasarves of ammunition
were not described, but were prcbably
exhausied. They were not rescued a
day too goon, and were unfic for Op:ra-
tions in the field for the present, The
siege of Ladysmith camz io an qud
unexpeciedly to the garrison. All day
on Wednesday General White was ex-
pecting a BEcer attack, and there was
a false alarm wih a heavy musketry
firing not long before Lord Dundon-
ald's cavairy rode vp. Three shells had
beer. fired from Bulwana on ihe pre-
vious day, and escap: from the towz
was blocked by Beer riilemen at zvery
point. The con‘inuous artiilery and
rifle firing to the sgouth was the as-
suarance that General Buller's army
was [ighiing day after day, and dur-
‘g the lasi few days of the slege
the Boer force; were &2en moving Lo
the northward n smail bands.

The enemy re‘reated quickly, kow-
8ver, as socn as General Buller's de-
cisive victory was won at Pieters, The
guns wers hastily removed fram Bul-

ywana and Grobler’s Klcof, and on the
following day the.whole disirict be-
{ween (olenso and Ladysmith was
clear and the rear guards were dsap-
pearing lowards Laing's Nek.
THE TROOPS THAT ARE FREED.

Following are the troops. which
have been . confined in Ladysmith
since the beginning of November :

* General Sir Geéorge White.

Mounted Rroops — Third valry
Brigade. Major-Genera] BrocKjehursg;
5th Lamncers, 5th Dragoqu Guards,
19th Hussars, 18th ‘{hwurs (less a
squadron captured” Imperial - Light
Horse, Nata)' Carbincero. . Loyneal
Mounted Riffes, i Border Moun %“_
Tles.

Artillery—13 67th, 69th, RJ
A, Ba ug.-00ls Pickwihg ;

s Buller.

21st, 42nd, 53rd, R. F. A. Batter-
ies, Lieut.-Col. Coxhead; No. 210
Mountain Battery, less four guns
captured.

Engineers—23rd and 29th Compan-
q and Balloon Section.

nfantry—Fourth Division, presum.
ably under command of Major-Gen.

Archibald Hunter; 7th Brigade,
Major<General Howard; 1st Devori-
shire, 18t Gloucestershire, 1st Man-
chester. 2nd Gordon Highlanders, 8th
Brigade. Major-General JIon Hamil-
ton; 1st Royal Irish Fusiilers, less
those captured; 1st Leicestershire.
1st King's Royal Rifles, 2nd King's
Royal Rifles. 1st King's Liverpool,
Znd Rifle Brigade.

Naval Brigade—Captain the Hon.
Lambton, H. M. 8. Terrible. About
750 bluejackets, with 4.7-inch guns
and naval Q. ¥. 12-pounders.

Plumer Can Selze Supplies.

Cape Town, Feb. 28.—The Governor
of Cape Colony, Sir Alfred Milner, has
further prorogued the Cape larlia-
ment to April 6th. He has also Issued
a proclamation announcing that the
military authorities are authorized to
impress wagons, horses, oxen, provi-
sions and other necessaries in south-
ern Rhodesin, the articles thus taken
to be paid for at a fair value. Thin
is taken to mean that Col. Plumer’s
column, advancing to the reliefl of
Mafeking, will bo enabled to selze sup-
plies.

A0 N
Cronje Sent to Cape Town.

London, Feb. 28, 8.08 p. m.—The
War Office has recelved the followin
devpatech from Lord Roberts: .

“Paardeberg, Feb. 23—Cronje, with
his family, left nere yesterday in
charge of Major-General Prettyman,
and under the escortv of the City Im-
perial Velunteers and Mounted In-
fantry.

“Later in the day <“he remaining
prisoners went in charge of the Earl
of Erroll, sad escorted by %he Glou-
cestery and a hundred Imperial Vol-
uateers. 1 v

“The women and children are being
sent to their homes. I understand
that great dissatisfaction was felt
by the Boers at Cronje's refusal to ac-
cept my offer of safe conduct to the
women and children and medical care
of the wounded, 170 of whom are now
in our hospital. Very many of them
are in a terrible plight for want of
care at an earlier stage.

“1 inspected the Boers’ laager yes-
terday. and was much struck by the
ingenuity and energy with which the
position was made almost impreg-
nable to assnult.”

The Casualties 12.834.

Loudon, I'cb. 28. — The rapidly-
growing casualty liste ure being clas.
sified as quickly as possible. They
show that up to this morning the
total number of casualties, was 12,
834, of which 2,319 were added
during the last fortnight. Ten of

‘the eleven -Scotch iments lost
rabbut 2,050 men, nm;e'l ht of the

Irish ' regiments 2,000, .Then come-
the Gloucesters and Northumber-
lands, while of mnearly 2,000 colon.

‘ials, the Royal Canadians lost 121

and the Victoria Mounted Contin.
gent 26. The casualtles are classi-

fied thus: Killed. 1,998: wounded,
6,838 ; ml;aiuz. 3,173 ; disease, 830,

) .

Bewalling Cranje’s Defeat.
8St. Petersburg, Feb. 28.—The news-
! papers’ here outdo the rest of the con-
; tinental press in bewaliling General

Cronje’s defeat. They suggest that the

bess help for the Boers would be to
+ create a diversion against Great Brit-
ain elsewhere.

Queen’s Message to Roberts.

London.(’Fab. 28.—In her despatch
to Lord 'Roberts, following the an-
nouncement of the surrender of Gen.
Cronje, ‘Her Majesty said:

“Accept for yourself and for all
under your command my warmest
congratulations n this splendid
news.”

Lord Roberts replied as follows :

“All under my command are
deeply grateful for Your Majesty’s
most gracious message. Congratula-
tions' from their Queen are an honor
the soldiers dearly prize.”

General Buller has wired his thanks
to the Queen for her telegram of
gra(;lous sympathy and encourage-
ment.

Gallantry of Canadians.

London, March 1.—A despa‘ch {o the
Morning Post from Paardeberg says:
“The Camdj;ans were only prevenied
from carrying Gen. Cronja's laager
at’ the point of the bayonet by imper-
ative orders to the contrary. Their
gailaniry s the mmiversal theme of
conversailion.

“We cap:iured 5,000 small arms. Our
tremendous shel fire had scarcely any
appreciable effec' on the Boer
irenches.

“Their wounded during the
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troops in the centré of the town.
He was cheered with heartfelt en-
thusiuem. He addressed the civil-
Ians, and thanked them and the gar-
rison for their maguificent support
through trials which we alone can
realize : We could poesibly have hun
on for six weeks longer, but the pri-
vations would have been great and
sickness and scareity of ammunition
would have limited the number of
assaults  we would have been able
to resist.

A TERRIBLE EXPERIENCE,

“We originally shu)';!{ the siege
with 12,000 troops, 2,0 civillans
and 4,000 natives. Between casual-
ties and sickness 8,000 “soldiers pass-
ed through the hospital. It is im-
possible to over-emphasize the pri-
vations of the sick. Since the middle
of January, a man once down wWas
:practically  lost. The reduced
rations of the goldiers Just
sulficed for their subsistence. Daily,
thirty old horses and mules were
slaughtered and converted into soup
and auaages. From Jan. 15th o now
there have been over

200 DEATHS FROM DISEASE
alone. The last fortnight saw the ma-
Jority of the field batteries unhorsed,
uand the guns permanently posted in
our defences. The cavalry and drivers
were converted into infantry and sent
to the trenches. A line of defences had
been constructed with the view of a
possible final contingency, if the outer
works should be carried.

“'Since the investment the total
casualties have been : Killed or died of
wounds, 24 officers and 235 men ;
died of disease, 6 officers and 340 men;
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GENERAL ' WHITE
Ladysmith’s Heroic Defender.

numbered 80. The mamber of :ike'r
dead we have no: ascerta’ned.”

A despaich to the Times from Colen-
80 says: “Before Sunday's armis:ice,
many of the British wounded had been
ieft out for #6 hours. The Boers gave
them water.”

The miliary critic »f the Times,
dweeling upon the dMfinuliies facing
Gen. Buller, says:

“Although his progress has no: been
S0 great as earlier repor:s had led us
to expeat, the sacrifices his force has
made a‘ready have been grea:. The
couniry Is exactly adapted to the tac-
tios of a 1enacicus rear guard, and the
Boers coniinue their resistance with
the skill and stubboraess Lithertc
thewn, Many difficul:ies  remain wo
be surmcuni: 2.

More Praise for Canadians.

. London, Maxch 1.—A despaich to the
Times from Paardeberg, dated Tues-
day, says:

“The performance of the Canadians
under an absolutely  withering fire,
which caused them to retire fitty
Yards until the engineers had dug
trenches, was splendid. The dim moon-
light anel the cloudy sky alone ren-
dered the enemy’s point-blank fusi-
lade ineffective. The Canadians held
the position until dawn. The great-
est admiration is expressed for their
valor, and It is felt that n new era
has been opened to the Empire, now
that the Candians have uavenged Ma-
juba Hill.”

Londcn, March 2.—Co.onel Rhodes,

brother of Cecil Rhodes, describing in
the Times, the entry ‘mto Ladysmith
of Lord Dundonald and 600 men ‘of’
ihe Imperia! Light Horse and Natal
Carbineers on Keb. 28:h, says:
“It is Jmpossible to depict the en-
tausiasm of the beleaguered garri-
son. Cheer upon cheer ran from posi
io post, and staff officers, civiiians
and so.diers flocked to gree: them.
At the ford of the Klip River women
with-children in their arms tearfully
pressed forward to grasp the hands of
the gailant band. Sisters and broth-
ers, friends and relatives met again.
It wus the most moving scene I have
ever witnessed. The contrast between
the robust ‘troopers of a dosen bat-
tles, and the pale emaciated defemd-
ers of Ladysmiih, was great. The hour
for which we had so patiently waited
had come at last.

wounded, 70 officers and 520 men, ex-
clusive of white civilians and natives.”

Casualties of 27th Feb.

Bondon, March 2.—Gen. Buller'a cas-
ualties among his officers during the
lighting of Yeb. 27th wera: Killod—
Col. O’'Leary, of the ‘Lancash'res ;
Major Lews, Capt. Sykes and Lieut.
S mpson, of the Scots Fusiliers ; Lizut,
Mourlyan, of tios Warwickshires, and
L'eut., Daly, of the Irish Fusiliers.
Wounded—Gen. Barton and Col. Carr,
of the S:ots Fusiliers, and 23 othors.

]
BULLER AND WHITE.

The Relief of Ladysmith Didn’t Come
u Day Too Soon,

Londoa, March 2 —The Dally News,
commenting on Gen. Buller's victory,
suys that with the relief of Lml:y-
smith the Boer invasion of the British
colonies is rolled back, and the first
chapter of the war is closed. 1t adds
that the intense feeling of relief caused
by the gool news finds a proper vent
in grateful admiration of all who have
immediately been concerned in the vic-
tory. Recognizing the truth of the
Marquis of Lanhsdowne’s apportion-
ment of praise, the Daily News lauds
Gen. Buller’s dogged perseverance,
and the imperturbable equanimity
with which, after each failure, he set
himself to try again with undimin-
ished cheeriness.

It says:

“Reading between tho lines of Gen,
Buller's despatch, everybody will see
how very near a thing it wasat Lady-
smith, and how narrow a margin was
left for resistance. It was only by a
very little that a terrible, almost un-
paralleled, ealn::(;ty to the RBritish
arms was averted. Some perception of
all' thie enters into the remarkable,
almost delirious enthusiasm with
which the tidings of the rellef have
been received -y the Empire. The re-
joicing ie matural, and legitimate, but
it must be remembered that  the
end is not yet.” a

The paper approves of the sending

further reinforcements, as an.
non:lnced by ﬁt.ll‘: Marquis of Lansdowne,
an rges at equally energetic
measires be taken to supply ho‘vr:eu
to the army. )

The Morning Standard saye that all
-credit is due Gen. Buller for the steady
déteymination with which he hammer.

“Gen. White and his staff met the

ed ug;ny at the serrated breastwork
of the stoney hills behind v_rlllch the
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Modder River, March 1.—(Globe's

pecial Despatch.)—Paardeberg Driflt,
Feb. 28.—It Is admitted on all sides
that the attack made on the enemy’s
trenches by the Royal Canadians yes-
terday morning helped materially to
force the surrender-of- General Cronje.
The whole regiment did splehdidly, but
G and H Companies excelled all others
in the work of building the advanced
trenches under a heavy fire. Their
casualties, a8 a consequence, bear a
heavy proportion to the total. After
General Cronje’s surrender General
Lord Roberts addressed the troops,
and specially complimented the Cana-
dians on the share they had borne in
the achlevement of the victory. The
casualties sustained by the Royal Can-
adians were as follows :

THE DEAD—13.

Toronto Men (C Company):

¥. C. Page, G. G. B. G.
Ottawa Men :-

W. 8. DPrady, 43rd Batt.

C. T. Thomas, G. G. F. G,

F. J. Living, 43rd, Ottawa.
Montreal Men :

F. Wasdell, 3rd Victoria Rifles.
Quebec 1len:

B. Withy, R. C. A.

G. Orman, 93rd Batt.

A. Roy, 65th Batt. !
Maritime Vrovinces (G and H Com-

panies):

F. L. Withers, R. C. A.

W. A. Riggs, Charloiietown Engin-
eers.

B. Scott, R. C. R. IL.

J. M. Johnson, 62nd Bait.

In the above list of dead Brady,
Thomas, Living, Wasdell and Roy died
of wounds received in the final action
on Tuesday morning.

THE WOUNDED-32.

Lieut.Col. 0. C. C.
Siaff Officer (slightly).

Lieut. C. G. Armstrong.
Toronto Men (C Company) :

C. W. Allan, Q. O. R.

J. R. Vickers, 10:h R. G.

H. Ceozzins, 31st Batt.

N. Gray, Sault Ste. Marie Rifles.

C. Holland, 16:h Prince Edward
Batt.

J. T. McConnell, G. G. F. G.

G. G. L. Hulme, 15:h A. L. L.

Bugler Smith.
Montreal Men (E Company) :

T. E. Haugh, R. C. R. 1.
Quebec Men (F Company):

Peppeatt, R. C. A.

J. K. McDonald, 3rd Batt.

A Bagot, 65th Mount Roya! Rilles.

Pellelier,
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i The Casualty List
| in the Canadian Force

FREDERICK HAMILTON'S LATEST SPECIAL TO THE TORONTO GLOBE.
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H. Proulx, 6&th Bnu_/'\.\

R. Harrison, M. G. A/, or ©. H. Hare
rison, 2nd R. C. A,

A Sutherland, civilian,

O. Matfneson, 2nd Field Battery.

A. Theriaulty, 9:h Batt.

J. Sievert, 93rd Batt.

Maritime Province men, G aud H
companies : /

James Quinn, R. C. R. I 4

H. Leavitt, 71st Battallon.
J:“l.nw. Coombes, 62nd Battalion, St.

H. rradsham, R. C. R.

W. W. Donahue, 3rd R. C, A.

A. Simpson, 8rd C. A.

F. W. Sprague, 3rd C, A.

C. Hancock, Hglifax Bearer com.

ny.
Arthur Pllkey, 62nd St. John
Fusiliers,
J. A. Harris, 82nd Battalion,
H. E. Durrant, 74th Battalion.
Nelson C. Brace, Charlottetown En-

rs.

ASUALTIES ON FEB. 20TH.

unded : o

ronto men, com) i
R. Kidner, Q. O. R. o
J. Burton Holland, civilian.
Quebec, 'F company :
W. Downing, 62nd Battalion.
Halifax, H company :
A. Parker, 68th Battalion.
MISSING MEN REPORTED SAFE.
G. B. Corbould, 5th R. C. A., Victo-
ria, B. C,, A company.

W. G. Adams, 7th Battalion, London,
B company. ;

W. J. Burns, 26th Batt.,'B Company.

Capt. Arnold, of A Company, who
was wounded in the first engagement
on Sunday, Feb. 18th, was sent to the
bas¢ (presumably at Orang?2 River),
and dled on Friday, Feb. 23rd.

I ick Hamilton,,
THE CASUALTIES TO DATE.
The death list now amounts to a

total of 39, viz.:

Died from disease ... .. .. .. .. I

Killed in action, Feb. 18th ... ... ... 1

Died from wounds received In
action on Feb. 18th

Killed in action, Feb. 27th ... ...

Died from wounds obtained in
action Feb. 27th ... .. o. o. .. ©

TORAD oo siv. ais: soer ioss pem i s, oo B
In'addition there were about 95
wounded. The only name mentioned
in the wounded furnished by the Mili-
tia Department and not included in the
longer l'st cabled by Mr. Hamilton is
that of Pte., W. C. Unkafe, 62ud St.
John Fusillers.
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investing force was entrenched. The
siege of Ladysmith will not be an epi-
sode in British military annals which
can be looked back upon with unalloy-
ed satisfaction, but in one respect
there was no failure. The British sol-
diers and the colonial auxuiaries
proved worthy of the best traditions
of the army. The stern consistency
with which the garrison held out
against all the depressing influences
of the siege was equalled by the splen-
did gallantry with which the relieving
column, foiled again and again, stiil
returned to the assault.

The Standard takes a sanguine view
of ‘the future-Ccampaign, which, it de-
clares, looks alvogether hopeful, but it
does not think that the time has come
to relax_thé efforts to amply reinforce
the generals.

The Daily Telegraph says: * Never

since the delivery of Lucknow has the,
empire been 8o thrilled to its utmost
soul by splendid pride and  strange
pathas by any advent as by the relief
of Ladysmith. Britain had never
known a more bitter thought than
that the difficulties obstructing its
relief might prove insuperable, as they
were unparalleled, and that after the
terrible sacrifices on the part of the
garrison, all might be lost. But the
hour of change from gloom to gladness
8 as swift and as radiant as the dis-
persal of the mist by the magic of
morning. The enemy is folled at every
point, and is broken right, and
ceutre upon the firet line of war. It
is at such moments that an earnest-
people lifts its soul to God.”
The per heartlly coungratulates
Gen. Buller, who, it sdys, has not ocly
achieved the hardest task ever set for
any English general since the Penin-
sular struggle, but has successfuliy
grappled with difficulties as immense
a8 were ever surmounted in the history
of war.

The Chronicle says that one salient
point stands out beyond anything
else, that is that the spot 80 long dom-
inated by the Boers knows their dom-
inaiton no more. That will give the
British cause to rejsice for the mom-
eni, but to-morrow they will betake
ithomselves aga:n to the business of
the campaign. There are hardships
o be borne and batties to be won,
probably as numercus as any uvhat
have gone before. S:iil, an mpression
has certainly been made upon the
enemy’s defence, and tthe moral ef4
fect® of Gen. Roberts’ victory and the
crowning mercy at Ladysmith are
sure to be at least as great as the'r
physical effeci.

The Daily Graphic declares that the
story of the siege and re.ief of Lady-
smith will rank as a fine page in
British history. Gen. White's firm
stand and Gen. Buller's unquenchable
piuck have shown the world that the
British soldier has not fallen a whit
from the glorious traditions which it
is his business io maintain. It adds
that it is perhaps vain to nops that
the triumphs of the past week will
bring in vheir train speedy peace, but
one of their resulta :s to give the
British a much freer hand, and if,
D ently with the interests of the
Empire, that hand can hold out an
olive branch to the misguided Boers,
the valor of the British soldiers will
have produced iis noblest fruit.

War Notes.
‘The Marquis of Hgriford arrived at
Hallfax on the steamship Lake Ontario
to eee his eon, who is a member of
8trathcona’s Horse. The Earl of Caith-

ONTARIO PUBLC SEHDOLS

Total Amount Expended Upon
Them $4,043,233.

—

ABOUT THE HIGH SCHOOLS.

The report of the Minister of Educa-
tion for 1899 will shortly be presented
to the Legislature. ‘The Public schools
of Ontario at the end of 1898 num-
bered 5,587, an increase for the year
of 138,

_ There were 345 Scparate schools, or
© more than in the previous year.

Theé total amount exp:znded on Pub-
lic schools was $4,048,283, or $12y,-
732 more than in the previous twelve
months.

Of the former sum $2,747,1560 was
for teachers’ salar:es, while $426,42:2
was expended on sites and buildings,
and $869,652 on all other purposes,

‘The total number of registered puptis
of all ages in the Public schools during
the year was 436,727, or a decrease
ol 4,430.

The average attendance was 247,-
780, a decrease of 768.

In the Roman Cathelic Baparate
8chools there were 41,667 pupils, wn
increase of 47, while the average at-
tendance amounted to 25,671, or an
increase of 675.

The Kkindergartens. numbered 116,
with 240 teachers, and there was an
increase of 390 in the pupils attend-

There were 8,465 teachers employed
in the Public schools during the year,
of whom 2,665 were men and 5,800
women. The maje teachers decrea:ed
by 34, and the female teachers in-
creasel by 128, a net increass of 8).
The number of teachers who atvended
i Normal school amounted to 3,585,
an increase of 106.

‘The number of pupils in attendance
at the 180 High schools was 23,301, a
decrease of 1,080. The teachers num-
bered 571, and the expenditure for all
purposes in the High schools was
$729,009.

It is also wortby of notice that
the number of puplls receiving instrue-
tion in temperance and hyglene has
increased from 38,926 in 1882 to
219,776 in 1898.

: In 1898 the number of kindergartens
had increased to 116, with 240 teach-
ers, attemded by 11,088 pupils under
six years of age.

The Minister refers to two or three
very striking changes in the ten-
dency of higher education, which ap-
pear from a study of tae classifica-
tion of high schools and colleglate in-
stitutes. According to these a larger
percentage of .pupils in attendance
to-day study bookkeeping, French,
German and drawing, and a smaller
percentage of pupils give their at-
tention to Latin and Greek.

In 1872 486 high school puapi's,
when they had finished their high
school education, entered mercantile
life. In 1898 the number had increas-
ed to 1,491. Similarly 300 high
school pupils left the high school for
agricultural pursuits, and in 1898
1,050 pupils pursued a similar conrse.
In all, the high schools ve to mer-
cantile life and to agriculture in 1898
2,541 pupils of well-
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