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WAS HIDDEN WITH CERMAN DEAD

The. First Attacking Wave Was Soon a Mass of Corpses—The Sec-

ond Met the Same Fate—No
Carnage and Fearful Din of

Dam the Meuse—French Artillery Take Terrible Toll of German

Advances

Words Can Describe the Herrible'
Battle—Bodies of German Dead

PARIS, Mar. 4. (delayed by censor).
<The epic battle of Douaumont, which
regulted yesterday in‘a French tri-
umph proves to-day to have been the
fiercest -and bloodiest engagement of
the whole war.

Anxiety such as has not been felt
since the first month of the war grip-
ped Paris as the foe slowly pushed
his way towards Verdun’s real de-
fences. Inner circles received word
Saturday afternoon through German

wireless that the strong position of!

[Youaumont had been
.The dismay caused by this news
was not dissipated until Premier
jriand entered the lobby of the Cham-
ber of Deputies this evening and an-
nounced to the anxious
that the battle was going on
undiminished ‘violence, but that
French counter-stroke had
Douaumont,

The Germans advanced first into
Champneuville and then carried Dou-
anmont, while commands
from its extremity.
angued by the Kaiser

lost.

with
the
rewon

the plains
After being har-
personally,

tof machine gun fire,
statesmen |

one!

French were about to evacuate Douau-
mont, the Brandenburgers were able
to pluck the prize.

Germans Swept Out.

Within ‘an hour newswof this fact
was posted in Berlin, but while Ber-
lin was celebrating the German vie-
tory part of the immense French
force held in reserve about Verdun
was sent into action. It was only
one corps—a mere fraction of the
fresh troops which France had con-
centrated to stem the tide—but it
swept Douaumont clean, rendering
the titanic German sacrificeg vain.

Caught between a converging bar-
rier fire and desolated by a whirlwind
the battle-worn
German resistance hroke before the
on-rushing of the fresh - divisfons.
Never in history had French troops|
attacked more hrilliantly.

Every source of information from
the front emphasizes the fact that the
charge of the reserve army corps was
an immortal exploit.

e

For the third time ‘the Kaiser. who ;J T
was following the fortunes of the bat- |

tle in the rear, ordered that Douau‘-
mont be retaken at all costs.

" Carried Once Mote. :

call,
heavy guns ploughing bloody furro"rv 8
1n their ranks they carried  Douat-
mont once more, while further west
“Du Poivre” was also retaken.

ever, definitely broke the  offensive.
The worn and exhausted Germans
bent before this final terrific on-
slaught, their thinned lines falling

of Champneuville, (‘ote du Poivre~and
Dotiaumont.

Such was the graphic account of
the battle " furnished by Premier
Briand.

To-day an eyewitness supplied the
following narrative of another episode
of the battle, which extended across a
front of not more than seven miles:

“The preliminary German bombard-
ment of the trenches levelled every‘
thing. Not a trace could be found for
miles of the barbed wire defences. /

“Here and there fragments of a
trench or its parapets remained stand-
ing, but no real cover was left,

Countless thousands. of shells -had
churned up the terrain like a plough-
ed field upon which the snow fell,
leaving a ‘‘No-Man’s Land” with' a
smooth carpet of pure white.

Beginning the Attack.

The foe reformed his ranks,

turned to the attack

re-

“The gunfire slackened and in the
| distance dark masses advanced down

with (le:perate the ravine which intersects the undu-

|
of his favorite regiments, the Tw ent\-t(oma"e and recaptured his positions. llatmg Meuse landscape. A telephone

fouth Bradenburgers.
to

was thrown in-

the burning cauldron. As the

i
A second French counter stroke drove
jpositions set the batteries in action.

him out again.

message from the advanced French
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THE BIG ACADIA ENGINES
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They Make Fishing a Pleasure.

The Big, Simple, Heavy-Duty ACADIA

Engmes are the best known Motor

in Newfoundland.

Because when we sell an Acadia to a fisherman he has
such good success and is so well satisfied that he tells all
his friends and they in turn tell theirs, and the outcome is
that once an Acadia Engine is sold in a settlement we

VWHY ?

.- obliterate competition.

Our factory is working day and night trying to get
~ engines ahead for the Spring trade, and we would advise
_all intending purchasers to order at once to ensure early

delivery.

" Now is the Time and Here is the Place..
Call, Wrzte, or Wire.

Engines
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ACADIA (AS ENGINE CO,,

- 250 Water Street, St. John's.

Head Offroc and Factory,
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The Brandenburgerg TraIli‘ed to thé ‘
With - French lght guns .and|

A final French counter-stroke, how- |

back and leaving the French masters|.

, MARCH 14,

1916—3.

A ‘reat Programme at THE NI CKEL To-Day

ee THE ‘WIN (K)SOME WIDO!

A Broadway—star feature in four parts presentmg Cissy Fntzgerald supported by the all-star Cxtagraph cast.

ANlTA STEWART and

in

EARLE- WILLIAMS,

“*THE GODDESS *

Fifteenth and LAST chapter of the serial beautiful.

WEDNESDAY—ELAINE—FRIDAY—WHO PAYS ?
Performances Throughout the LENTEN SEASON for the Clty RELIEF Fund

-our positions.
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| tothing could -urge it on.
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“I saw geveral German regiments

‘marching ‘steadily “down one ravine.

Our shells tore ghastly holes in their
compact mass,~ but new troops- imme-
diately - filled the gaps. Watching
through field glasses, 1 saw several
groups of Germans. drop in the snow,
which was ‘covered with hlood.

“The first attacking wave was soon
a mass-of corpses. The second wave
met the same fate without imperilling
No words can describe
the horrible carnage and fearful din
of the hattle.

“More Germans were thrown in.
There seemed mo end- to their num-
bers. But they could not get through
the bleoody corridor. Our big guns had
got their range and shells three feet
high, burst in their midst, throwing
out flames on all sides.

“Through my glasses I could no
longer say whether it was soil or hu-
man limbs that were cast high in the
air by our shell fire. Finally when
the corpses, completely barred the
ravine the Germans desisted.”

Bodies Dam the Meuse.

Throughout the battle, French bat-
teries had enfiladed the Meuse rav-
ines. In several places the bodies of
Germans formed ' Iruge dams, check-
ing the flow of the“water .inte the
Meuse.. As the melting snow: increas-
es the rush of the streams the dams
give way and the blood-stained water
carries hundréds of-corpses into the
river.

Shells began to fall_in the town on
Saturday. Sunday was quiet, but on
Monday showers of shells fell every
few minutes. The firing continued all
Monday. night.

. One refugee- says he witnessed a
night fight in the rear of his village,
Forges, on-the left bank of the Meuse,
The battlefield was lighted as bright
as day by the flares and. star shells.
Great masses of German infantry
came on under cover of their artillery.

For some time the French guns
were silent, then, when the Germans
entered a basin-shaped depression,
there came a deluge of shells, doing
terrific execution. On. one sector
alone, 100 yards long and 50 . deep,
thousands -of Germans were killed.

As We areﬁS"_e_en Abroad

.-8ST. JOHN’'S N.F—Feb. 25.—Fear-
ing that the colony of ‘Newfoundland
will face a food famine in May or
June unless immediate action is taken
to secure : better ~facilities, the St.
Joht’s board of trade has made a vig-
orous demand on the colonial govern-
ment to procure steamers. The board
in” a statement today asked that ar-
rangements be made with.the British
governinent to provide steamerg even
if it becomes necessary for the colo-
nial government to subsidize them.
Newfoundland has already faced a
similar problem tregarding coal. Last
December a coal shortage caused by
a lack of vessels to dbring it here,
forced the governmént to commandeer
all the available coal in St. John’s
and distrlbute it to the- people in small
Tots. " There s al80™a shortage of salt
for’ fish curing. The colony ‘uses
ahout 60,000 tons annually, but so far
only "10,000 ‘tons have been . received.
The colonial govennment however, is

| niegotlating, with Y6 'British admiralty

to secure ships to fmport salt  from
Spain and S‘lcily.——Bostor: ‘Paper

A Geod One

. Some -time ago a __local corps. was
reviewed by Sir lan Hamilton,
and there is a story that one of the
mountéd “on 4 horse
that had - previously distinguished

3 itselt‘ in _a bakery business.

A wag in the crowd is _supposed
to -have recognized the horse. for
he shouted ouf, “Baker!” The
Horse promptly stopped dead, and
The sit,-

when

uation was gettmg,, Bainful

7 the officer . was; struck _Wwith a bril—
| liant- idea,

and remarked
hearing. distance. -of - his .

wﬁhrn
' _steed

2 "‘Not to-day, thank you.”;_ &

- The procession then. moved on

: without turther del

iffe Rea y "
Lerman Attacks|

Verdun Onslaught May Be Pre-
liminary to Other Big Opera-
tions—Joffre Will Not
Caught Napping—Has all Pos-
sible Done to Meet German At-
tacks—Will Deliver the Goods
When Moment Comes

PARIS, March 4—(Delayed) —The

press and public of France are mys-|,
tified at the continued pause in thel

German attacks around Verdun.
(‘aution, born of experience, leads
gencrally to the rejection of the view
that the Germans have given up .all
hcepe of trying to capture the Lor-
raine fortress. It is thought more
likely that they are merely resting
before starting afresh with greater
energy. It is believed in many quar-
ters that the attack on Verdun, was
cnly o preliminary to operations on
a much larger scale, for the purpose
¢of trying to crush the French once
and for all. However, that may be
it 'is affirmed that General Joffre is
fully prepared for all eventualities.
So far only the local French reserves
‘nave been called upon at Verdun, the
greatggeneral reserve forces remain-
ing intact for use in repelling other
heavy onslaughts or for carying out
a great counter attacks when the op-
portune moment comes.

The question ' is raised as to whet-
er the next German attack will
again be at Verdun, or along the
front from the Somme to the Aisne,
as it 'is known that the Germans
have been making preparations along
the . latter lines, the southern limit
of which is many miles nearer to
Paris than Verdun. These prepara-
tions, however, are not so elaborate
as those which had been made for
Verdun, and should the Germans at-
tempt the Ilatter plan, the military
obeservers say they would be liable
to a flank attack by the British in
Artois and Flanders.

On the other hand, if the Germans
c‘on‘tinue‘ their assaults against Ver-
dun, from the plain of the Woevre,
their infantry will have to attack
virtually unsupported by the heav-
iest of the German guns, it is
argued, as the water soaked clay
soil of the Lorraine plain makes the
transport of such guns almost im-
possible.

The plain is only crossed by four
military roads, and troops and light
artillery obliged to deploy in the
open under fire from the French pos-
itions on the heights of the Meuse.

Two *valleys leads to Verdun from
the plain. Both are blocked by forts
Des Tavannes  and Rozellierand
everywhere else, the infantry would
face thickly wooded heights, with a
straight drop of 250 feet. The .Ger-
mans would have here, however, all
the resources of Metz within easy
reach.

THE HEIGHT OF
SATISFACTION

is reached at our market. You get
the best of Meats, the right cuts,
the correct weight, sanitary hand-
lmg and good service. Can you|
‘ask more?

Come here when you are lGB‘kx
ing for satxsfactxon in

CHOICE MEATS
M. CONNOLLY

“Duckworth Street.

be |

THE CRESGENT PIGTURE ‘Pmcf 1

“THE NATURAL MAN 3

A Vitagraph 2 Reel Special Feature. A millionairess, dxsgusted 5
with Society, is captivated by the instinctive goudness
of a.modern cave-man, his mistakes are laughable,
but his qutlelessness and manliness adorable;
featuring MYRTLE GONZALEZ. -

“THE AVENGING SEA.”

A Biograph Sea Drama with Isabel Rea and Wm. J. Butler.

“A DOUBLE WINNING.”

A Melo-Drama. The cast includes Helen Bray, Charles H. West
and Harry Carey.

“‘The Starring of Flora chhurch »
A Rich»Comedy, featuring Flora Finch.

GOOD MUSIC AND EFFECTS.
A COMFORTABLE AND WELL VENTILATED THEATRE.

On WEDNESDAY,

“The Confession of Madame Barastoff.,”
A Russian Military Feature in 3 Reels.

NOTICE !

All Local Councils, in the sttrrchof
I'willingate, will please send their district.
assessments of Five Cents per member,
to Fred. House, jr., District Treasurer,
Twillingate. |

W. B. JENNINGS, D.C.

COOPERS, ATTENTION!

We are Sole Agents for the BEST -
BARREL HEATER in the Country

We have them now ready for delivery.

R CALLAHAN Water St

)
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100 GOOD LOGGERS

Are still required- by

A.N. D. CO.

For the Logging Camps at

Millertown & Badger.

Wages Average $24 and Board.

GOOD MEN STAYING TO ¢

mﬂm.m.h LR L

End of Chop

~Will be paid $26 per month.
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TAKE TRAIN T0 MILLERTOWN OR BADGER




