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We have the
W. H. Anderss
Central OfMes vers
the self-sacrifice of
t'nion No. 9% who
trouble at this busy
to go over and help 1o get the
dale peaple e organized

In fulfithiment of a promise
1o two Wellsdale men who drove
or ten miles Lo the regular meeting of

mneh
those members ol
took the time and
season of the year

Wells

granted
cight

hewbherry Union No 9% on August T,
to ask for help, in re-organizing the
Wellsdale Union, five members of the ;
Dewberry  Local journeyed Lo the

Wellsdale sehoolhouse on August 21
Unfortunately, three of the five were
unable to remain for the meeting, which
did not comnence till late in the even-

ing A\ spell of warm \\_v;-th--r had
brought harvesting  on with a rush,
thus necessitating haste with the fin

st*dason

ishing operations of the hayin
However, to the pleasure of those far
mers who attended the meeling the re
maining two were able Lo sty and give
sueh adviee, information and encour
agement as several years ol U'P= A
membership enabled them to hmpart
The Wellsdale  Union  was - organ
izedd a number of years ago in a really
good distriet, the people of which are
mainly engaged in dairying and stock
raising, but for some reason not very
apparent, the union never seemed t'n
have got properly onto its feet We
hope that as a result of our visil this
union will shortly he in good working

order
ssgme of those attending the meet
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This Section of The Gulde Is conducted ofclally for the United Farmers of Alberta by
P. P. Wooedbridge, Secretary, Calgary, Alberta, to whom all communi-
cations for this page should sent.

ing were from the adjoining distriet of
[fusyivia, as the people of both these
places think of coaleseing in one strong
boody The attendance of P. S0 Austin,
of Ranfurly, distriet director and or-
ganizer, had  been  requested,  but
brought a prompt response from him
that he regretted the time was too
short to make satisfactory arrange
ments to be with them on this

sion, but would be much pleased to
visit them later Accordingly this
meeting chose the temporary chairman
s secretary, and decided to arrange a
date  with  Mr Austin - when  they
they could get a large crowd
and have more choiee in electing per
manent officers It is hoped to secure
at least fifty members, so that we can
expect soon to have the satisfaction of
secing Wellsdale-Rusylvia, which we
have been watehing for some time, put
on the UF.A. map asyp live and power-

neci-

ful unit of our progressive organiza-
tion."'
GOVERNMENT SEED
J. D, Smith, superintendent of . the

Seed and Weed Branch of Alberta De-
partment of Agriculture, writes calling
attention to the report of the Colinton
Union, No. 540, which appeared in
The Guide on August 4. The report
referred to the weed question and the
introduction into the neighborhood of
wild oats, buckwheat, mustard, ete.,
thru seed shipped in for the assistance
of settlers who had poor erops last
vear

Mr. Smith points out that the reso
Iution does not distinguish between the
Dominion and Provineial governments,
referring to both under the term “our
government.”  As a matter of faet, the
seed grain was distributed by the Do
minion government, whereas the pro
vineial government is responsible for
the enforeement of the Noxious Weeds
AYH | It is not, therefore, correet to
sayv that the government “which is con-
tinually reminding the farmers to keep
their land free from weeds™ is res-
ponsible for the “injustice of contam
inating a new and virgin district with
noxious weeds and undoing the work
done by the good farmers of the dis
triet.” '

BENEFITS Or ORGANIZATION

The following report been re-
ceived from Cloyd Foster, Seeretary of
Lunnford Union No. 109, which was
recently organized:

‘I take pleasure in forwarding the
enelosed names of paid-up members in
mr local. 1 think it possible to make

has

our organization a power for good. We
have already effeeted a saving by buy-
ing our binder twine together in one

large order AL present. [ am negaolia

ting for a lower threshing rate for
our Union, with good prospeets for
SHOCESS Wi iso  look forward to
much pleasure in a soecial way  this
winter and trust the organization will
Prove 4 SUeeess \s | am anxious to
promote the work you might send me

organization reports, annual 1
and 1 shall en
unions or

ports and constitutions,
degvor to gelt o few more
ganized.'

THE NEW ZEALAND SYSTEM OF
FARM LOANS

I have before me the State Advanees
\et of New Zealand, datedSJdecember
i, 1913, and I think #t may be interest
ing, if I analyze its main provisions, »=o
far as they apply to farm loans The
\et is a Dominion measure, not provin
clal I think a provineial law would
be more likely to be adapted to our
provincial conditions, and to be admin
istered in harmony with them

The Act is administered by
intendent, appointed by a
stoner.” whao is appointed
Publie serviee Aet, 1912
intendent is Cassisted”

a super
Lommis-
unded the
The super
the State Ad-

vances Board, whose resolutions  are
binding on the superintendent This
board consists of the superintendent,

the under seeretary of erown lands, the

viluer-general, and two other mem-
hers appointed by the government. It
is thus a government board.  Further,
the governor by order-in-council, may
make regulations covering the whole
business of the Advances . Office, in-
cluding even-“specifyving the rules of
zood hushandry,” regulating, 1 suppose,
the farming on lands mortgaged to the
government for a loan.

The business of this board, so far
as it relates to farmers, is to make ad-
vances to settlers: on first vmorfgage.
The various lands, on which advanees
can be made, ‘are specified in-the Act,
but I will confine myself to “freehold
land,” which may correspond somewhat

with our ordinary patented or pur
chased land
The valuation of all land is to be

made by the Valuer-General of the
government “First security”
land is entitléd to a loan which shall
run for 364 vears. “Second class se-
curity” secures a loan for 30 years, and
“third security” for 20 years.

The interest .charged is to  be
one-half per eent. above the interesl
paid by the government. In the Act
of 1913, basing on payving 4% per cent,
interest on the government debentures,
the government is to eharge 5 per cent.
interest on farm loans, plus the amor-
tization charge for the repayment of
the loan. That works out in the fol-
lowing manner: On “‘first class secur-
ity loans, repayable in 36} years, the
horrower pays 6 per cenl. per annum,
in twao half-yvearly instalments of 3 per
cent. each: b per cent per annum of
this is interest and 1 per cent per an-
num capital,  On “second elass seeur
ity loans, repayvable in 30 years, the
horrower pays nearly 63 per cent. per
annum, of which 5 per cent. is interest.
On “third elass security” loans repay-
able in 20 vears, the annual pavment
is nearly 8 per cent., of which 5 per
cent. is interest,

The reader will see that the money
for loans to settlers is raised by a
straight government loan, on the se
curity of the taxes of the Dominon of
New  Zealand, and that the interest
charged to farmers is one-half per cent
more than the interest paid by the goy

class

class

ernment. I have no information econ
cerning any amendment to this  Aet,

since the end of 1913. If the act is
not amended, the working of it has
probably stopped under the war con-
ditions, for the aet does not allow the
government to borrow at more than 5
per cent, interest, and I should suj
pose it will not be possible for New
Zealand to borrow at 5 per cent. at
present,

Besides the interest, the
has to pay all the fees for
mortgaging and registration
ings have to be insured and
repair,

The superintendent has power to call
for immediate payment of the whole

borrower
valuation,
The build-
kept in

debt and to foreclose at onee without
notice  if any instalment is a fortnight
overduae There are many other pro
visions in the Act: many other classes
of loans: I have simply tried to give
the main provisions that bhear on our

subjeet of long time farm loans

The Dominion of New Zealand, with
its ten provinees, has horrowed for ad
vanees to o settlers about 42 million
dodlars, has oulstanding on mortgages
about 374 million dollars ; 1 Peseryve
frund-of-=256.6000 and-earried fopward
a profit at end of Mareh, 1914, of near
Iy one and a half million dollars, Most
of the loans are under 22.250.00, the
iwverage amount of all loans being about
%2.000.00

las

This is a zovernment scheme, en
tirely under government control, open
to all the dangers of political influence
ind abuse,  Herbert = “the
most important thing about a law is the
kind of national echaracter which it
tends to form This law tends to
make the people entirely dependent on
the government, not self-reliant

Nneer savs,

The money is raised on the public
credit of New Zealand : the interest s
pends on what that publie eredit s
warth in the money market The bor
rower pays one-half per eent, mors
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than it costs the goverment to borrow

the money. Suppose under present war

conditions  money costs the govern-

ment 6 per cent., the farmer woutld

pay 63 per cent. interest, and his amor

tization instalments would be:

On first elass security, 361 years, 71
per cent. annually.

on second class security, 30
per cent, annually.

On third class security, 20
per cent. annually.

This plan does not give the farmer
any cheaper money than any well or
ganized co-operative association would
do: nor longer time, nor easier terms
of repayment.

As a Dominion arrangement it is
workable in so small a country as New
Zealand, in Canada, I think, it would
be unworkable. It would have to be
a provineial measure. New Zealand is
not half the size-of Alberta, measuring
nearly 105,000 square miles against,
\lberta's 250,000,

JAMES SPEAKMAN.

vears, 8

years, 91

A VISIT TO VULCAN AND LETH-
BRIDGE

Oon August 17 I had a meeting at
Vulean, where we started the U.F.A.
up again, and I hope in such a splen-
did distriet,” and with so sueccessful
a  co-operative society, the farmers
will build. up a very powerful union.
From Vulean at the request of Viee-
President Dunham, I went on to Leth
bridge, attended an interesting meet-
ing at Coaldale, and saw what 1 could
see in the short time, of the farms near

Lethbridge. The grain ecrops were
splendid: the men. were busy on the
alfalfa  fields, and the great growth

of alfalfa on the irrigated lands was a
revelation to me.  Mr. Fairfleld showed
me over the experimental farm; and
my greatest surprise  there was the
apple orchard, where a number of apple

trees showed a very considerable load
of really zood apples.
I also went thra the Coaldale- Nur

series with my old friend Areh. Mitehell
who is certainly doing a fine work for
the provinee in raising and acclimatiz-
ing many Kinds of bushes and trees. |
knew, of course, from my own ex-
perience, and that of many others, that
we  could raise currants and rasp-
berries, but I have always been skep-

tical about raising other fruits in Al-
herta When I looked over Mr.
Mitehell's  thousands  of  trees and
bushes, and saw the orchard on the

experimental farm, 1 felt that in some
parts of this province at any rate, sue-
‘ess with currants, gooseberries, rasp-
berries, black ecurrants, strawberries,
apples, cherries and plums was pretty
certain, ana I expeet to see during the

next years a considerable inerease in
little  farm orchards. If they don't
bring in money, they will make. the

farms pleasanter as homes.

I found in Lethbridge an interesting
experiment going on of co-operation
hetween eity men and farmers in the
live stock business About 70 Leth
hridge citizens guarantee 8150 cach to
reliable farmers in the vicinity
of Lethbridge in buying live stock, par
licularly dairy cows. .On the security
of this guarantee a bank advances the
money, to the extent of 2300 to 2500
to each farmer. The farmer practically
buys the cattle himself for cash, gives
the bank a lien note on them and Thir
inerease, and payvs off the loan in say
six months to two vears There is a
reserve of 5 per cent. taken, as a kind
of insurance on the cattle In this
Way the farmer gets the cattle at the
lowest cash price, and has a reasonable
time to repay the loan with interest to
the bank This is a help to farmers
whao could not secure the bank eredit
for themselves,  So far £5,19%.36 has
been given out in this way The busi-
men in the eity look upon it as
a reasonable way of improving their
town business by inereasing the pros
perity  of  their  country customers
Perhaps other towns and cities
willtgo and do likewise
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