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The Life of Lord Strathcona

3y “IRONQUILL"

Concluded from April 14 lssue

ext came 1l deal with thd Mac
daonald Government at Ottawa by whit
the Canadian Pacifie Rallway Gorpora
tion was created Donald A =rmmith
and his associabs n that dey vt

Mre.Preston, Cseenred the most stuper
dous econtract eyver made under re

sponsible govermnent in | history

thie world The future Lord Strath
cona again became a noted flgure in
Parliament, this time o i upporter

of the Machaonald Government

A whole sepies of articles would be
remarked, to L
Preston

necessary, a8 alreasd
the story of the CP.R N1
at the outset of the fifteenth chapter
his book, in which we see the G PR
carporation ereated, in 1881, writes

Demoralization of Parliament

The point has now bheen rea hed fram
which dates the open demoralization

of the Canadian  Parliament Year
after vear the Syndicate came hach
for additional legislation The favors

already received  showed how  easily
they could elamor for more Member
of Parlinment were publicly retained
in the interests of the company The
corridors of the Senate and the Hous
of Commons swarmed with  their
lobbvists.  Parliament awakened to the
fact that private fortunes were heing
ereated by the votes in the House
The prevalence  of that idea in the
minds of public men eould have but
one ‘result It the power which they
oxercised could distribute wealth, or
its “equivalent, in the way of charters
that might be sold to the-greal cor
poration, the npatural indguiry  was,
‘Where do I come in?'  The canker
worm had reached the vitals o the
hody politie

To bask in the favor of the local
Canadian Pacitic tagnatos meant
evervihing In the purchase of sup

plies, in the awarding of contracts, in-

options on proposed town sites along
the line of railway, in obtaining inside
information about the prospective route
of branch-lines for speculative  pur
poses, in allowing special terms and
prices in purchasing railway lands, in
the free distribution of paid-up stoek
of the company's subsidiary corpora
tions, members of the House of Com
mons were not forgotten

“A saturnalia of corruption on other
lines also took possession of Parlia
mentary life The fundamental ar
ticle of faith under the new conditions
was that public men shonld use their
representative  positions  for puarposes
of personal gain The arrangement
with the Syndicate provided for early
completion of the line of the railway
across the prairies, and opened -the
door of unlimited possibilities to thaose
having access to the charmed eircle

it Ottawa { nization companies
ireas of the

weoere granted enory

public ‘domain within the fertile belt

Knighthood and Peerage

Bul (uotation has already grown

! in mwield engtl Mr. Preston
I s oL Jeal  with Donald A
plan= of acquiring control of

I papers, the seheme to have the
nlterecolamal-furned over to thie G.P.R
(of vias not suecessful, the fight to
imtain the rarflway monopoly elauss

n the G PR charter, which failed,
ter Mamitoba was driven Lo the vergs

{ art resistance, and  eventually
the knighting of Donald A. Smith, and
ler s hecomung High Commissioner
or Canada and his entrahce into the
House of Lords It wias tn 1806, 4 few
mionths before the end of the eighteen
1] tenure of power at Ottawa by
ne part ind  the aceession of the

er part o affice that he wias ap
pointed  High  Commissioner With
the change of Government, he and the
new regime found it muatually desirable
hee on good terms with each other
' next car, 1897, he entered the
Heovise of Lords And at this point the
opening  paragraph of Mr. Preston’s
zhteenth  ehapter may fittingly be
oted
The romanee of Laord Stratheona’s
ife hetween the Western prairies and
the House of Lords would be ineom
plete without a reference Lo gifts that
will cause his name to be rememhbered
The Queen Vietoria Jubilee Hospital at
Montreal, in co-operation with another
Pacific syndicate magnale, his cousin,
Lord Mounstephen, was erected al an
enormaoits cost, and in its appointments
is one of the bhest institations on the
continent  of  America.  The King's
Hospitai Fund, London, “in which he
wis alsao joined by the nobleman re
ferred to, established a record in sub
seriptions - of that character: MeGill
University, Montreal, in the equipment
of which Lord Stratheona and Sir Wil-
lam Macdonald expended several mil
lions: the Stratheona Horse, a contri
bution to the Empire during the South
\frican \War, has no precedent in the
history of any ceuntrey.”
buring Lord Stratheona’s tenure of
Lhe High Commissionership the C.P.R
established "'JIII“’H[? connection be
tween  Liverpool and  Montreal Mr
Preston figares it out that by the ecom-
bine with the C.P.R. formed with J
Pierpont Morgan, the Hamburg-Ameri-
can, North German Lloyds and other
farcign companies there has been levied
upon nnmigrants to this country, over
and above what was regarded as a fair
rate before the shipping combine was
formed, a total of 232,500,000 on emi-
arants from Great Britain and 241,500,
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Kill Gophers

Wholesale
At Wholesale

.Prices

Order %16 00 worth of
RODO, the Gopher Killer,
direct from the makers,
and save middlemen’s

profits. Terms: F.OB.

Winnipeg. Cash with order.

Large

Name

Town

3/ b

s 4 Large $1.00 size, $8 00 per dozen, 25-ounce (5 quarts' packages
nce lst Large 50 size. $4 00 per dozen, |l-ounce (2 quarts) packages
25 size, $2 00 per dozen, 5-ounce (|1 quart
RODO was invented by the greatest Gopher Poison Fxpert in the world. You can prove
ita efficiency at little cost: mail attached coupon for TRIAL PACKAGE. You will be wonder
fully surprised to see the quick results from this preparation. It kills more gophers for the
money than any other poison, because it is exceptionally attractive in color, taste and odor

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR MONEY REFUNDED
Lise This Coupon Blank

packages

Province

Ship at once by

25¢ pkg. for 20c f F . l mailed on receipt
50¢ pkg. for 40c t e
doac$1 .00 aize phes. forosary: or 42 10T KIS Ina of address

Stamps accepted

doz 50 size pkgs

dok 25 size pkgs

PRAIRIE CHEMICAL CO.

304 Keewayden Building, Winnipeg, Man.
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0060 on- emugrants  from  continental
Friroar How far this enormous sum
K i assisted the emigrants in
getting 4 stact in a new country, ofr
it suffering and hardship it might

ive provided against, may be left to

imagination
« <trathecona lived to see the
CPRogrow to truly eolossal propor

tions That corporation now owns
16,000 miles of railway in operation,
ineluding several thousand miles in the
United States: two great  steamship
nes traversing the Atlantic and the

cable and telegraph systems
i hotel svstem, and many othier subsi
iar enterprises The capital of the
G.P.IR. I8 stated to be %475.000.000
I = innual  revenues  have exeecded

150,000,000
Cartwright and Foster Indebted

I'hiere are many points in Mr. Pres
tan's remarkable book whieh there as
not room to touch upon hers But
pace mus=t be made for mention of one
fact which Mz Preston sets  forth,
namely, in a4 clanuse in his will
which doeument Mr. Preston prints
in fuil Lord Stratheona says, I remit
ind cancel the debts owing to me by
the estate of the late Kt Hon. Richard
Cartwright and by Hon. George Foster.™
The former was Minister of Finance in
the Mackenzie Government, and Minis
ter of Trade and Commerce in the
Lanrier Cabinet formned in 1896 the
latter  was Minister of Finance in the
Macdonald  government, and is now
Minister of Trade and Commeree in
the Borden Government This clause
i Lord Stratheona's will, writes Mr
Preston Chis bhook, be it remembered,
was written and  published  in Eng
lind, and 15 addressed  primarily Lo
readers  in the  United  Kingdom ),
iroused a mingled feeling of surprise
i dismay in Canada.” A public man
who could not be bhought by a bribe
may  sometimes - have  his
tuken advantage of by an adroit finan-
cial magnate

This review of the most notable book
ever  published  concerning  Canadian
fublie hife cannot elose hetter than with
the reproduction of a couple of its
most remarkable pages, in which Mr
Preston sums up Lord Stratheona's
personality and his career:

necessity

Charming Personality

Few men had more personal charm than
Lord Strathcona In his relations with the
public and as a host nothing could exceed
his grace and courtesy He might have be
onged to the ancient regime The official
position of his later yvears threw him into
t~=ociation with lifelong opponents, but to
the most extreme of these he never lacked
politeness and friendliness.  Whatever his
feelings might be, and he was only human,
hi= mastery over himsell was  complete
I'tis was a strong characteristic Nothing
cotld distarb his equaniniity Many who
affect this manner of life succumb to ner-
VOous  exniausdon by suppression ol the
natural emotions Lord Stratheona’s
lengthened yvears proved his heritage No
one will say that he carried his heart on
his =leeve —Tfew men  do. Almiost  every
one has some secret that the world has no
right 1o know His® line natural mannes
gave all the impression that he was as free
and open as the sun

f.et us be open as the day,”

Ouoth he who doth the deeper hide,’
Certainly there was great natural Kindness
i his character——his <plendid gifts to uni-
versiites and hospitals proved this NO
one coald 2o support institutions for the
mtellectual and physical bettersnent of his
fellow-men  withont deep  huaman  sympa

thies For friends<, too, he would do any
thing, and strangers in need rarely appealed
to him i valn He gave not grudgingly,
bt bestowed generonsiy With opponents,
i those who erossed his will, his method
Vwias Lo tev 1rst 1o win them over without
iy of the appearance of the mailed f1st
Coiries ind gold were pressed (nto ser

|
il
vice to make rongh places smooth and over
pposition

Bt 1 the subjects of his consideration
emained obdurate, then he crushed with
out delay, taking pains, however, that
~ ratheona’ s hand was never seen In the
matter Fhere were always others will
ng to accept the responsibility He de
veloped his power In this direction into a
sclence.  He never allowed himself to show
resentment S0 far as possible he avolded
1rousing thoughts of reprisals in the hearts
of his opponents. However the end might
Justify the  means, the reason for the
tiie = Wds not in evidence—his hand was
n i In fact, he more often than
tempered the wind to the shorn lamb,
tppearance of personal sympathy
lLord strathcona had great qualities

his fo lght and his perseverance amounted
1o genins He conld have succeeded inoar

walk of lifs He had some hent toward
refiglion ind If cirenmstances had led hin

that lirection in the opinton of the
writer, he might have been a great power,

eaving [ e not less veneraled than
Wesley Booth He  might 0, have
been a great statesman, history giving |

i1 place with Clhive or Rhodes The op

riunity was there one wWho had the
ireams and larger loves of the al

trulst for his w-wn‘lr‘y. But he chose per-
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onal power and wealth for Donald A

Smith. That opportunity also was there
noa large degree only possible in the west
ern Lnited states and Canada forty years

He took the chance Fortune offered
1! enormons stakes with the
capons thgt the clreamstances of  the
arrtted] him to forge And he won
erved 10 win
He galned enormous fortune, immense
power, high honors for himself-exceeding
Inoall these particulars any romantic dreams
that he might have indulged in But just
in the degree that lLord Stratheona  sue
ceeded for himselr, 1t 1s a4 question for his
torv to Nnally decide, whether he did not
fatl In the larger test-—-that of true and
noble patriotism
=0 plain that he who cares to give
the matter thought cean read them for
himself are the lessons set forth by
the contrast of the two careers we
have been considering.  The two men,
John Bright  and  Donald  Alexander
=mith, when they came to the ending
of their years on earth, had remarl
ible careers and achievements 4o look
back upon. Can any human being with
1 true sense of the values of life have
my doubt as to which of the two

)

lives was the bhetter worth living !

FLAX PRICES HIGH

The fu“u“‘illL’ letter is jll\' to hand
from the president of G. F. Step! ens and
Co, pamt manufacturers, and will prove
of interest to farmers generally:

“In looking over market prices as
quoted in today's papers, I notice that
October wheat is quoted at $1.24 and
October flax $1 875, a spread of more
than 63 cents per bushel, and this in
face of the fact that the consumption
of flaxseed this yvear is not much more
than half normal. This would indicate
that farmers thruout Canada and the
['nited  States are putting everything
into wheat and almost entirely eliminating
flax.

“Whether the war ends this vear or
not, business men are preparing for a
great revival of trade in 1916, This will
create a large demand for all building
material and  especially for oils made
from Western flaxseed, and if there is
no flaxseed grown here, where will the
supplies come from?  Linseed oil today
is worth almost double the average
price and the tendency is still upwards.

‘I think if the state of things were
plainly put before our farmers, many
of them would switch some land intended
for wheat into flax, which can be safely
sown up to June 1-—as it is always wisdom
for a man to sow flax when everybody
is putting in wheat and to keep out of
flax when everybody else is putting it in.”

G. F. STEPHENS.

BRINGING OUT FAMILIES

The Salvation Army Transportation
Department, of Winnipeg, is busy at
present with arrangements for the trans-
porting of a large party of mothers and
children who are coming thru to various
points in the West to join their hushands
and fathers. The latter have, during
the last year or so, emigrated to Canada
under the auspices of the Army and have
done well since their arrival in the posit-
ions in which they were placed by the
Army and they are now able to send for
their families,

CANADIANS WIN FAME
Erilliant work of Canadian Soldiers Saves
the day in Flanders

The first Canadian contingent, after
weeks of weary trench warfare, had its
first chanee to meet the.enemvy in th open
last week and won glory for the Dowicion
feree and Yoods uttle C flicial
telies state that the Germans conf-
trating an enormous foree ror h-cast
of Ypres made a determined attack upon
the Alled lines using bombs containing
asphvxiating  gases The French were
foreed to give wav, and the Canadian
division on the flank of their allics were
compelled to retire in order to keep in
touch. In the retreat four 60-pound guans
were lost, but a counter attack was 1m-
nediately launched in which the lost
ground was recovered at the point of the
bayonet, the guns were recaptured and
thousands of Germans were taken prison-
ers. The official report states that the
Canadians behaved with great gallantry
and undoubtedly saved the das

Az might be expected the casualties in
the ranks of the Canadian forces were
severe.  On Sunday it was announced
that 21 Canadian Officers had been killed
inaction and 56 officers wounded.  No
word has vet been reeeived of the casunl-

les among non-commissioned officers and
privates, but judging from experience 4t s
likely that if this is the total casualties
among ofticers the loss in the ranks will
number about 700 men.




