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them one wlm was perfectly competent to answer all 
those questions, anil lie thcrelnre a> a eitizen <>l 
Boston, anil as a member of the great Paternity ol 
Christian people. welcomed him. ami he nreil not ask 
for him tlieil earnest and delighted attention.

Mr. Knox Little was received xx ith générons ap­
plause. He acknowledged that he h it xerx miieli 
Mattered at the opportunity ,>l speaking in a Boston 
audience while1 at the same time approaching his 
subject and his audience with considerable dillidmee. 
In the tirst place, ii he might m •ik,*-alliisinii to a xeiy 
slight tiling. In' felt, aitei speaking twice on Sondai, 
owill" to Ills weak English natiire. di'l inet I x el \

prax ei'hook asserted otln i tilings, hut tin speak 
was content w ith these premises. Now . eit her l ic 
teaching of the Knglish prayer hook was false m it 
was true. If false it should he denounced and allia 
tered: hut It tine it should he acted upon with hon­
est!. assurance aad euli-isf mey. Applause. As
l,,\;d sous of the Church of England, believing tin- 

hook to he 11 ue. tliex set ahollt to act accord 
The Catholic moxeim nt said to the high 

( huii'liuii n that the prayer hook stated the truth, hut 
it added that that truth must he lived and acted am 
I night to soul- 'l"o tin evangelical it said it would 
!,-■ spiritual life, and that spiritual hie. for Church

|>l it X VI

in«'I \.

• Mondayish." I,alighter. Xml then, again, he XV|1'| |.;!1J,lll,| mvll lmwt spring mit of the doctrines of flu 
lion lid to sax . seriously . that I lie subject xx as one I ha t I ( ^ jf there xvas any vitality of the
he xvas scarcely fit to handle. To him t he subjects j ( ;<|i, , ,|;(t ,-hnri-lt at all. l letlionghtth.it
that were of the deepest interest were spiritual, ami of i,,,,] witnessed iliat there xvas that

vitalit x.when lie eunie to touch upon any subject that xxent
toxvard questions of control el sx . iie was ex el brought , ..rwitioii ol
to feel tliiit to lu1 a vonti<>\<*isi:tlist i<M|im(-<l , ....ns|l,lt,l(i tj.v
grace. Again, he could not justly claim the place hath,,he movement, the s, e.iki. | ■£ t -•

' which the kindness „f certain gentlemen in this town mod m.cresting pom. „t study ' ‘ ;
had accorde,1 to him. of he,,,g a representative man. ' hen the t atnohe moyen,en. h. g.m ast s i -

1 111 early days lie xx as „s far «-.possible from holding Urn midd - , l.mses o! Kngland. a ml the I > ' Bh
, the beliefs Ol tl lose wlio were now called ritualists. Mm,,,, had t«l let, a xx ay Iron, tin mo I e r lm , to 
‘ having been brought „p in the sir.,-test and closest prodigal, heathen,-..,. Ilie r imvh had be ». m 

Calvinism: and though he did not. till later in litc. s.dmolol respect ihilitx and if tlieie w.m t .
know anything of the representative men of the ritua as ,t seemed to him. that Jesus ol Na/a eth s c .
listie school and owed nothing to them in the lornia it was respectability . Applause 111, utualist,

' tionand development of his own religious opinions, determine,I that they would trx to k.mxv holiness un- 
: still, as he hu<l long sympathized prof,umdlx with the to the I-or, l and imt respectability I lieu line o,
: aims of the movement, and had been more and more action xxas "'issumaiy work, l'irstol all they laid 
' entirely agreed with its dogmatic basis, and. lastly, great stress upon preaching : they saw that there 
■ as lie was at present the rector of a church where the must he earnest. tlmiightlul. heart stirring, true.
; ritual was used for imtuv x ears before his connection honest preaching to awaken men to serious realities.

with it. he xvas willing to accept the role and speak Hence came open-air sermons, lienee they distributed 
; as a ritualist. Fair play was what ritualists as a all sorts of tracts, then there were classes instituted 
i whole had scarcely had. ' No longing could he more m tor teaching, and men set to work in doxx nriglit ear- 
: tense in every Christian heart than the longing for re- nest. The love ol trod, the horror ot sin the possibil- 
| union amongst those who. apart from one another, it y of goodness through grace• ot the Holy Spirit, and 
1 still named the name of Christ: and in the tirst step the pox'or ol pinion, were deeply jelt b\ those who 

toward and the best chance for such a happy cousin»- were struggling in that moment I hey felt that there
{ illation xvas that men should at least understand each were multitudes who were being lost tor want ot
* other. If the poor ritualist could he permitted to knowing ( hrist ; that II the church held and taught 
1 spoak he would have something to say tor himself, it : that ( lirisl was the xvry centre of ( lnistian lil<'.

And, in the first place, the name ritualist and the 1 lieu there came the determination amongst them to 
name ritualism, like Quaker, like roundhead, like deal with souls one by one. It was a st.iong teeling 
carpet-bagger. and. he might even sax . like I'untan. in the moxeinunt that men eoiild not la* saxed in mul-

• xvere nicknames invented bv enemies, tending, and. tit ml,is. or ex eu in couple-. Some sort ol spiritual 
ho feared, intended, to call attention to a minor and rel itiou to the Mini was a necessity . and it was out ot 
unpopular detail of a great mox'ement. away trom its that teeling ol the n(‘ed ot dealing xxitli the indixidual

ij real and central principle. For ritualism, su called, -inner that the uscot confession rose. XX hat did they

i
xvas only a consistent expression down to minute speak ol confession .’ For the same honest reason
particulars, a consistent and complete and honest that lie had given tor everything else that tliuy did 
acting out of the principles ot the Church <>t Kngland. because the C hurch of Kngland did it. I he Chnreh 

•If The ritualist claimed the title of Catholic, and he re ot England had t night them to get up in C hurch and to 
minded the audience that the Chnreh ol England say to their people before communion that ii there xvere 
never wrote the word Protestant in her prayer- anything on their minds, scruple or doubthiluess. or 
book. She called herself Catholic: and the ritual difficulty . or sin. w hich they could not get satisfaction 
ist would call himself an English Catholic, not a about alone with Chid, thou to go to some minister 
Roman. and open tlioir grief, that they might receive the

The speaker then proceeded to consider the dog- henelitol absolution xx ith godly counsel aiuladv'ice. Xoxv. 
j matic basis, the dogmatic position upon xxhieli the tliex argued, again, either that meant something or
E ritualistic movement rested. The great bond ol the nothing: it it meant nothing, as earnest men give iq,
j Anglican communion was the Book of Common Pray the Chnreh ol England : it it meant something, do it : 
J er, and, in a lesser, degree, that xxhieli xvas included and they did it. l in y said to men there xvas one 
j in the aaticles of religion. These latter xwre siippos source ol lorgix eness. Almighty Hod. and one means 

ed to make against the Catholic or ritualist position, ol lorgix ene-s. the precious blood : and they said to 
* but such was not the case. First, because in England men. further, that the Lord had spoken niysteriou-
l they were bound to receive the articles ol religion in words about being with His C liurch to the end: that
. tliclr literal and grammatical meaning: and. suae He had said to Hi- apostles, land that lie could not 
•' copted. every serions student of them began to admit have meant those xvords xvere to he restricted only 

. that their condemnations were against Roman, hut to the apostolic age. as it he eared about no other 

. not against Catholic doctrine, against tile accretions age of the xvorldi. that xvliose sins they forgave xvere 
f" of the later pupaex and not against the assertions of loi given, and that he meant that, as in other things, 
f the Roman Church. Secondly, the articles of religion lie used means toward bringing to him the seal ot
, did not tell against the ritualists, because ol any pas- his pardon, so he used means ill that. They argued
l sage in the articles seemed to diverge In,in the prayer t<> theniselx es that the Church ol England was ac- 
I l>ook, it must he so interpreted as in some wax to| cording to Scripture. Hod seemed to think that it 
' agree with It. because /•< »,// Remind- xxas good for Adam and Eve to have their sins told

ing the audience that he xxas not begging the question 
about the English Church being right in doctrine, 
but xxas simplv asking them to consider her doctrines 

j being what they xvere. whether the ritualists or 
Catholics were consistent actors out of the doctrines, 

fj he said the Book of Common Prayer xxas distinct on 
■ the doctrine of the Trinitx. It asserted that there 

xvere three persons or substance- in one divine sul,
1 stance: the truth of the incarnation ot the second 

person of the Trinity : that the church was his living

when they gave absolution, they were simply means 
The speaker testified to the blessing confession hmj 
been to hi- own sold, and to the knowledge that 
in my others had been helped by it, even when they 
knew they had already received forgiveness through 
tht/precious hi,>o,l. He claimed that the American 
pi axer-hook did not dis, aid confession, first, because 
the American Church remained in communion xvith 
the Anglican Church, which taught it plain and 
straight : and. second, because omission ol certain 
statements in her prayer-book xvas not prohibition.

Considering fmtliei the line of notion of the Cntlio 
lie movement, the speaker said that it sought to deep, 
en the spiritual life and lienee classes were formed 
lor preparation for continuation. Then came the ques­
tion of their treatment of the Holy Communion. The 
Chinch ol England. a- an ancient Church, had put it 
forward under two aspects. First, it was the show­
ing forth before Almighty God of the Lord s death till 
lie came: and second, it xxas the receiving of His 
ho,lx and blood in a great mystery to support 
spiritual life. That was the great central act ot Chris­
tian worship, the great means of receiving the bless­
ings derived trom the incarnation, passion, death, re 
sin recti,>n and ascension ot the Lord. What the 
ritualists felt and what the Church of England taught 
was that to he a Christian xxas to he one with Chnat, 
therefore that sacramental doctrine xxas the very 
ground of spiritual religion : that this sacrament was 
not a separate ordinance, hut a means of being 
brought to Christ. For himself he never could re 
ceive the sacrament again unless he knew he was 
going to reveix e his Lord's body . " Christ in you the
hope of glory , was the apostle's statement of the 
Christian's life. Personal communion xvith the Lord 
was the soul and joy and blessing and hope of the Chris- 
tian. and therefore the sacrament took its prominence 
because it xvas Christ's own presence and Christ's own 
ministration and commemoration of his sacrifice. What 
the ritualists wanted xvas vital religion. Thatxvaswhat 
Wesley xv an ted. hut the persistent stiffness ot the 
Church of England drove him out. The ritualists 
were determined to have it inside the church. Thatname l
was the head and front of Mich*7offending, because 
tliex gaxe people instruction in spiritual life, and es­
tablished. to this end. fraternities, guilds and societies 
in xvliieh veiling men were brought together for 
prayers and to serxe God. There xvas nothing very 
popish in that. Thd Church of England had been all 
too stiff, xv rapped up in buckram and tilled with 
starch. What the ritualists wanted xvas to tear the 
red tape to pieces and to wash the staieli out of her, 
and to substitute something vital and devotional.

The speaker in closing sjioke of the persecution to 
which the ritualists had been subjected, and sketched 
m a half serious half humorous way the history of 
the action ol Church and state in regard to them. He 
claimed that while disobedient to an unconstitutional 
law. tliex were obedient to the constitution ; while 
disobedient to the Privy Council, they had neverlieon 
disobedient to a canon. When his Bishop spoke in 
the power of the Holy Ghost, he xvould obey; but 
xvhcu lie spoke as a servant, as a flunkey of the Privy 
Council, he did not feel bound to obey. The prayer- 
book in black and xvhite was before them, and they 
were strictly and earnestly carrying out xvhat it 
taught. In regard to vestments, the speaker claimed 
that they xvere symbols, as a nation's Hag xvas a sym­
bol. standing to a principle. He thought the tenden­
cy of tlie movement of the ritualists had been to- 
wards liberality, and hoped that he had slioxvu that 
they xvere not struggling for a cloth or a caudle, but 
for the salvation of souls and the future of that great 
Church which they believed best adapted to the Ang­
lo-Saxon race.

The invitation was sent to Mr. Knox Little by 
l»y ministers of various denominations : Messrs. A. A. 
Miner, 1). [).: E. H. Capeu. I). D. : W. A. Start; 
Henry M. Dexter. D.D.: D. U. Meals: A. J. Canfield; 
Joseph T. Dnvyea. D.D. ; Joseph Cummings, D.D.; 
Geo. Whittaker: Wm. R. Alger: H. A. Shorey : Mm. 
J. Potter: L. J. Livermore.

On the platform xvere Bishop Clark of Rhode Island, 
W. XV. Newton. Rector of St. Paul's Church. Boston. 
President Capen. of Tufts College : Rev. A. A. Miner. 
Mr. Clark. Congiegationlist ; XV. A.
Vnix eisalist : etc., etc.

to them: lie seemed to think the same of Achani 
when Joshua told him to confess, although he knew 
it. Those people xvlio attended the mission ot St. 
John the Baptist vaine confessing their sins. Those 
people who attended the mission of the apostles in 
Ephesus showed their deeds. Christ seemed to think 
it xx as good tor the women of Samaria to get out of her. 
what he perfectly knexv before, the confession of her 
own sin. And it, English law it xvas recognized and 
in Engli-h society it was accepted, that it was a good

t body; that admission to communion xxith the Lord | thing for a éliminai before lie died, although men 
I Jesus xxas by the sacrament <>i baptism as a real j knew xxcll enough that he had committed a murder.

means, whereby, as bv an instrument, (rod gaxe es j t., confess it xvith his own lips. And so thev argued 
f pecial grave to n soul : that in the holy communion \ that confession of a fault xvas a veal excuse for and a 
l there xvas s real. Imt a spiritual, presence of the body j moral benefit to any living soul. And as to the qtie-.- 

and blots l of the Lord Jesus Chri-t : that the rite of] lion of absolution, they said the Chnreh spoke plain: 
communion xxas the central rite <>! Christian worship. I If a man is li ving you are bound to move him to 
that it xvas, strictly speaking, a eucharistie sacrifiée :j make especial confession of his sin, if there he any 
that Christ ordained three orders in his church hx weighty matter on his mind, before lie go before the 

^ direct succession from the Apostles, vailed noxx hisli I eternal God.' And so at communion she put into 
ops and priests and deav,ms ; that tn-sharc the gift ol i their mouth', the strongest xvords of absolution that

1
 apostolic )K>xver required apostolic ordination : that I had ever been used in the Christian Church. There- 
the priests have poxvci to consecrate the viiehan-t lore they said, as in the pulpit tliex curried a tuts- 
and declare and pronounce to the pe nitent absolution sage for God. a- xvhcu thev consecrated a sacrament 
of forgiveness of sin in the name of the Lord. The they xvere doing a xv,,rk for God for his people, so.
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